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SERMONS

OF

S, AUGUSTINE,

BISHOP OF HIPPO,

UPON THE NEW TESTAMENT.

SERMON LXVII. [Bes. CXVIL]

On the words of the Gospel, John i. ¢ In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God,” &ec. against
the Arians.

1. THE section of the Gospel which has been read, most
dearly beloved brethren, looketh for the pure eye of the
heart. For from John's Gospel we have understood our Lord
Jesus Christ according to His Divinity for the creating of
the whole creation, and according to His Humanity for the
recovery of the creature fallen. Now in this same Gospel
we find what sort and how great a man was John, that from
the dignity of the dispenser it may be understood of how
great a price is the Word Which could be announced by such
aman; yea, rather how without price is That Which surpasseth
all things. For any purchaseable thing is either equal to
the price, or it is below it, or it exceeds it. When any one
procures a thing for as much as it is worth, the price is
equal to the thing which is procured; when for less, it is
below it; when for more, it exceeds it. But to the Word of
God nothing can either be equalled, or to exchange can any
thing be below It, or above It. For all things can be below
the Word of God, for that all things were made by Him ; 30‘"! 1,
yet are they not in such wise below, as if they were the price of
the Word, that any one should give something to receive That.
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518 The Church is Jacob here, Israel, when it shall see God.

1?){';?1' on, The strange children have lied unto Me; concerning the

[ ,22,3_']Jews. The strange children have lied unto Me, the strange

" children have faded away and have halted from their paths.
T have pointed out Jacob to you, Jacob blessed and Jacob
lame.

iv. 4. But as arising out of this occasion, this must not be
passed over, which may haply of itself perplex some of you;
with what design is it, that when this Jacob’s grandfather
Abraham’s name was changed, (for he too was first called

2"“-‘7’ Abram, and God changed his name, and said, Thou shalt
not be called Abram, but Abraham;) from that time he
was not called Abram. Search in the Scriptures, and you
will see that before he received another name, he was called
only Abram ; after he received it, he was called only Abraham.
But this Jacob, when he received another name, heard the

gsep-siﬂ, same words, Thou shalt not be called Jacob, but Israel shalt

10, ' thoubecalled. Search the Scriptures,and see how that he was
always called both, both Jacob and Israel. Abram after
he had received another name, was called only Abraham.
Jacob after he had received another name, was called
both Jacob and Israel. The name of Abraham was to be
developed in this world; for here he was made the father of
many nations, whence he received his name. But the name
of lsrael relates to another world, where we shall see God.
Therefore the people of God, the Christian people in this
present time, is both Jacob and Israel, Jacob in fact, Israel in
hope. For the younger people is called the Supplanter of
its brother the elder people. What! have we supplanted
the Jews? No, but we are said to be their supplanters, for
that for our sakes they were supplanted. If they had not
been blinded, Christ would not have been crucified; His
precious Blood would not have been shed ; if that Blood had
not been shed, the world would not have been redeemed.
Because then their blindness hath profited us, therefore hath
the elder brother been supplanted by the younger, and the
younger is called the Supplanter. But how long shall
this be?

V. 5. The time will come, the end of the world will come, and
all Israel shall believe ; notthey who now are, but their children
who shall then be. For these present walking in their own






520 Christ, above in His Person, below in His Members.

Seru. and here. It cannot any way possibly be, that they should
[lig;( 113[] ascend to Him, and descend to Him, unless He be both
" there whither they ascend, and here whither they descend—
How do we prove that He is both there, and that He is
here? Let Paul, who was first Saul, answer us. He found
it by experience, when he was first a persecutor, and after-
wards became a preacher; first Jacob, afterwards Israel;
Phil. 3, who was himself too ¢f the stock of Israel, of the tribe of
. Benjamin. In him let us see Christ above, Christ below.
First, the very Voice of the Lord from heaven shews this;
Acts 9, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thow Me? What! had Paul
4 ascended into heaven? Had Paul so much as cast a stone
into heaven? He was persecuting the Christians, binding
them, haling them to be put to death, searching them out in
every place where they lay hid, when they were found on no
consideration sparing them. To whom the Lord Christ
saith, Saul, Saul. Whence crieth He? From heaven.
Therefore He is above. HWhy persecutest thou Me? There-
fore He is below. Thus have I explained all, though briefly,
yet as well as I could to you, Beloved. I have ministered
to you according to my duty, and now for your duty, do ye
think upon the poor. Let us turn to the Lord, &c.

SERMON LXXIII. [Ben. CXXIIL]

On the words of the Gospel, John ii. ¢ And both Jesus was called and
His disciples to the marriage.”

i. 1. YE know, brethren, for ye have learnt it as believing in
Christ, and continually too do we by our ministry impress it
upon you,that the humility of Christ is the medicine of man’s
swollen pride. For man would not have perished, had he

Ecclus. DOt been swollen up through pride. For pride, as saith the
10,13. Scripture, is the beginning of all sin. Against the beginning
of sin, the beginning of righteousness was necessary. If
then pride be the beginning of all sin, whereby should the
swelling of pride be cured, had not God vouchsafed to
humble Himself? Let man blush to be proud, seeing that
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522 Our Lord took Flesh which He hadnot,notlost what He had.
had so great power, why did He not do the one, and do the

[123 B jother? Read, yea, recollect what thou hast just heard, when

thn2,

fii.

John 1,
50. 51.

iv.

Acts 9,
4.

He did this, when, that is, He made of the water wine; what
did the Evangelist add? And His disciples believed on Him.
Would the devil on the other occasion have believed on
Him ?

8. He then Who could do so great things, was hungry,
and athirst, was wearied, slept, was apprehended, beaten,
crucified, slain. This is the way; walk by humility,
that thou mayest come to eternity. Christ-God is the
Country whither we go; Christ-Man is the Way whereby we
go. To Him we go, by Him we go; why fear we lest we go
astray? He departed not from the Father; and came to us.
He sucked the breasts, and He contained the world. He
lay in the manger, and He fed the Angels. God and Man,
the same God Who is Man, the same Man Who is God.
But not God in that wherein He is Man. God, in that He is
the Word; Man, in that the Word was made Flesh; by at
once continuing to be God, and by assuming man’s Flesh ;
by adding what He was not, not losing what He was. There-
fore henceforward, having now suffered in this His humilia-
tion, dead, and buried, He has now risen again, and ascended
into heaven, there He is, and sitteth at the right Hand of the
Father: and here He is needy in His poor. Yesterday too
1 set this forth to your Affection by occasion of what He said
to Nathanael, Thou shalt see a greater thing than this. For
I say unto you, Ye shall see Heaven open, and the Angels of
God ascending and descending unto the Son of Man. We
searched out what this meant, and spake at some length ;
must we recapitulate the same to-day ? Let those who were
present remember; yet I will briefly run over it.

4. He would not say, ascending unto the Son of Man,
unless He were above; He would not say, descending unto
the Son of Man, unless He were also below. He is at once
above, and below; above in Himself, below in His; above
with the Father, below in us. Whence also was that Voice
to Saul, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? He would
not say, Saul, Saul, unless that He was above. But Saul
was not persecuting Him above. He then Who was above
would not have said, Why persecutest thou Me ? unless He









ThepoolyrJerws; Sporches,thelaw;thetroubling, Xt's Passion325

of the soul, torturing it not at once, but alternating their Seen.
tortures. These two tormentors’ names are, Fear and Sorrow. [Ii;: i;v]
When it is well with thee, thou art in fear; when it is
ill, thou art in sorrow. This world’s prosperity, whom doth
it not deceive, its adversity not break? In this grass, and in
the days of grass, the surer way must be kept to, the Word
of God. For when it had been said, 4!l flesk is grass, and
all the glory of flesh as the flower of grass, the grass wither-
eth, the flower falleth away; as though we should ask,
“ What hope has grass? what stability the flower of grass ”
it is said, but the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And
whence, you will say, is that Word to me? The Word was ;g
made Flesh,and dwelt amongus. For the Word of the Lord 14.
saith to thee, “ Do not reject My promise, for I have not
rejected thy grass.” This then that the Word of the Lord

hath granted to us, that we might hold to Him, that we might

not pass away with the flower of grass; this, I say, that Ie

hath granted to us, that the Word should be made Flesh,
taking Flesh, not changed into flesh, abiding, and assuming,
abiding What He was, assuming what He was not ; this, 1 say,

that He hath granted to us, that pool also signifies. Joha 6.

8. I am speaking briefly. That water was the Jewish iii.

people; the five porches, were the Law. For Moses wrote

five books. Therefore was the water enclosed by five
porches, as that people was held in by the Law. The trou-

bling of the water, is the Lord’s Passion among that people.

He who descended was healed, and only one; for this is
unity. Whosoever are offended at the Passion of Christ are
proud; they will not descend, they are not healed. And,

say they, “ Am I to believe that God was Incarnate, that

God was born of a woman, that God was crucified, scourged,

dead, wounded, buried? “ Be it far from me to believe this

of God, it is unworthy of Him.” Let the heart speak, not the

neck. To the proud the humiliation of the Lord seems
unworthy of Him, therefore is saving health from such far

off. Lift not thyself up; if thou wouldest be made whole,
descend. Well might picty be alarmed, if Christ in the flesh
subject to change were only spoken of. But now the truth

sets forth to thee, Christ Unchangeable in His Nature as the
Word. For, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word ™ 1»
















580Jews troubled, believing not,asseeing not,the Lord to be God.

Seem. ever stepped down aflerwards, at that moving of the water
[I{;(OXEY jWas not cured, but waited till it was moved again. What
sacra- then does this mystery! mean? For it is not without a
mentum meaning. Attend, Beloved. Waters are put in the Apoca-
lypse for a figure of peoples. For when in the Apocalypse
Rev.17,John saw many waters, he asked what it meant, and it was
18- told him that they were peoples. The water then of the
pool signified the people of the Jews. For as that people was
held in by the five books of Moses in the Law, so that water
too was enclosed by five porches. When was the water
troubled? When the people of the Jews was troubled.
And when was the people of the Jews troubled, but when the
Lord Jesus Christ came? The Lord’s Passion, was the
troubling of the water. For the Jews were troubled when
the Lord suffered. See, what was just now read had relation
John 5, t0 this troubling. The Jews wished to kill Him, not only
18.  because He did these things on the sabbaths, but because
He called Himself the Son of God, making Himself equal
with God. For Christ called Himself the Son after one
Pa.82,6, IRADDET, in another was it said to men, [ said, Ye are
Gods, and ye are all children of the Most High. TFor if He
had made Himself the Son of God in such sort as any man
whatever may be called the son of God; (for by the grace of
God men are called sons of God;) the Jews would not have
been enraged. But because they understand Him to call
Himself the Son of God in another way, according to that,
John 1, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God; and according to what the
Phil. 2, Apostle saith, Who being in the form of God, thought it not
6. robbery to be equal with God; they saw a man, and they
were enraged, because He made Himself equal with God.
But He well knew that He was equal, but Wherein they saw
not. For that which they saw they wished to crucify; by
That Which they saw not, they were judged. What did the
Jews see? What the Apostles also saw, when Philip said,
Shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. But what did the
’Jews not see? What not even the Apostles saw, when the
Lord answered, Have I been so lony time with you, and
yet have ye not known Me? He that seeth Me, seeth the
. Father also. Because then the Jews were not able to

Johnl4
8.

v. 9.































































Truthastothe Holy Trinity cleared to meditating love. 551

seeing is extinguished, and the man remains. This it is of Szrm.

which I said ‘that I was about to say something which a.ll[!i;:.g]

would not be able to understand ; the Lord even grant that —

some may have understood. My brethren, to this end doth

He exhort us, that we may see, that the “ Seeing” of the

Word is beyond our powers; for they are small; be they

nourished, perfected. Whereby? By the commandments.

What commandments? He that loveth Me, keepeth My Jobnld,

commandments. What commandments? For already do .

we wish to increase, to be strengthened, perfected, that we

may. see the “ Seeing” of the Word. Tell us, Lord, now what

commandments ! A new commandment I give unto you, yopn1s

that ye love one another. This charity then, brethren, let us 34

draw from the plentifulness of the Fountain, let us receive it ;

be nourished by it. Receive thou'® that whereby thou mayest 'capeper

be able to receive. Let charity give thee birth, let charity'g:;‘::"

nourish thee; charity bring thee to perfection, charity

strengthen thee ; that thou mayest see this “ Seeing” of the

Word, that the Word is not one thing and His * Seeing”

another, but that the “ Seeing” of the Word is the Very Word

Himself; and so perhaps thou wilt soon understand that

that which is said, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but

what He seeth the Father do, is as if He had said, ¢ The

Son would not be, if He had not been born of the Father.”

Let this suffice, brethren; I know that I have said that which

perhaps, if meditated upon, may develope itself to many,?rs,:cet_

which oftentimes when expressed in words may chance to 18 and
20 in

be obscured?®. Joh.

SERMON LXXVIL. [CXXVIIL Ben.]

On the words of the Gospel, John v. ¢ Verily verily I say unto yon, The
hour shall come, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God, and they that shall hear, shall live, &c.” and on the words
of the Apostle, ¢ Eye hath not seen, &c.” 1 Cor. ii.

1. OuR hope, brethren, is not of this present time, nor of
this world, nor in that happiness whereby men are blinded
oo






Earnestness to live, an instinct to avoid eternal death. 553

shalt thou have. What dost thou fear? To die. Thou shalt ff:'v .

not suffer it. This seemed to be enough for human inﬁrmity,[ig;-,;;:j

that it should be said, * Thou shalt have etcrnal life.” This
the mind of man can comprehend, by its present condition
it can in some sort comprehend what is to be. But by the
imperfection of its present condition how far can it compre-
hendit? Because he lives, and does not wish to die; he loves
eternal life, he wishes to live always, never to die. But they
who shall be tormented in punishments, have even a wish to
die, and cannot. Tt is no great thing then to live long, or to
live for ever; but to live blessedly is a great thing. Let us ii.
love eternal life, and hereby may we know how greatly we
ought to labour for eternal life, when we see men who love the
present life, which lasts but for a time and must be brought
to an end, labour so for it, that when the fear of death comes,
they will do whatever they can, not to put away, but to put
off death. How does a man labour, when death threatens,
by flight, by concealment, by giving all he has, and redeem-
ing himself, by toil, by endurance of torments and uneasi-
nesses, by calling in physicians, and whatever else a man
can do? See, how that after exhausting all his labour and
his means, he is but able to contrive to live a little longer;
to live always, he is not able. If then men strive with so
great labour, with so great cfforts, so great a cost, such
earnestness, such watchfulness, such carefulness, that they
may live a little longer ; how should they strive that they
may live for ever? And if they are called wise, who by all
means strive to put off death, and live a few days, that they
lose not a few days: how foolish are thcy who so live as to
lose the day eternal ! -

3. This then only can be promised us, that this gift of God
may in whatever measure be sweet to us, from this which we
have at present ; seeing that it is of His gift we have it, that
we live, that we are in health. When then eternal life is
promised, let us set before our eyes a life of such a kind, as
to remove from it every thing unpleasant which we suffer
here. For it is easier for us to find what is not there, than
what is there. Lo, here we live; we shall live there also.
Here we are in health when we are not sick, and there is no
pain in the body; there we shall be in health also. And
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and I have not yet said what shall be there. Lo, already Serm.
there is life, and safety; no scourge, no hunger, no thirst, no 137’5}
failing, none of these; and yet I have not said, what eye
hath not seen, nor eur heard, nor hath ascended into the
heart of man. For if I have said it, it is false that is written,
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it ascended
tnlo the heart of man. For whence should it ascend into
my heart, that I should say that whick hath not ascended
into the heart of man? 1t is believed, and not seen; not
only not seen, but not even expressed. How then is it
believed, if it is not expressed? Who believes what he doth
not hear? But if he hear it that he may believe, it is
expressed; if expressed, it is thought of; if thought of and
expressed, then it entereth into the ears of men. And
because it would not be expressed if it were not thought of,
it hath ascended also into the heart of man. Lo, already
the mere proposing of so great a thing disturbs us, that we
cannot put it forth clearly in words. Who then can explain
the thing itself?

4. Let us then attend to the Gospel; just now the Lord iv.
was speaking, and let us do what He said. He that believeth John 5,
in Me, saith He, passeth from death unto life, and cometh™
not into judgment. Verily I say unto you, that the hour v.26.
shall come, und now is, when the dead shall hear the Voice
of the Son of Qod, and they that hear shall live. For asv. 36,
the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given lto the
Son to have life in Himself. By begetting Him He gave
it; in that He begat, He gave it. For the Son is of the
Father, not the Father of the Son; but the Father is the
Father of the Son, and the Son is the Son of the Father.

. I say the Son is begotten of the Father, not the Father
of the Son; and the Son was always, always therefore
begotten. Who can comprehend this ¢ always begotten ?”
For when any man hears of one begotten, it occurs to him;
 Therefore there was a time, when he who was begotten was
not.” What say we then? Not so; there was no time before
the Son, for that all things were made by Him. If all Jolm 1,
things were made by Him, times also were made by Him;*
how could times be before the Son, by Whom times were
made? Take away then all timee, the Son was with the
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for the eyes of the flesh, what is He Himself, the Light for Srrx.
the eyes of the heart? If then any choice! food were ﬁ;‘,",';,
praised to thee, on which thou wast to dine, thou wouldest inag-
prepare the stomach; God is praised to thee, prepare the™"*
heart.

7. Behold what thy Lord saith to thee; The hour shall
come, saith He, and now is. The hour shall come, yea, that
very hour, now is, when—what? when the dead shall hear the
Voice of the Som of God, and they that shall hear shall live.
They then that shall not hear, shall not live. What is, They
that shall hear? They that shall obey. What is, They that
shall hear? They that shall belicve and obey, they shall
live. So then before they believed and obeyed, they lay
dead ; they walked, and were dead. What availed it to
them, that they walked, being dead? And yet if any among
them were to die a bodily death, they would run, get ready
the grave, wrap him up, carry him out, bury him, the dead,
the dead; of whom it is said, Let the dead bury their dead.Matt.8,
Such dead as these are in such wise raised by the Word of2*
God, as to live in faith. They who were dead in unbelief,
are aroused by the Word. Of this hour said the Lord, The
hour shall come, and now is. For with His Own Word did
He raise them that were dead in unbelief; of whom the
Apostle says, Arise thou that sleepest, and rise up from the Epbes.
dead, and Christ shall give thee light. This is the resur- 8, 14.
rection of hearts, this is the resurrection of the inner man,
this is the resurrection of the soul.

8. But this is not the only resurrection, there remains a vi.
resurrection of the body also. Whoso riseth again in soul,
riseth again in body to his blessedness. For in soul all do
not rise again; in body all are to rise again. Insoul, I say, all
do not rise again ; but they that believe and obey ; for, They
that shall hear shall live. But as the Apostle says, 4!/ men 2 Thess.
have not faith. 1If then all men have not faith, all men do® %
not rise again in soul. When the hour of the resurrection
of the body shall come, all shall rise again ; be they good or
bad, all shall rise again. But whoso first riseth again in
soul, to his blessedness riseth again in body; whoso doth
not first rise again in soul, riseth again in body to his curse.
Whoso riseth again in soul, riseth again in body unto life ;
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Seru. power to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of
E‘lx;;g-l]. Man. Marvel not. For this reason have I said this,
because it behoves Him as Man to be judged by men. And
what men shall He judge? Those Whom He finds alive?
J g‘m 5, Not only those, but what? The hour shall come, when they

" that are in the graves. How did He express those that are
dead in the flesh? Tkey who are in the graves, whose
corpses lie buried, whose ashes are covered up, whose bones
are dispersed, whose flesh is flesh no more, and yet is entire
to God. The hour shall come, when all that are in the graves .
shall hear His Voice, and shall come forth. Be they good
or bad, they shall hear the Voice, and shall come forth. All

!infero- the bands of the grave' shall be burst asunder ; all that was
lost, yea rather was thought to be lost, shall be restored.
For if God made man who was not, can He not refashion
that which was ?

xi.  15. I suppose when it is said, “ God shall raise the dead
again,” no incredible thing is said; for it is of God, not of
man, that it is said. It is a great thing which shall be done,
yea, an incredible thing that shall be done. But let it not
be incredible, for see, Who It is That doeth it. He it is
said shall raise thee, Who created thee. Thou wast not,
and thou art; and once made, shalt thou not be? God
forbid thou shouldest think so! God did something more
marvellous when He made that which was not; and never-
theless He did make that which was not; and shall it be
disbelieved that He is able to refashion that which was, by
those very persons whom He made what they were not? Is
this the return we make to God, we who were not, and were
made? Is this the return we make Him, that we will not
believe that He is able to raise again what He hath made?
Is this the return which His creature renders Him? “ Have
I therefore,” God saith to thee, * made thee, O man, before
thou wast, that thou shouldest not believe Me, that thou
shalt be what thou wast, who hast been able to be what thou
wast not?” But you will say, “ Lo, what I see in the tomb, is
dust, ashes, bones ; and shall this receive life again, skin, sub-
stance, flesh, and rise again? what? these ashes, these bones,
which I see in the tomb?” Well. At least thou seest ashes,
thou seest bones in the tomb ; in thy mother’s womb there was
nothing. This thou seest, ashes at least there are, and bones;
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before that thou wast, there was neither ashes, nor bones ; and Serx.
yet thou wast made, when thou wast not at all; and dost thou E.lx;;vBu]
not believe that these bones, (for in whatever state, of what-
ever kind they are, yet they are,) shall receive the form

again which they had, when thou hast received what thou
hadst not? Believe; for if thou shalt believe this, then

shall thy soul be raised up. And thy soul shall be raised up

now ; The hour shall come, and now is; then to thy bless-

ing shall thy flesh rise again, when the hour shall come, that

all that are in the graves shall hear His Voice, and shall

come forth. For thou must not at once rejoice, because

thou dost hear and come forth ; hear what follows, They v- 29-
that have done good unto the resurrection of life; but they

that have done evil unto the resurreclion of damnation.
Turning to the Lord, &c.

SERMON LXXVIII. [Benx. CXXVIIIL.]

On the words of the Gospel, John v.  If I bear witness of Myself,” &c.
and on the words of the Apostle, Gal. v. « Walk in the Spirit, and ye
ghall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth,” &e.

1. WE have heard the words of the holy Gospel ; and this i,
that the Lord Jesus saith, If I bear witness of Myself, My g;ﬂm 5,
wilness is not true, may perplex some. How then is not
the witness of the Truth true? Is it not Himself Who hath
said, I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life? Whom then Johnl4,
are we to believe, if we must not believe the Truth? For of
a surety he is minded to believe nothing but falsehood, who
does not choose to believe the truth. So then this was spoken
on their principles, that you should understand it thus, and
gather this meaning from these words; If I bear witness of
Myself, My witness 18 not true, that is, as ye think. For He
knew well that His Own witness of Himself was true; but
for the sake of the weak, and hard of belief, and without
understanding, the Sun looked out for lamps. For their
weakness of sight could not bear the dazzling brightness of
the Sun.
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bear witness, let Stephen bear witness, it is He Who dwelleth Serx.
in them all that beareth witness to Himself. For He without E’l‘;s"g‘]
them is God, they without Him, what are they ? —
4. Of Him it is said, He ascended up on high, He led Ps. 68,
captivity captive, He gave gifts unto men. What is, He}.;,{h,,.
led captivity captive? He conquered death. What is, He% 8-
led captivity captive? The devil was the author of death,
and the devil was himself by the Death of Christ led cap-
tive. He ascended up on high. What do we know higher
than heaven? Visibly and before the eyes of His disciples
He ascended into heaven. This we know, this we believe,
this we confess. He gave gifts unto men. What gifts? The
Holy Spirit. He who giveth such a Gift, what is He Himself?
For great is God’s mercy; He giveth a Gift equal to Him-
self; for His Gift is the Holy Spirit, and the Whole Trinity,
Father and Son and Holy Spirit, is One God. What hath
the Holy Spirit brought us? Hear the Apostle; The love of Rom. 5,
God, saith he, hath been shed abroad in ous hearts. Whence,b'
thou beggar, hath the love of God been shed abroad in
thine heart? How, or wherein hath the love of God been
shed abroad in the heart of man? We have, saith he, this2 Cor. 4,
treasure in earthen vessels. Why, in earthen vessels?”:
That the excellency of the power may be of God? Finally,
when he had said, The love of God hath been shed abroad
in our hearts; that no man might think that he hath this
love of God of himself, he added immediately, By the Holy
Spirit, Who hath been given to us. Therefore, that thou jj;.
mayest love God, let God dwell in thee, and love Himself in
thee, thatis, to His love let Him move thee, enkindle, enlighten,
arouse thee.
5. For in this body of ours there is a struggle; as long as
we live, we are in combat; as long as we are in combat, we
are in peril; but, in all these things we are conquerorsyg,, o
through Him Who loved us. Our combat ye heard of just now 37.
when the Apostle was being read. All the law, saith he, isgal. 5,
Sfulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou shalt love thy'4
neighbour as thyself. This love is from the Holy Spirit.
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. First see, if thou
knowest yet how to love thyself; and then will 1 commit to
thee the neighbour whom thou art to love as thyself. But if
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saying, But ¢f through the Spirit ye do mortify the deeds of Serm.

the flesh, ye shall live. 1 ask, through what spirit; my E‘f;s'{;“]
own, or God’s? For I hear thy words, and am still perplexed —
by this ambiguity. For when the word spiri¢ is used, it
is used sometimes of the spirit of a man, and of cattle, as it
is written, that all flesh which had in itself the spirit of li/'e, Gen 6&
died by the flood. And so the word spirit is spoken of cattle, 7 7 a2
and spoken of man too. Sometimes even the wind is called
spirit; as it is in the Psalm, Fire, hail, snow, frost, the ps.147,
spirit of the tempest. For as much then as the word .wpmt8 S‘P"
is used in many ways, by what spirit, O Apostle, hast thou 148
said that the deeds of the flesh are to be mortified; by mine
own, or by the Spirit of God? Hear what follows, and under-
stand. The difficulty is removed by the following words.
For when he had said, But ¢f through the Spirit ye mortify Rom. 8,
the deeds of the flesh, ye shall live; he added lmmedlat.ely,l
For as many as are acted* upon by the Spirit of God, tlcey'
are the sons of God. Thou dost act, if thou art acted upon,
and actest well, if thou art acted upon by the Good. Seo
then when he said to thee, If through the Spirit ye mortify
the deers of the flesh, ye shall live ; and it was doubtful with
thee of what spirit he had spoken, in the words following
understand the Master, acknowledge the Redeemer. For That
Redeemer hath given thee the Spirit Whereby thou mayest
mortify the deeds of the flesh. For as many as are acted
upon by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. They
are not the sons of God if they are not acted upon by the
Spirit of God. But if they are acted upon by the Spirit of
God, they fight ; because they have a mighty Helper. For
God doth not look on at our combattings as the people do
at the gladiators®. The people may favour the gladiator, help' vens-
him they cannot when he is in peril. tores
10. Sothenheretoo; The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and *viii.
the Spiritagainstthe flesh. And whatmeans, Sothat ye cannot
do the things that ye would? For here is the peril with one
who understands it amiss. Be it now my office to explain it,
howsoever incompetent. So that ye cannotdo the thinys that
ye would. Attend, ye holy ones, whosoever ye are that are
fighting. To them that are battling do I speak. They who
Pp2
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thine heart, if thou call thyself back from thy deed, thou wilt 8gzx.

be cured before thou put it into action. For if thou repent E‘."Q‘s";']
in thine heart, that thou hast determined on some bad and -
wicked and abominable and dammable thing; there where
thou wast lying dead, within, so within hast thou arisen.
But if thou have fulfilled, now hast thou been carried out;
but thou hast One to say to thee, Young man, I say unto
thee, Arise. TEven though thou have perpetrated it, repent
thee, return at once, come not to the sepulchre. But even
here I find a third one dead, who was brought even to the
sepulchre. He has now upon him the weight of habit, a
mass of earth presses him down exceedingly. For he has

been practised much in unclean deeds, and is weighed down
exceedingly by his immoderate! habit. Here too Christ! nimi
crieth, Lazarus, come forth. For a man of very evil habit J°bg‘1:,
now stinketh. With good reason did Christ in that case

cry out; and not cry out only, but with a loud Voice cried

out. For at Christ's Cry even such as these, dead though

they be, buried though they be, stinking though they be, yet

even these shall rise again, they shall rise again. For of

none that lieth dead need we despair under such a Raiser

up. Turn we to the Lord, &c.

SERMON LXXIX. [CXXIX. BEN.]

On the words of the Gospel, John v. ¢ Search the Scriptures, in which ye
think ye have eternal life,” &c. against the Donatists.

1. G1ve heed, Beloved, to the lesson of the Gospel which 1.
has just sounded in our ears, whilst 1 speak a few words as
God shall vouchsafe to me. The Lord Jesus was speaking to
the Jews, and said to them, Search the Scriptures, in which Jobn 5,
ye think ye have eternal life, they testify of Me. Then a’
little after He said, I am come in My Father's Name, and ye . 48,
have not received Me; if another shall come in his own name,
him ye will receive. Then a little after; How can ye believe, v. 4.
who look for glory one from another, and seek not the glory
which is of God only? At last He saith, I do not accusev. 45.
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the glory which is of God only. This is the leaven of the Serm.
Pharisees. Of this the Lord bids beware. If it is ser- ﬁ‘,;g‘, '
vants that he bids, and the Lord that bids, let us beware;
lest we hear, Why say ye to Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the M“‘- 7
things which I say ? Lnke 6,

8. Let us then leave a while the Jews to whom the Lord ‘6
was then speaking. They are without, they will not listen
to us, they hate the Gospel itself, they procured false
witness against the Lord, that they might condemn Him
when alive ; other witness they bought with money against
Him when dead. When we say to them, * Believe on Jesus,”
they answer us, “ Are we to believe on a dead man " But
when we add, “ But He rose again;” they answer, “ Not® at! absit
all;” His disciples stole Him away from the sepulchre. The
Jewish buyers love falsehood and despise the truth of the
Lord, the Redeemer. What thou art saying, O Jew, thy
parents bought for money ; and this which they bought hath
continued in thee. Give heed rather to Him That bought
thee, not to him who bought a lie for thee.

4. But as T have said, let usleave these,and attend rather to
these our brethren, with whom we have to do. For Christ is
the Head of the Body. The Head is in Heaven, the Body
is on earth; the Head is the Lord, the Body His Church.
But ye remember it is said, They shall be two in one flesh. Ephes.
This is a great mystery?, says the Apostle, but I speak in f’z‘c‘ﬁ’
Christ and in the Church. If then they are two in onementum
flesh, they are two in one voice. Our Head the Lord Christ
spake to the Jews these things which we heard, when the
Gospel was being read, The Head to His enemies; let
the Body too, that is, the Church, speak to its enemies.
Ye know to whom it should speak. What has it to say? It
is not of myself that I have said, that the voice is one;
because the flesh is one, the voice is one. Let us then say
this to them; I am speaking with the voice of the Church.
“ O brethren, dispersed children, wandering sheep, branches
cut off, why do ye calumniate me? Why do ye not acknow-
ledge me? Search the Scriptures, in which ye think ye have
eternal life, they testify of me;” to the Jews our Head saith,
what the Body saith to you; Ye shall seek me, and shall not gghn 7,
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found the disciples hesitating, doubting, not believing for Szrw.
joy; He opened their understanding that they might under- [',;:{;x]
stand the Scriptures, and said to them, Thus it is writlen, Lake34,
and thus it behoved Christ o suffer, and to rise again from*° &ee
the dead the third day. Thus for the Head ; let Him speak

for the Body too; And that repentance and remission of

sins should be preached in His Name throughout all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. Let the Church then speak to her
enemies, let her speak. She does speak clearly, she is not
silent : only let themn give ear. Brethren, ye have heard the
testimonies, now acknowledge me. Search the Scriptures,

in which ye hope ye have eternal life: they testify of me.
What I have said is not of mine own, but of my Lord’s; and
notwithstanding, ye still turn away, still turn your backs.

How can ye believe me, who look for glory one from another,

and scek not the glory which is of God only? For being Rom.
ignorant of God's righteousness, ye hare a zeal of God, but'®%*
not according to knowledge. For being ignorant of God’s
righteousness, and wishing to establish your own, ye have

not submitled yourselves 1o the righteousness of God. What

else is it to be ignorant of God’s righteousness, and to wish

to establish your own, but to say, “ It is I who sanctify, it is

I who justify ; what I may have given is holy {” Leave to

God what is God’s; recognise, O man, what is man's.

Thou art ignorant of God's righteousness, and wishest to
establish thine own. Thou dost wish to justify me; it is
enough for thee that thou be justified with me.

7. It is said of Antichrist, and all understand of him vi.
what the Lord said, I am come in My Father's Name, and John s,
ye have not received Me; if another shall come in his own
name, him ye will receive. But let us hear John too; Ye ; Jl“sh“
have heard that Antichrist cometh, and even now are there '
many Antichrists. What is it in Antichrist that we are in
horror of, but that he is to honour his own name, and to
despise the Name of the Lord? What else doeth he that
saith, “ It is I that justify?” We answer him, “ I came to
Christ, not with my feet, but with my heart I came; where
I heard the Gospel, there did I believe, there was I baptized;
because I believed on Christ, 1 believed on God.” Yet says
he, ¢ Thou art not clean”” Why? ¢ Because I was not
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of me ; for that I am His body of Whom he wrote. And of Seaw.
the Church did Moses write. For I have quoted the words of [';2; B3
Moses, In thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed. Gen 33,
Moses wrote this in the first book. If ye believed Moses, '8

ye would also believe Christ. Because ye despise Moses’
words, it must needs be that ye despise the words of Christ.

They have there, saith He, Moses and the Prophets, lethkelc,
them hear them. Nay, father Abraham, but if one went, 30.
unlto them from the dead, him they will hear. dnd He said,y, 31.
If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither will they
believe, if one rise again from the dead. This was said of

the Jews: was it therefore not said of heretics? He had viii.
risen from the dead, Who said, I¢ behoved Christ to suffer, Lukedt,
and to rise again from the dead the third day. This I
believe. I believe it, he says. Dost thou believe? Wherefore
believest thou not what follows? In that thou believest,

1t behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead

the third day; this was spoken of the Head; believe also

that which follows concerning the Church, That repent-

ance and remission of sins should be preached throughout

all nations. Wherefore dost thou believe as touching the
Head, and believest not as touching the Body? What hath

the Church done to thee, that thou wouldest so to say
behead her? Thou wouldest take away the Church’s Head,

and believe the Head,leave the Body as it were a lifeless trunk.

It is all to no purpose that thou dost caress the Head, like

any devoted servant. e that would take off the head, doth

his best to kill both the head and the body. They arc
ashamed to deny Christ, yet are they not ashamed to deny
Christ's words. Christ neither we nor ye have seen with

our eyes. The Jews saw, and slew Him. We have not

seen Him, and believe; His words are with us. Compare
yourselves with the Jews: they despised Him hanging

upon the Tree, ye despise Him sitting in heaven; at their
suggestion Christ’s title was set! up, by your setting? yourselves 1 gteg¢.
up, Christ’s Baptism is effaced. But what remains, brethren b':‘"“'
but that we pray even for the proud, that we pray even for

the puffed up, who so extol themselves? Let us say to God

on their behalf, Let them know that the Lord is Thy Name ; Ps. 82,
and not that men, but Thou Only art the Most High over19 Sept.

E.V.83.
all the earth. Let us turn to the Lord, &c. 18,
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SERMON LXXX. [CXXX. Ben.]

On the words of the Gospel, John vi. where the miracle of the five loaves
and the two fishes is related.

sezx. 1. IT was a great miracle that was wrought, dearly beloved,
:gg‘_g] for five thousand men to be filled with five loaves and two
fishes, and the remnants of the fragments to fill twelve baskets.
A great miracle: but we shall not wonder much at what was
done, if we give heed to Him That did it. He multiplied
the five loaves in the hands of them that brake them, Who
multiplieth the seeds that grow in the earth, so as that a few
grains are sown, and whole barns are filled. But, because
He doth this every year, no one marvels. Not the incon-
! vilitas siderableness' of what is done, but its constancy takes away
admiration of it. But when the Lord did these things, He
spake to them that had understanding, not by words only,
but even by the miracles themselves. The five loaves sig-
nified the five books of Moses’ Law. The old Law is barley
compared to the Gospel wheat. In those books are great
mysteries concerning Christ contained. Whence He saith
Jobn 8, Himself, If ye had believed Moses, ye would believe Me also ;
4. Jor he wrote of Me. But as in barley the marrow is hid
under the chaff, so in the veil of the mysteries of the Law is
Christ hidden. As those mysteries of the Law are developed
and unfolded; so too those loaves increased when they were
broken. And in this that I have explained to you, I have
broken bread unto you. The five thousand men signify the
people ordered under the five books of the Law. The twelve
baskets are the twelve Apostles, who themselves too were
filled with the fragments of the Law. The two fishes are
either the two precepts of the love of God and our neigh-
bour, or the two people of the circumcision and uncircum-
cision, or those two sacred personages of the king and the
priest. As these things are explained, they are broken; when
they are understood, they are eaten.
John 6, 2. Let us turn to Him Who did these things. He is Him-
- solf The Bread Which came down from heaven; but Bread
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Sary. in It as a bait His Blood. He indeed had power to shed

[Il‘;f, Bh His Blood, he did not attain® to drink it. And in that he

m shed the Blood of Him Who was no debtor, he was com-

manded to render up the debtors; he shed the Blood of the

Innocent, he was commanded to withdraw from the guilty.

He verily shed His Blood to this end, that He might wipe

out our sins. That then whereby he held us fast was effaced

by the Redeemer’s Blood. For he only held us fast by the

bonds of our own sins. They were the captive’s chains.

lgnt.m, He came, He bound the strong one with the bonds of His

*  Passion; He entered into his house, into the hearts, that is,

of those where he did dwell, and took away his vessels. We

are his vessels. He had filled them with his own bitterness.

This bitterness too he pledged to our Redeemer in the gall.

He had filled us then_as his vessels; but our Lord spoiling

his vessels, and making them His Own, poured out the
bitterness, fillcd them with sweetness.

P.uss,s. 8. Let us then love Him, for He is sweet. Taste and sce

v834 that the Lord s sweet. He is to be feared, but to be loved

still more. He is Man and God; the One Christ is Man and

God; as one man is soul and body: but God and Man are

not two Persons. In Christindeed there are two substances,

God and Man; but one Person, that the Trinity may remain,

and that there be not a quaternity introduced by the addition

*homine of the human? nature. How then can it be that God should

s;fm not have mercy upon us, for whose sake God was made Man?

11;7e (;57 Much is that which He hath done already ; more wonderful is

(7) note that which He hath done, than what He hath promised ; and

ll“:dg"f by that which He hath done, ought we to believe what He

hath promised. For that which He hath done, we should

scarcely believe, unless we also saw it. Where do we see

it? In the peoples that believe, in the multitude that has

been brought unto Him. For that hath been fulfilled which

Gen 12,was promised to Abraham; and from these things which we

see, we believe what we do not see. Abraham was one

single man, and to him was it said, In thy seed shall all

nations be blessed. 1f he had looked to himself, when would

he have belicved? He was one single man, and was now

old; and he had a barren wife, and one who was so far

advanced in age, that she could not conceive, even though
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she had not been barren. There was nothing at all from Serx.
which any hope could be drawn. But he looked to Hlm“sg( gl
That gave the promise, and believed what he did not see. Lo,

what he believed, we see. Therefore from these things
which we see, we ought to believe what we see not. He
begat Isaac, we saw it not; and Isaac begat Jacob, and this

we did not see; and Jacob begat twelve sons, and them we

saw not; and his twelve sons begat the people of Israel; this

great people we see. I have now begun to mention those
things which we do see. Of the people of Israel was born

the Virgin Mary, and she gave birth to Christ; and, lo, in
Christ all nations are blessed. What more true? more
certain? more plain? Together with me, long after the
world to come, ye who have been gathered together out of

the nations. In this world hath God fulfilled His promise
concerning the seed of Abraham. How shall He not give

us His eternal promises, whom He hath made to be Abra-
ham’s seed? For this the Apostle saith; But if ye be Gal.3,
Christ's, (they are the Apostle’s words,) then are ye Abraham’s

seed.

4. We have begun to be some great thing; let no man
despise himself: we were once nothing; but we are some-
thing. We have said unto the Lord, Remember that we are Ps. 102,
dust; but out of the dust He made man, and to dust He gave - s"’"
life, and in Christ our Lord hath He already brought thxle&
same dust to the Kingdom of Heaven. For from this dust
took He flesh, from this took earth, and hath raised earth to
heaven, He Whomade heaven and earth. Ifthen thesetwo new
things, not yet done, were set before us, and it were asked of
us, “ Which is the most wonderful, that He Who is God
should be made Man, or he who is man should be made a
man of God? which is the more wonderful? which the
more difficult?” What hath Christ promised us? That
which as yet we see not ; that is, that we should be His men,
and reign with Him, and never die? This is so to say with
difficulty believed, that a man once born should arrive at
that life, where he shall never die. This is what we believe
withaheartwell cleansed!, cleansed, I mean,of thc world’sdust ;! ex-
that this dust close not up our eye of faith. This it is that ****
we are bid believe, that after we have been dead, we shall be

Qq
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soever we shall have endured in this world, all that passeth Serm.
away, is nothing. The good things shall come which shall[Il‘;‘o’_‘];‘_j
not pass away ; by labours we arrive at them. But when we
have arrived, no one teareth us away from them. The gates
of Jerusalem are shut; they receive the bolts too, that to that
city it may be said, Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem, praise thy Ps. 147,
God, O Sion. For He hath strengthened the bolts of thy'™ *
gates ; He hath blessed thy children within thee. Who hath
made thy borders peace. When the gates are shut, and the
bolts drawn, no friend goeth out, no enemy entereth in.
There shall we have true and assured security, if here we

shall not have abandoned the truth.

SERMON LXXXI. [CXXXI. Ben.]

On the words of the Gospel, John vi, “ Except ye eat the Flesh, &c." and
on the words of the Apostles, and the Psalms, against the Pelagians.

Delivered at the Table of the Martyr St. Cyprian, the 9th of the Calends of
October, 28rd Sept. on the Lord’s day.

1. WE have heard the True Master, the Divinc Redeemer, j,
the human Saviour, commending to us our Ransom, His
Blood. For He spake to us of His Body and Blood ; He
called His Body Meat, His Blood Drink. The faithful re-
cognise the Sacrament of the faithful. But the hearers what
else do they but hear? When therefore commending such
Meat and such Drink He said, Excepl ye shall eat My Jsobn 6,
Flesh and drink My Blood, ye shall have no life in you;%*
(and this that He said concerning life, Who else said it but
the Life Itself? But that man shall have death, not life,
who shall think that the Life is false,) His disciples were
offended, not all of them indeed, but very many, saying
within themselves, This is an hard saying, who can hear it ? v. 60.
But when the Lord knew this in Himself, and heard the
murmurings of their thought, He answered them, thinking
though uttering nothing, that they might understand that
they were heard, and might cease to entertain such thoughts.

Qq2
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SE«M What then did He answer? Doth this offend you? What
[131 B ] jthen if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend up where
v.61,63. He was before? What meaneth this? Doth this offend
you ? “ Do ye imagine that I am about to make divisions of
this My Body Which ye see; and to cut up My Members,
and give them to you? Wihat then if ye shall see the Son
of Man ascend up where He was before?” Assuredly, He
Who could ascend Whole could not be consumed. So then
He both gave us of His Body and Blood a healthful refresh-
ment, and briefly solved so great a question as to His Own
Entirencss. Let them then who eat, eat on, and them that
drink, drink; let them hunger and thirst; eat Life, drink
Life That eating, is to be refreshed; but thou art in such
wise refreshed, as that that whereby thou art refreshed, faileth
not. That drinking, what is it but to live? Eat Life, drink
Life; thou shalt have life, and the Life is Entire. But then
this shall be, that is, the Body and the Blood of Christ shall
be each man’s Life; if what is taken in the Sacrament visibly
is in the truth itself eaten spiritaally, drunk spiritually. For
v.63. we have heard the Lord Himsell saying, It is the Spirit
That quickeneth, but the flesh profiteth nothing. The words
v-84.  that I have spoken unto you, are Spirit and Life. But there
are some of you, saith He, that believe not. Such were they
who said, This is a hard saying, who can hear it? It is
hard, but only to the Lard; that is, it is incredible, but only
to the incredulous.
il. 2. But in order to teach us that this very believing is
v.66. matter of gift, not of desert, He saith, 4s I have said unto
you, no man cometh unlo Me, except it were given him of
My Father. Now as to where the Lord said this, if we call
to mind the foregoing words of the Gospel, we shall find
v.44.  that He had said, No man cometh unto Me, excep! the Father
Which hath sent Me draw him. He did not say lead,
but draw. This violence is done to the heart, not the
body. Why then dost thou warvel? Believe, and thou
comest; love, and thou art drawn. Do not suppose here
any rough and uneasy violence; it is gentle, it is sweet; it is
the very sweetness that draweth thee. Isnot a sheep drawn,
when fresh grass is shewn to it in its hunger ? Yet I imagine
that it is not bodily driven on, but fast bound by desire. In
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such wise do thou come too to Christ; do not conceive of Serm.
long journeyings; where thou believest, there thou comest. [mxf;i
For unto Him Who is every where we come by love, not by ~
sailing. DBut forasmuch as even in this kind of voyage,
waves and tempests of divers temptations abound ; believe on
the Crucified; that thy faith may be able to ascend the Wood.
Thou shalt not sink, but shalt be borne upon the Wood.
Thus, even thus, amid the waves of this world did he sail,
who said, But God forbid that 1 should glory, save in the Gal 6.
C'ross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. But wonderful it is, that when Christ Crucified is
preached, two hear, one despiseth, the other ascendeth.
Let him that despiseth, impute it to himself; let not him
that ascendeth, arrogate it to himself. For he hath heard
from the True Master; No man cometh unto Me, except it
were given unto him of My Father. Let him joy, that it
hath been given; let him render thanks to Him Who giveth
it, with a humble, not an arrogant heart; lest what he hath
attained® through humility, he lose through pride. For even ' meruit
they who arc already walking in this way of righteousness, if iii.
they attribute it to themselves, and to their own strength,
perish out of it. And therefore Holy Scripture teaching
us humility saith by the Apostle, Work out your oun py, g,
salvation with fear and trembling. And lest hereupon they 12
should attribute ought to themselves, because he said, Wor#,
he subjoined immediately, For it is God Who worketh inv.1s:
you both to will and to do of His good pleasure. It is God
Who worketh in you; therefore rwith fear and trembling,
make a valley, receive the rain. Low grounds are filled,
high grounds are dricd up. Grace is rain. Why dost thou
marvel then, if God resiet the proud, and girveth grace unio James
the lowly? Therefore, with fear and trembling; that is, "™
with humility. Be not high-minded, but fear. Fear that Rom.
thou mayest be filled; be not high-minded, lest thou be '’ 2%
dried up.

4. But you will say, “ I am walking in this way already;
once there was need for me to learn, there was need for me
to know by the teaching of the law what I had to do: now
I have the free choice of the will; who shall withdraw me
from this way?” If thou read carefully, thou wilt find that iv.



588 Glod keeps in us what He gave us, only if we ascribe it to Him.

Serm. a certain man began to uplift himself, on a certain abundance

r'i?f 1’;1] of his, which he had nevertheless received; but that the

~ Lord in mercy, to teach him humility, took away what He

had given; and he was on a sudden reduced to poverty, and

confessing the mercy of God in his recollection, he said,

Ps.29.6. In my abundance I said, I shall never be moved. In my

E.V.30.abundance I said. But I said it, I who am a man said it;
P 8. "6 Allmen are liars; I said. Therefore,in my abundance I said ;

so great was the abundance, that I dared to say, I shall never

Ps. 2918 be moved. What next! O Lord,in Thy favour Thou gavest

E. %,30 sirength to my beauty. But Thou turnedst away Thy Face
from me, and I was troubled. “ Thou hast shewn me,

saith he, ¢ that that wherein I did abound, was of Thee.

Thou hast shewn me Whence 1 should seek, to Whom

attribute what T had received, to Whom I ought to render

Ps 58, thanks, to Whom I should run in my thirst, Whereby be filled,

't and with Whom keep that whereby I should be filled. For my

E 59, strength will I keep 1o Thee; whereby 1 am by Thy bounty

> filled, through Thy safe keeping I will not lose. My strength

will I keep to Thee. That Thou mightest shew me this,
Thou turnedst away Thy Face from me,and I was troubled.

Troubled, because dried up; dried up, because exalted. Say

then thou dry aud parched one, that thou mayest be filled

Ps. 142, again ; My soul is as earth without water unto Thee. Say,

%vp My soul is as earth without water unto Thee. For Thou

143.  hast said, not the Lord, 7 shall never be moved. Thou hast

said it, presuming on thine own strength; but it was not of

thyself, and thou didst think as if it were.”

v. 5. What then doth the Lord say? Serve ye the Lordin fear,

g:j:"‘and rejoice unto Him with trembling. So the Apostle too,

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

For it is God Who worketh in you. Therefore rejoice with

trembling: Lest at any time the Lord be angry. 1 see that

you anticipate me by your crying out. For you know what

I am about to say, you anticipate it by crying out. And

whence have ye this, but that He taught you to Whom ye

have by believing come? This then He saith; hear what ye

know already; T am not teaching, but in preaching am

calling to your remembrance; nay, I am neither teaching,

seeing that ye know already, nor calling to remembrance,
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Sern. was wounded by the robbers, and half dead by the way,
LEXXI,
(131.8.jhow he was strengthened, by receiving oil and wine for his
~ wounds. His error indeed was already pardoned, and yet
his weakness is in process of healing in the inu. The inn,
if ye recognise it, is the Church. In the time present, an
inn, because in life we are passing by: it will be a home,
whence we shall never remove, when we shall have got in
perfect health unto the kingdom of heaven. Meanwhile
receive we gladly our treatment in the inn, and weak as we
still are, glory we not of sound health: lest through our
pride we gain nothing else, but never for all our treatment to
be cured.

vii. 7. Bless the Lord, O my soul. Say, yea say to thy soul,
Pe. 103, Thou art still in this life, still bearest about a frail ficsh,
Wind.9, 8till doth the corruptible body press down the soul; still after
15, the entireness of remission hast thou received the remedy of

prayer; for still, whilst thy wecaknesses are being healed, dost
M.tt.s thou say, Forgive us our debts. Say then to thy soul, thou
lowly valley, not an exalted hill; say to thy soul, Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. What
benefits? Tell them, enumerate them, render thanks. What
v.3. benefits? Who forgiveth all thine iniquities. This took
place in baptism. What takes place now?! o healeth
all thy weaknesses. This takes place now ; I acknowledge.
But as long as I am here, the corruptible body presseth
down the soul. Say then also that which comes next,
v.4.  Who redeemeth thy life from corruption. After redemption
1Cor. from corruption, what remaineth? When this corruptible
lg:;.b" shall Kave put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have
put on smmortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. Where,
O death,is thy contention ? There rightly, O death, where is
thy sting? Thou seekest its place, and findest it not. What
is the sting of death? What is, O death, where is thy sting ?
Where is sin? Thou seekest, and it is no where. For the
sting of dealh is sin. They are the Apostle’s words, not
mine. Then shall it be said, O death, where is thy sting ?
Sin shall no where be, neither to surprise thee, nor to assault
1 titillet thee, nor to inflame’ thy conscience. Then it shall not be

P 108,






592 Jews strive against hidden, Pelagians against open, grace.
Sexx. agked for a sign from the Lord, and said, I pray, Lord, that

{'igﬂ']this fleece which I put in the floor be bedewed!’, aud that

icomplu- the floor be dry.” And it was so; the fleece was bedewed,

3% the whole floor was dry. In the morning he wrung out the

fleece in a bason; forasmuch as to the humble is grace

given; and in a bason, ye know what the Lord did to His

disciples. Again, he asked for another sign; “ O Lord, I

would,” saith he, ¢ that the fleece be dry, the floor bedewed.”

And it was so. Call to mind the time of the Old Testament,

grace was hidden in a cloud, as the rain in the fleece.

Mark now the time of the New Testament, consider well the

nation of the Jews, thou wilt find it as a dry fleece ; whereas

the whole world, like that floor, is full of grace, not hidden,

but manifested. Wherefore we are forced exceedingly to

bewail our brethren, who strive not against hidden, but

against open and manifested grace. There is allowance for

the Jews. What shall we say of Christians? Wherefore

are ye enemies to the grace of Christ? Why rely ye on
yourselves? Why unthankful? For why did Christ come ?

Was not nature here before? Was not nature here, which ye

only deceive by your excessive praise? Was not the Law

;}"- %, here? But the Apostle says, If righteousness come by the

Law, then Christ is dead in vain. What the Apostle says

of the Law, that say we of nature to these men. “ If
righteousness come by nature, then Christ is dead in vain.”

x. 10. What then was said of the Jews, the same altogether

Rom. do we see in these men now. They have a zeal of God: T

10,2. bear them record that they have a zeal of God, bul not

according to knowledge. What is, not according to know-

v.8. ledge? For being ignorant of God's righteousness, and

wishing to establish their own, they have not submitted

themselves unto the righteousness of God. My brethren,

share with me in my sorrow. When ye find such as these,

sperver-do not hide them; be there no such misdirected® mercy in

5 you; by all means, when ye find such, hide them not.

Convince the gainsayers, and those who resist, bring to us.

For already have two ¢ councils on this question been sent to

the Apostolic see; and rescripts also have come from thence.

¢ Of Carthage and Milevis which Roman Pontiff, Innocent, (A. D. 417.)

are am the Epistles of St. A in the Epistles 181. 182, Bened.
tine, 175.176. Andthe rescripts of the Not.
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LS:;!:; deaf. For the ears of the body thou hast open, seeing that
{132.p.jthou hearest the words which were spoken; but the ears of
"7 the heart thou hast still closed, seeing thou understundest
! disputonot what was spoken. I plead’, I do not discuss it. Lo,
vero " Easter? is at hand, give in thy name for baptism. If the
*Pascha festivity arouse thee not, let the very curiosity induce thee:
v.56. that thou mayest know the meaning of, Whoso eateth My
Flesh and drinketh My Blood dwelleth in Me, and I in
him. That thou mayest know with me what is meant,
‘.f‘“' , Knock, and it shall be opened unto thee: and as I say to
) thee, Knock, and it shall be opened unto thee, so do I too
knock, open thou to me. When I speak aloud to the ears, 1
knock at the breast.

ii. 2. But if the Catechumens, my brethren, are to be exhorted
not to delay to approach to this so great grace of regene-
ration; what great care ought we to have in building up the
faithful, that their approaching may profit them, and that
they eat and drink not such a Banquet unto their own judg-
ment! Now that they may not eat and drink unto judgment,
let them live well. Be ye exhorters, not by words, but by
your conduct; that they who have not been baptized, may in
such wise hasten to follow you, that they perish not by
imitating you. Do ye who are married keep the fidelity of
the marriage-bed with your wives. Render what you require.
As a husband thou requirest chastity from thy wife; give heran
example, not words. Thou art the head, look where thou
goest. For thou oughtest to go where it may not be danger-
ous for her to follow: yea, thou oughtest to walk thyself
where thou wouldest have her follow. Thou requirest strength
from the weaker sex; the lust of the flesh ye have both of
you: let him that is the stronger, be the first to conquer.
And yet, which is to be lamented, many men arc conquered
by the women. Women preserve chastity, which men will
not preserve; and in that they preserve it not, would wish to
appear men: as though he was in sex the stronger, only that
the enemy might more easily subdue him. There is a
struggle, a war, a combat. The man is stronger than the

-+ Ephes. woman, the man ts the head of the woman. The woman
8,38. combats and overcomes; dost thou succumb to the enemy ?
The body stands firm, and does the head lie low? But those
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of you who have not yet wives, and who yet already approach Sern.
to the Lord’s Table and eat the Flesh of Christ, and drink {555,
His Blood, if ye are about to marry, keep yourselves for™
your wives. As ye would have them come to you, such
ought they also to find you. What young man is there who
would not wish to marry a chaste wife? And if he were
about to espouse a virgin, who would not desire she should
be unpolluted? Thou lookest for one unpolluted, be un-
polluted thyself. Thou lookest for one pure, be not thyself
impure. For it is not that she is able, and thou art not able.
If it were not possible, then could not she be so. But seeing
that she can, let this teach thee, that it is possible. And
that she may have this power, God is her ruler. But thou
wilt have greater glory if thou shalt do it. Why greater
glory? The vigilance of parents is a check to her, the very
modesty of the weaker sex is a bridle to her; lastly, she is in
fear of the laws of which thou art not afraid. Therefore it
is then that thou wilt have greater glory if thou shalt do it;
because if thou do it, thou fearest God. She has many
things to fear besides God, thou fearest God alone. But He
Whom thou fearest is greater than all. He is to Le feared in iii.
public, He in secret. Thou goest out, thou art seen; thou
goest in, thou art seen ; the lamp is lighted, He seeth thee;
the lawp is extinguished, He seeth thee; thou enterest into
thy closet, He seeth thee; in the retirement® of thine own !in cor-
heart, He seeth thee. Fear Him, Him Whose care it is to f:,::"
see thee; and even by this fear be chaste. Or if thou wilt
sin, seck for some place where He may not see thee, and do
what thou wouldest.

3. But ye who have tuken the vow already, chasten your
bodies more strictly, and suffer not yourselves to loosen the
reins of concupiscence even after those things which are
permitted; that ye may not only turn away from an unlawful
connexion?, but may despise even a lawful look. Remem-* coucu-
ber, in whichever sex ye are, whether men or women, that ye bitu
are leading on earth the life of Angels: For the Angels are yy.
neither given in marriage, nor marry. This shall we be, 2% 30.
when we shall have risen again. How much better arc ye,
who before death begin to be what men will be afier the
resurrection! Keep your proper degrees, for God keepeth
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for you your honours. The resurrection of the dead is
compared to the stars that are set in heaven. For star
differeth from star in glory, as the Apostle says; so also is
the resurrection of the dead. For after one manner virginity
shall shine there, after another shall wedded chastity shine
there, after another shall holy widowhood shine there. They
shall shine diversely, but all shall be there. The brilliancy
unequal, the heaven the same.

4. With your thoughts then on your degrees, and keeping
your professious, approach ye to the Flesh of the Lord,
approach to the Blood of the Lord. Whoso knoweth him-
self to be otherwise, let him not approach. Be moved to
compunction rather by my words. For they who know that
they are keeping for their wives, what from their wives they
require, they who know that they are in every way keeping
continence, if this they have vowed to God, feel joy at my
words ; but they who hear me say, “ Whosoever of you are
not keeping chastity, approach not to that Bread, are sad-
dened.” And I should have no wish to say this; but what
can I do? Shall I fear man, so as to suppress the truth?
What, if those servants do not fear the Lord, shall 1 there-
fore too not fear? as if I do not know that it is said, ¢ Thou
wicked and slothful servant, thou shouldest dispense, and I
require.” Lo, I have dispensed, O Lord my God; lo, in Thy
Sight, and in the sight of Thy Holy Angels, and of this Thy
people, I have laid out Thy money; for I am afraid of Thy

judgment. I have dispensed, do Thou require. Though I

should not say it, Thou wouldest do it. Therefore I rather
say, I have dispensed, do Thou convert, do Thou spare.
Make them chaste who have been unchaste, that in Thy
Sight we may rejoice together when the judgment shall
come, both he who hath dispensed and he to whom it hath
been dispensed. Doth this please you? May it do so!
Whosoever of you are unchaste, amend yourselves, whilst ye
are alive. For I have power to speak the word of God, but
to deliver the unchaste, who persevere in wickedness, from
the judgment and condemnation of God, have I no power.






898 All saying what is not done, not a lie; The Truth cannot lie.
SerM. feast day, for My time is nol yet accomplished. Then fol-

f’,‘;;{;"] lows the Evangelist; When He had said these words, He

v.9. Himself stayed in Galilee. Bul when His brethren were

v 10. gone up, then went He also up to the feast day, not openly,
but as it were in secret. Thus far is the extent of the diffi-
culty, all the rest is clear.

2. What then is the difficulty? what makes the per-
plexity ? what is in peril? Lest the Lord, yea,to speak more
plainly, lest the Truth Ttself should be thought to have lied.
For if we would have it thought that He lied, the weak will
receive an authority for lying. We have heard say that He
lied. For those who think that He lied, speak thus, ¢ He
said that He should not go up to the feast day, and He went
up.” 1In the first place then, let us, as far as in the press of
time we can, sec whether he does lie, who says a thing and
does it not. TFor example, 1 have told a friend, * I will see
you to-morrow;” some greater necessity occurs to hinder me;
I have not on that account spoken falsely. For when I
made the promise, I meant what [ said. But when some

1 fidem greater matter occurred, which hindered the accomplishment?!
of my promise, I had no design to lie, but I was uot able to
fulfil the promise. Lo, to my thinking T have used no
labour to persuade you, but have merely suggested to your

1pru-  good sense?, that he who promises something, and doeth it

dentiam , ot does not lie, if, that he do it not, something has occurred
to hinder the fulfilment of his promise, not to be any proof
of falsehood.

3. But some one who hears me will say, * Canst thou then
say this of Christ, that He either was not able to fulfil what
He would, or that He did not know things to come ?” Thou
doest well, good is thy suggestion, right thy hint; but, O
man, share with me my anxiety. Dare we to say that He
lies, Who we do not dare to say is weak in power? I for my
part, to the best of my thinking, as far as according to my
infirmity I am able to judge, would choose that a man should
be deceived in any matter rather than lie in any. For to be

Ps.5,5.deceived is the portion of infirmity, to lie of iniquity. Thou
hatest, O Lord, saith he, all them that work iniquity. And

v. 6. immediately after, Thou shalt destroy all them that speak a
lie. Either iniquity and a lie are upon alevel; or, Thou shalt
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Serw. false, and asserts it as true, lies; he aims to deceive. For
[133.8,) What good is it to him, that it is true? He all the while
thinks it false, and says it as if it were true. What he says
is true in itself, it is in itself true; with regard to him it is
false, his conscience does not hold that which he is saying;
he thinks in himself one thing to be true, he gives out another
for truth. His is a double heart, not single; he does not
bring out that which he bas init. The double heart has long
Ecclus. since been condemned. With deceitful lips in a heart and a
304 heart have they spoken evil things. Had it been enough to
E .9,8ay, in the heart have they spoken evil things, where is the
o 12,9, deceitful lips? What is deceit? When one thing is done,
another pretended. Deceitful lips are not a single heart;
and because not a single heart, therefore tn a heart and
a heart; therefore tn a heart twice, because the heart is
double.

5. How then think we of the Lord Jesus Christ, that He
lied? Ifit is a lessevil to be deceived than to lie, dare we to
say that He lies Who we dare not to say is deceived? But
He is neither deceived, nor doth He lie; but in very deed
as it is written, (for of Him is it understood, of Him ought it
to be understood,) Nothing false is said unto the King, and
nothing false shall proceed out ¢f His mouth. 1f by King
here he meant any man, let us prefer Christ the King, to a
man-king. But if, which is the truer understanding of it, it
is Christ of whom he spake, if 1 say, as is the truer under-
standing of it, it is Christ of Whom he spake; (for to Him
indeed nothing false is said,in that He is not deceived; from
His Mouth nothing false proceedeth, in that He doth not lie;)
let us look how we are to understand the section of the Gospel,

! voragi- and let us not make the !pitfall of a lie, as it were, on heavenly
"™ authority. But it is most absurd to be seeking to explain
the truth, and to prepare a place for a lie. What art thou
teaching me, I ask thee, who art explaining this text to me,
what wouldest thou teach me? I do not know whether
you would dare to say, “ Falsehood.” For if you should dare
to say this, I turn away mine ears, and fasten them up with
thorns, that if you should try to force your way, I might
through their very pricking make away without the expla-
nation of the Gospel. Tell me what thon wouldest wish to

























608 Xt alone can free, who took our flesh, not its sin.

senn. are dead, dead servants, dead in their service, servants in

LXXXIV,
[184.B.)

their death.
4. Who then freeth from death and from bondage, save He,

P1.88,5. Who is Free among the dead? Who is Free among the

dead, save He Who among sinners is without sin? Lo, the
prince of the world cometh, saith our Redeemer Himself,

gghnu, our Deliverer, Lo, the prince of the world cometh, and shall

Jind nothing in Me. He holds fast those whom he hath
deceived, whom he hath seduced, whom he hath persuaded
to sin and death; in Me shall ke find nothing. Come, Lord,
Redeemer come, come; let the captive acknowledge thee,
him that leadeth captive flee thee; be Thou my De-
liverer. Lost as I was, He hath found me in Whom the devil
findeth nothing that cometh of the flesh. The prince of
this world findeth in Him Flesh, he findeth it; but what
kind of Flesh ? A mortal Flesh, which he can seize, which he
can crucify, which he can kill. Thou art mistaken, O
deceiver, the Redeemer is not deceived; thon art mistaken.
Thou seest in the Lord a mortal Flesh, it is not flesh of sin,
it is the likeness of flesh of sin. For God sent His Son in
the likeness of flesh of sin. True Flesh, mortal Flesh; but not

B.om 8,flesh of sin. For God sent His Son in the likeness of flesh of

v. 4.

iv.

sin, that by sin He might condemn sin in the Flesh. For God
sent His Son in the likeness of flesh of sin ; in Flesh, but not
in flesh of sin; but in the likeness of flesh of sin. For what
purpose ? That by sin, of which assuredly there was none in
Him, He might condemn sin in the flesh; that the righte-
ousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5. If then it was the likeness of flesh of sin, not flesh of
sin, how, That by sin He might condemn sin in the Flesh ?
So a likeness is wont to receive the name of that thing of
which it is a likeness. The word man is used for a real
man; but if you shew a man painted on the wall, and enquire
what it is, it is answered, “ A man.” So then Flesh having
the likeness of flesh of sin, that it might be a sacrifice for sin,
is called “ sin.” The same Apostle says in another place,

2Cor.5, He made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin. Him

Who knew mo sin: Who is He Who knew no sin, but
























616  Apostles confess sins, that sinners may not despair.

Sean. was led to suffering, he dared to follow, who came to the
[‘;;:.’éf]'house, and was wearied in the palace, and stood at the fire,
and was cold; he stood at the fire, he was frozen with a
chilling fear. Being questioned by the maid-servant, he
Mat.26, denied Christ once ; being questioned a second time, he
#2 denied Him; being questioned a third time, he denied Him.
God be thanked, that the questioning ccased ; if the question-
ing had not ceased, long would the denial have been repeated.
So then after IIc rose again, then He confirmed them, then
did they become spiritual. Had they at that time then no
sin? The Apostles spiritual, wrote spiritual epistles, they
sent them to the Churches;  they had no sin.” This you
say. I do not believe you, I ask themselves. Tell us, O holy
Apostles, after the Lord rose again, and confirmed you with
the Holy Ghost sent from heaven; did ye cease to have sin?
Tell us, I pray you. Let us hear, that sinners may not
despair, that they may not leave off:to pray to God, because
they are not without sin. Tell us. One of them saith. And
who? He whom the Lord loved the most, and who lay on
John13, the Lord’s Breast,and drank in the mysteries of the kingdom
2. of heaven which he was to pour forth again. Him I ask;
1Johnl, “ Have ye sin or not!” He maketh answer and saith, [f we
8. shall say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
John 1, truth is not in us. Now it is the same John who said, In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. See ye what heights he had passed,
that he could reach to the Word! Such an one, and so
great, who like an eagle soared above the clouds, who in the
serene clearness of his mind saw, In the beginning was the
Word ; he hath said, If we shall say that we have no sin,
1 John we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
1,9 shall confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our 8ins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. There-
fore pray ye.
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618 Our Lord’s words, not the bodily cure, enlightened the heart.

Sern. was the Son of God. And then we have heard an answer of

['132’;'] His entirely false; for he said, We know that God heareth

v.81. not sinners. If God heareth not sinners, what hope have we?

If God heareth not sinners, why do we pray, and publish the

record of our sin by the beating of the breast? Where

Lukel8, again is that Publican, who went up with the Pharisee into

! ventj- the temple, and while the Pharisee was boasting, parading®

lante  his own merits, he standing afar off, and with his eyes fastened

on thesground, and beating his breast, was confessing his sins?

And this man, who confessed his sins, went down from the

temple justified rather than the other Pharisee. Assuredly

then God doth hear sinners. But he who spake these words

had not yet washed the face of the heart in Siloa. The sacra-

ment had gone before on his eyes; but in the heart had not

been yet effected the blessing of the grace. When did this

blind man wash the face of his heart? When the Lord

admitted him into Himself after he had been cast out by the

Jews. For He found him, and said to him as we have heard;

v-38.  Dost thou believe on the Son ¢f God? And he, Wkho is He,

Lord, that I may believe on Him ? With the eyes, it is

true, he saw already ; did he see already in the heart? No,

not yet. Wait; he will see presently. Jesus answered him,

v.sr. I that speak with thee am He. Did he doubt? No, forth-

with he washed his face. For he was speaking with That

v.7.  Siloa, which ts by interprelation, Sent. Who is the Sent,

John 4, but Christ? Who often bare witness, saying, [ do the will

_?,3,‘:;6 of My Father That sent Me. He then was Himself the

Siloa. The man approached blind in heart, he heard,
believed, adored ; washed the face, saw.

8. But they who cast him out continued blind, forasmuch

as they cavilled at the Lord, that it was the Sabbath when

He made clay of the spittle, and anointed the eyes of the

blind man. For when the Lord cured with a word, the

Jews openly cavilled. For He did no work on the

Sabbath day, when He spake, and it was done. It was

a manifest cavil; they cavilled at Him merely command-

ing, they cavilled at Him speaking; as if they did not

themselves speak all the Sabbath day. 1 might say that they

do not speak not only on the Sabbath, but on no day, foras-

much as they have kept back from the praises of the True God.












622 Elisha restoring the dead child, a type of our Lord s humiliation.

Senu. hath it concluded all under sin? That the promise by the

LXXXVI.

(136.B.)/aith of Jesus Christ might be given lo them that believe.

Let then Elisha come, who sent the staff by the servant to
prove that he was dead; let him come himself, come in his
own person, himself enter into the woman’s house, go up to
the child, find him dead, conform himself to the members of
the dead child, himself not dead, but living. For this he
did; he laid his face upon his face, his eyes upon his eyes,
his hands upon his hands, his feet upon his feet, he straitened,
he contracted himself, being great, he made himself little.

Phll 3, He contracted himself; so to say, he lessened himself. For

being in the Form of God, He emptied Himself, taking the
Jorm of a servant. What is He conformed Himself, alive to

Rom 8,the dead? Do ye ask, what this is? Hear the Apostle; God

il

sent His Son. What is, he conformed himself to the dead ?
Let him tell this, let him go on and declare it again; In the
likeness of flesh of sin. This is to conform Himself Alive to
the dead ; to come to us in the likeness of flesh of sin, not
in the flesh of sin. Man lay dead in a flesh of sin, the
likeness of flesh of sin conformed Himself to him. For He
died Who had not whercfore to die. He died, Alone Free
among the dead; forasmuch as the whole flesh of men was
indeed a flesh of sin. And how should it rise again, had not
He Who had no sin, conforming Himself to the dead, come
in the likeness of flesh of sin? O Lord Jesus, Who hast
suffered for us, not for Thyself, Who hadst no guilt, and
didst endure its punishment, that thou mightest dissolve at
once the guilt and punishment.

SERMON LXXXVII. [CXXXVII. BEN.]

The tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. Of the shepherd, and the
hireling, and the thief.

1. Your faith, dearly beloved, is not ignorant, and 1 know
that ye have so learnt by the teaching of that Master from
heaven, in Whom ye have placed your hope, that our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who hath now suffered for us and risen again,
is the Head of the Church, and the Church is His Body,






SErM.
LXXXVII,
[187.B.]

iii.

John10,
7.

John21,
16. &c.

Luke
23, 88.

624 Christ, the Door, as the Head; in His Body, the Shepherd.

above, in safety, no harm has happened unto it; and yet
because by the bond of charity there is unity from the head
even to the feet, the tongue does not separate itself there-
from, but says, “ You are treading upon me;” when no one
has touched it. As then the tongue, which no one has
touched, says, “ You are treading upon me;” so Christ, the
Head, Which no one treadeth on, said, 7 was an hungred,
and ye gave Me meat. And to them who did not so, He
said, 7 was an hungred, and ye gave Me no meat. And how
did He finish? Thus; These shall go into everlasting
burning, but the righteous into life elernal.

8. When our Lord then was speaking on this occasion, He
said, that He is the Shepherd, He said also that He is the
Door. You find them both in that place, both I am the
Door, and I am the Shepherd. In the Head He is the
Door, the Shepherd in the Body. For He saith to Peter,
in whom singly He formeth the Church; Peter, lovest
thou Me? He answered, Lord, I do love Thee. Feed My
sheep. And a third time, Peter, lovest Thou Me? Peler
was grieved because He asked him the third time; as though
He Who saw the conscience of the denier, saw not the con-
fessor’s faith. He had known him always, had known
him even when Peter had not known himself. For he did
not know himself at that time when he said, / will be with
Thee even unto death; and how infirm he was he knew not.
Just as it constantly happens in fact to invalids, that the sick
man knows not what is going on within him, but the physi-
cian knows; when yet the former is suffering from the very
sickness, and the physician is not. The physician can better
tell what is going on in another, than he who is sick what is
going on in himself. Peter then was at that time the invalid,
and the Lord the Physician. The former declared that he
had strength, when he had not; but the Lord touching the
pulse of his heart, declared that he should deny Him thrice.
And so it came to pass, as the Physician foretold, not as the
sick presumed. Therefore, after His resurrection the Lord
questioned him, not as being ignorant with what a heart he
would confess the love of Christ, but that he might by a
threefold confession of love, efface the threefold denial of
fear.


















SERM.

. 1LXXXVIL.

[187.B.]
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16.17.
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630 Who secketh from God aught but God, loveth not chastely.

they of whom the Lord saith, Not every one that saith unto
Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ?
And He added, Many shall say to Me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name, and in Thy
Name done many mighty' works, and in Thy Nawme have
eaten and drunken? What! do the Jews do these things
in Christ’s Name? Assuredly it is manifest, that He speaks
of them who have the Name of Christ. But what follows?
Then will I say to them, I never knew you; depart from
Me, all ye that work iniquity. Hear the Apostle sighing
concerning such as these. He says that some preach the
Gospel through charity, others by occasion; of whom he
says, They do not preach the Gospel rightly. A right thing,
but themselves not right. What they preach is right; but
they who preach it are not right. Why is he not right? Because
he seeketh something else in the Church, secketh not God.
If he sought God, he would be chaste; for the soul hath in
God her lawful husband. Whosoever seeketh from God
aught besides God, doth not seek God chastely. Consider,
brethren; if a wife love her husband because he is rich, she
is not chaste. For she loves not her husband, but her hus-
band’s gold. Whereas if she love her husband, she loves
him both in nakedness and poverty. For if she love him
because he is rich; what if, (as human chances are,) he be
foutlawed, and all on a sudden be reduced to need? She gives
him up, mayhap; because what she loved, was not her
husband, but his property. But if she love her husband
indeed, she loves him even more when poor; for that she
Joves with pity too.

10. And yet, brethren, our God never can be poor. He is
rich, He made all things, hcaven and earth, the sca and
Angels. In the heaven, whatsoever we see, whatsoever we
see not, He made it. But notwithstanding, we ought not to
love these riches, but Him Who made them. For He hath
promised thee nothing but Himself. Find any thing more
precious, and He will give thee this. Beauteous is the
earth, the heaven, and the Angels; but more Leauteous is
He Who made them. They then who preach God, as
loving God; who preach God, for God’s sake, feed the
sheep, and are no hirelings. This chastity did our Lord






















































































































































































































































712 Desire grows by ill habits, is weakened by good.

SerM. know too that there are drunkards: they abound. A sober
“ST]';_] man has been baptized : as far as drunkenness is concerned,
he hath not wherewith to fight: he hath other lusts, where-
with to fight. But that ye way understand touching all the
rest, let us set before us the contest with one enemy only.
A drunken man has been baptized also: he has heard, and
heard with fear, amongst the other wickednesses for which
the kingdom of God is shut up against those who live evilly,
that drunkcnness is also mentioned: because where it is
ICOt 6, said, Neither fornicators, nor tdolaters, nor udulterers, nor
'qﬁémmale, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor
thieves ; there it is added, nor drunkards, &c. shall inkerit
the kingdom of God. He has heard, and feared. He has
been baptized, all his past sins of drnnkenness have been
forgiven him: the hostile habit remains. He hath then
wherewith to fight, now that he is born anew. His past
wickednesses have been all forgiven him: let him take heed,
watch, fight, that he be not some future time intoxicated
again. That lust of drinking then rises up, solicits the mind,
brings dryness on the throat, lies in ambush at the senses:
wishes even, if possible, to penetrate the wall itself, to come
at him who is shut in there, to draw bim away captive. It
fights; fight thou against it. O if it did not even exist! If
by an evil custom it has grown, by good custom it will die:
be thou only loth to satisfy it, satiate it not by yielding, but
by resisting kill it. Nevertheless, as long as it exists, it is an
enemy. If thou consent not to it, and art never intoxicated,
it will be less and less every day. For thy subjection is ita
strength. For if thou shalt give way to it, and become
intoxicated, thou givest it strength. What! against me, and
not against thyself? 1 from this higher place advise, speak,
preach: I dcnounce beforeband what evil must come upon
drunkards. You have no ground for saying, “ I have not
heard:” you have no ground for saying, “ God requireth my
soul of his hand, who never spake to me.” But thou art
toiling because thou hast made for thyself a mighty enemy
by an evil habit. Thou hast not toiled to nourish him: toil,
to conquer him. And if thou hast not strength enough
against him, pray to God. Yet if it shall not conquer thee,
though this very evil habit of thine may struggle with thee,













716 Consent not, and concupiscence wearies but harms not.

ng- and it shall be said to death, O death, where is thy conten-
51 i;llion9 and it shall not be. O death, where is thy sting¥
Rom Rom. 7,and it shall no where be. But now how is it? Hear: So
then with the mind I myself serve the Law of God, but with
the flesh the law of sin. With the mind I serve the Law of
God, by not consenting; but with the flesh the law of sin,
by lusting. And with the mind the Law ¢of God, and with
the flesh the law of sin. 1 at once delight in the one, and
lust in the other; but I am not conquered ; it salicits, lies in
wait, knocks, endeavours to drag me away: HW'relched man
that Iam! who shall deliver me from the body of this death #
I would not be always conquering; but I would at length
come to peace. Now then, brethren, hold to this limitation :
with the mind serve the Law of God, but with the flesh the
law of sin; but by necessity, in that ye lust, not in that ye
consent. Sometimes this concupiscence lieth so in wait
"against the Saints, as to do to them in their sleep, what it
cannot do when they are awake. Why have ye all cried out
in acclamation, but that ye all feel its truth ? Modesty for-
bids me to dwell upon it; but be not slow to pray thereupon

to God. Turn we to the Lord, &c.

SERMON CII. [CLII. Ben.]

On the following words of the Apostle, Rom. vii. and viii. to * God sent
His Own Son in the likeness of flesh of sin, &c.”

1. You ought to remember, Beloved, that ¥ discoursed

before you on a very difficult question, from the Apostle
}‘om 7,Paul's Epistle, where he says, For what I would, that do I
% not; ;s but what I hate, that do I. Ye who were present will
remember: be present now with your attention, that ye may

build on to that which ye have already heard. For the
lesson which has been read to-day, follows, which indeed

Rom. 8,the Reader began at this point: God sent His Own Son in the
likeness of flesh of sin, and by sin condemned sin in the
SNesh : that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled

in us, who walk not afler the flesh, but after the Spinit.


















722 Christ Alone born in Flesh, not in flesh of sin.

Seau. things are in allegory. For these are the two Teslaments,
[,ﬁg,lfg,] the one in the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage,

which is Agar, the handmaid of Sarah, who was given to
Abraham, and brought forth Ishmael a servant. The Old

::::‘i' Testament then answereth! to Agar, which gendereth to

bondage. But the Jerusalem which is above is free, which
is our mother. So then the children of grace, are the
children of the freewoman: the children of the letter are
the children of the bondwoman. Look out for the children

2Cor.8, of the bondwoman: The letler killeth. Look out for the
%‘Mm g,children of the freewoman: But the Spirit giveth life.

v.8.

v. 8.

v 8.

The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made
thee free from the law of sin and death; from which the
Law of the letter could not make thee free. For what the
Law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh.
For thy flesh rebelled, thy flesh brought thee into subjection;
it heard the Law, and it the more inflamed thy lust. The
Law of the letter then was weak through the flesh: and
hereby the Law of the letter could not make thee free from the
law of sin and death.

8. God sent His Own Son in the likeness of flesh of
sin; not in flesh of sin. In Flesh indeed, but not in
flesh of sin. The flesh of all other men then is flesh of
sin. This only, not Flesh of sin; for that His Mother
conceived Him not by concupiscence, but by grace: yet
having the likeness of flesh of sin; whereby He could be
both nourished, and hunger, and thirst, and sleep, and be
wearied, and die. God sent His Own Son in the likeness of

Mesh of sin.

9. And by sin condemned sin in the flesh. By what sin?
What sin? By sin He condemned sin in the flesh: that the
righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us. Now be
that righteousness of the Law fulfilled in us; be that righte-
ousness which is enjoined now fulfilled in us through the
Spirit Which helpeth: that is, let the Law of the letter by
the Spirit of Life be fulfiled in us; who walk not afler the
Slesh, but after the Spirit. By what sin then, and what sin
did the Lord condemn? 1 see, I sec indeed what sin He

gobn 1, condemned, I see it thoroughly: Behold the Lamb of God,

which taketh away the sin of the world. What sin? All


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































888 Our Lord’s tears for death, not for y° dead, sanction ours.
sgru. 2. But our faith is exceedingly different from all the faith

fl’;;g’] of the Gentiles on the resurrection of the dead. For this
) they do not at all receive; because they have no place to
Prov, 8,receive it. For tAe will of man s prepared by the Lord,
35.8ept. that it may be a receptacle of faith. The Lord saith to the
-;;hn 8, Jews, My Word hath no hold tn you. Therefore hath it
*  bhold in those, in whom it findeth what can hold. For in
them doth the word which hath hold, find what can hold,
Lukels, whom God in promising deceiveth not. For He Who
seeketh the lost sheep, both knoweth what He seeketh, and
where to seek it, and how to collect its scattered limbs, and
to bring it back to the one Salvation, and so restore it as
never more to lose it. Let us then console one another, even
by these our words. A man’s heart may not possibly sorrow
at the death of one very dear; but better is man’s heart when
it sorrows made whole, than by not sorrowing, made inhuman.
~ Jobn 11. Mary clave closely to the Lord, and sorrowed for her brother
who was dead. But why marvellest thou that Mary sorrowed
then, when the Lord Himselt wept? Now it may perplex a
man, how did He weep for the dead, when He forthwith
gives the order for him to live? He did not weep for the
dead one, whom He raised up; but for death which man by
sinning procured for himself. For if sin had not gone
before, doubtless death had not followed. Therefore the
death of the body also followed, which the death of the soul
preceded. The death of the soul preceded by forsaking
God, and the death of the body followed by the forsaking of
the soul. In the first he forsook with his own will, in the
second he was forced to forsake against his will. As though
it were said to him, “ Thou hast withdrawn from Him Whom
thou oughtest to love, withdraw from that thou hast loved.”
For who wishes to die? No one assuredly; yea so truly no
John2l, one, that it was said to the blessed Peter, Another skall gird
18- thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest mot. If then
there were no bitterness in death, there would be no great
courage in Martyrs.
ili. 3. Therefore also the Apostle saith, I would not have you
:R},‘f”' to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them whick are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as the Gentiles which have no hope.
He doth not simply say, that ye sorrow not; but, that ye






























































































































980 Great blessedness of ministering to the Saints,

Szan. sorrow. What is, Rise up, after that ye have sat? Whoso
[‘i;:g‘] humbleth himself shall be exalted. But what good hearing
Lukel4, bath, the Lord Himself is witness, speaking of Mary who
1. was sitting at His Feet, and hearing His Word. For when
her sister, very much occupied in serving, complained that
she was deserted by her sister, she heard from the Lord to
Lukelo, Whom appeal was made, Martha, Martha, thou art occu-
4. 43. pied about many things; but one thing is necessary, Mary
hgth chosen the better part, which shall not be taken asroay
Jrom her. What! was that evil which Martha was doing ? Who
of us can explain sufficiently in words, how great a good it is
to minister hospitality to the Saints? If to’any Saints whom-
soever, how much more to the Head and the chief members,
Christ and the Apostles? Doth not each one of you who
hath this good of hospitality, when he hears what Martha
was doing, say within himself, ¢ O blessed, O happy woman,
! meruitto whom' was given to receive the Lord, whose guests the
Apostles became, as they walked in the flesh.” But be not
thou faint hearted, because thou canst not, as Martha did,
receive Christ into thy house with His Apostles; He Him-
Mate. self assureth thee; Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
28,40. the least of Mine, ye have done it unto Me. A great work
then it is, a very great one, which the Apostle enjoineth,
Rom. saying, Communicating to the necessities of Saints, pursuing
13,13. Jospitality. In praise of which in the Epistle to the Hebrews
Heb 18, he saith, Hereby some have entertained Angels unawares.
A great service then, a great gift. And yet Mary kath
chosen the better part; for that while her sister was anxious,
labouring, caring for many things, she was still, sitting,
hearing.

4. Nevertheless the Lord sheweth, wherein that was the
better part. For immediately that He had said, Mary hath
chosen the better part; as if we should ask, as wishing to know
wherein better, He subjoined and said, Whick shall not be

iv. taken away from her. What understand we, my Brethren?
If she chose therefore the better part, because it shall
not be taken away from her; doubtless Martha had chosen
that part, which shall be taken away from her. Manifestly
there shall be taken away from every man, who ministers to
the saints such things as are necessary for the body, shall be


















































































































968 Christto be confessedintrue faith & good deeds both, as His gifts.

SkrM behind, Satan. Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; but of
{183.5] God’s. Get thee behind, Satan; whence? Recollect whence
blessed. 1 have said already, Because flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but My Father Who ts in Heaven.
Wheuce, Satan? Let the Lord say; For thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
15. Trust ye in the Lord, and to true faith join good deeds.
Confess that Christ hath come in the Flesh, both by believing
and by well-living, and hold fast both as received -from Him,
hope for their increase and perfection from Him. For,
Jerem. cursed is every one that putteth his hope in man. And
1Gor. 800d is it for man, that whoso glorieth, should glory in the
1,81. Lord. Turning to the Lord God the Father Almnighty, let
us with a pure heart, as far as our littleness is able, render
very great and true thanks unto Him, praying with the
whole soul His singular gentleness, that He would in His
good pleasure vouchsafe favourably to hear our prayers;
and by His power also expel the enemy from our deeds
and thoughts, multiply our faith, rule our minds, grant us
spiritual thoughts, and bring us safe to His Blessedness;
through Jesus Christ His Son. Amen.

Thanks be
to dxol.
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but only hurtful when meets with
congent from us, 716. overcome by
those who are in God, 731, 732. a
sweetness in, but only to depraved
taste, 732. source of all sin, 747,
748. wee Flesh.
Confession, of sin, is praise of God
ho giveth life through penitence,
150. analogy between, and raising
of Lazarus, 150, 151. beating of
breast with, 149. protects against
:Eirilual enemies, 151. of the penitent
ief, 154. Christ must be confessed
in faith and obedience, 968.

Constantinople, 430.

Contemplation, life of, figured in the
art of Mary which passeth notaway,
31, 932.

Carnelins, 692.

Couch, sick man carrying his, typifies
mastering the pleasures of the flesh,
539, 646.

Covetous, he is, whom God sufficeth
not, 439.

Covelousness, bids us consult for a
future which is not, 286. Christ
overthrows by bidding us consult for
another future, 286, 287. the pleas
for, as on behalf of children, inex-
cusable, 287, 288. see Ckildren. con-
sista in a greedy seeking of our own,
436, 437. deceits of, 234. fair pleas
of the man in the Gospel who was
warned against it, 435, 436. is as
an heavy barden, 827. and a dropsy
in the heart, 913. spoken against,
but practised, 909. heathen phi-
losophers condemn, 909. disgraceful
in regenerate, 910. free alins remedy
against, 917. but truest remedy, God,
828. Who is our inward Riches, 912,
916. and thought«of Christ’s poverty
for us, 441, 442. of muny kinds, 439,
440. but all must be shunned, ib.
even that of life, 442.

Creator, nativity of, not to be judged
by that of creature, 493.

Creature, good in, image of God, 499.
andfrom God,907,956. imperfectand
sin in, its own, 499, 917, 956.

Creed, taught before Lord’s Prayer,
68, 81, 90, 99. our mirror, to be
repeated morning and evening, 98.
repeated by those to be baptized on
Easter eve, 90, 98. the rule of faith,
99.

Cross. the, the brightest jewel in the
diadem of kings, 3. our deliverance
from the tempests of the world, 209.
what it is to take up, 373, 374. each
as he has attained, takes up, 376.
the honour afterwards paid to, 309
310. the measures of, only gained by

holy actions, 58, 59. width of, life of
saints in love, £38. ‘length of, perse-
verance, 839. height of, love of God,
as God, ib. depth of, God’s judgments,
840. this depth, fools know not that
it is, ib. to be viewed with awe, not
searched out and penetrated, 843,
the ascent to exaltation, 796. see
Zebedee, sons of. signed on our fore-
heads at baptism, 209, 797. that we
be not ashamed to confess it before
men, 797. open therefore as opposed
to circumcision, ib. a mark of bu-
mility. ib.

Crown, of righteousness, God's free
gift, given in mercy and pity, (Ps.
116, 11.) 591.

Cud, chewing of, typical of wisdom,
690.

Cypriar, St., good shepherd, 636.

D.

Darkness, he who thinks himself in,
in enlightened, 155.

David, against Goliath, figures victo-
ries of grace against sin, 733.

Day, The Last, unknown to angels, but
known to Son in the Father, 3:7.
kept in store for Devil at end, 378.
must watch in good lives that we be
not unprepared for, ib. to each indi-
vidual, the day of his dath, 377.

Dead, the, wherefore raid to sleep,
368. sorrow for,in some sort natural,
866. but to be tempered with con-
solation, 889. aided by prayers of
Holy Chburch, the Saving Sacrifice,
and alms offered for their souls, 885.
but this only in case of good, 886.
and then they purchase not new
meritz, 886. their days, causes of
hope and fear, 887. our J.ord's tears
over,not for them but for death iteelf,
888. the dead in heart, still raised ,381.
which greater miracle than raising
dead in body, but seen only by those
themselves raised in heart, 381. the
Three, raised by our Lord, types of
Divine Truth, 381, 382, 383, 384.
they, who are required dead to bury
the dead, unbelievers, 399.

Death, all good and evil uncertaiu
except, 379, certainty of, from our
birth,229, 230. Christby Hisdeathde-
stroyed, 240). our subjection to, teaches
humility, 378. what death good, and
what evil, discerned not by eyes,
but by Christ in heart, 411. an evil,
avoided by liv.ng well, 410, 411, 412.
may be zent as punishment in merey,
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of Law, 824. Giver of charity, 867.
enlargeth us, see Love. becometh our
guest, and possesseth us, ib.

Spirit, blasphemy against, one of most
important and difficult questions in
Holy Scripture, 172. what it is, not

- particularly expressed, but to be en-
zuired into, 173. the expression

lasphemy restricted, 176, 176.
difficulty in language of St. Mark
and St. Luke concerning, 176.
wrongly supposed to consist in great
wins, or apostacy, of baptized, 171,
172. not al), but some certain, said
to beunforgiven, 172, 175,176, 177,
178. consists in final impenitence,
181. though expressed by the single
term word, extends to every word and
thongbt againet power of absolution
graoted to Church, 182, 183, 193.
not denial of Christ, as proved by
St. Peter’s case, 193. does not mean
that Holy Ghost alone of the three
Holy Pervons forgives, 185, 186.
warning against, 8o expressed, as to
shew that sin is forgiven onmly in
Church, 194, 195. some kind of, as
of heathen, forgiven, 169. but this
last not the blasphemy of Jews and
Heretics, 170.
irit, who are the poor in, 48, 49.
iritual, things, not to be judged by
fleshly thoughts, 489. meditation on,
hetter than words on, 492.

Stephen, St., prayer and martyrdom of,
842. ‘as martyr witness of Christ,
566.imitated Christin love of enemies,
697. voice of, heard for Saul, 697,
see Paul, St.

Stoics, the, 701. see Paul, St.,err in
relying on self, 706, 766.

Stones, (stones will cry out) the heathen,
meaning of this name so applied,
512.

Strangers, we as strangers here should
cherish such—458.

Strong, he who thinks himself, weak,
218.—man, the, binding of, figures
our being bound by chains of Christ’s
Passion, 582.

Suffering, see Tribulation.

Superiors, how far to be obeyed, 127,

181. not to be dreaded on account of

their evil designs, 131, 132, 249,
250, 880, 44), 442. friendship of,
to he disregarded, when it stands in
the way of our salvation, 301.
Supper, the, Jews called to, we called
and led and forced, 469. meaning of
the three excuses of those, who re-
fused to come to, 459, 460, 461, 462.
Gentiles, those from streets and
lanes; heretics, those from hedges,

INDEX.

465. all required to come to, 464,
460.

Susannah, 772.

Swearing, see Oaths.

Sycamore, tree, the, figure of foolish-
ness of crons, .

Synagogue, the, figured by the barren
fig-tree, 326, 827.

T.

Tabernacles, the feast of, 597.—the
eleven curtains of haircloth of The
Tabernacle, typical meaning of, 271.

Tares, even in high places of Church,
204, these seen by Angels, and not

Tby men, ib. ded loins
emperance, girded loins, 444.

Temple. thegChri-tisn ’every where
Christ's, 264. we must therefore fear
tooffend Him Who dwelleth in it, ib.
God’s, dedicated in Christ at the
Resurrection, and its building con-
tinued in us, 818. the Psalm of Dedi-
cation of, (Ps. xcvi. 1) proves its
Catholicity, ib.

Temptation, the wind in the tempest,
86, 37, 220. anger the deadliest, as
cutting off means of pardon, 87.
advances or gives way in proportion
with faith, 476. two kinds of, one
proving, one inducing us to sin, 86,
177. brings out previously existing
evil, 540,

Tempter, the,overcome, when we have
learut to despise him, 531.

Ten, mystical meaning of, 30, 31, S8.

Te;7 thousand, mystical meaning of,

1.

Tertullian, 747. n. a.

Testament, typical use of the Old, not
taken away in the New, but the vail
removed from it, 207, 208. The Old
and New agreeable the one to the
other, 259, 260.

Tlgeriaca, (antidote against poison,)

21.

Thirty and eight, years, infirmity of,
ty {cal of et’fe Iazv unfnlﬁlled,'ym:
when fulfilled typified by forty, ib.
see Forty.

Times, the, we make our own, such as
we are ourselves, such they, 343,
244.

Tobias, blind, saw inwardly by light of
righteousness, his wife, outwardly
by light of sun, 316. see also
Abns.

Tongue, the, no maa, hut God only,
om; tame, 64. sins of, to be shunned,
447,
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