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- ADVERTISEMENT.

THE first hundred pages of this volume were printed, when
it pleased God to withdraw from all further toil our Friend,
the Rev. C. MarRIOTT, upon whose editorial labours the
Library of the Fathers had, for some years, wholly de-
pended. Full of activity in the cause of truth and religious
knowledge, full of practical benevolence, expanding himself,
his strength, his paternal inheritance, in works of piety and
charity, in one night his labour was closed, and he was re-
moved from active duty to wait in stillness for his Lord’s
last call. His friends may perhaps rather thankfully wonder,
that God allowed one, threatened in many ways with severe
disease, to labour for Him so long and so variously, than
think it strange, that He suddenly, and for them pre-
maturely, allowed him thus far to enter into his rest. To
those who knew him best, it has been a marvel, how, with
health so frail, he was enabled in such various ways, and
for so many years, to do active good in his generation.
Early called, and ever obeying the call, he has been allowed
both active duty and an early rest.

This Volume, long delayed, has been completed by the
Rev. H. WaLForbD, Vice-Principal of St. Edinund’s Hall.
The Principal of St. Edmund Hall, Dr. BARrow, has, with
great kindness, allowed himself to be referred to in obscure
passages.

St. Augustine’s Commentary on the Psalms, then, is now,
by the blessing of God, completed for the first time in an
English garb. Although, as a commentary, it from time to
time fails us, because it explains minutely and verbally a
translation of Holy Scripture, different from and inferior
to our own, yet, on this very ground, it is the more



v

valuable, when the translations agree. For St. Augustine
was so impressed with the sense of the depth of Holy
Scripture, that when it scems to him, on the surface,
plainest, then he is the more assured of its hidden depth.
¢ The more open it seemeth,” he says of the 119th Psalm,
‘“ the more deep scemeth it to me; so that I cannot even
shew how deep it is. For in others which are understood
with difficulty, although the sense lie hid in obscurity, yet
the obscurity itself appeareth; but in this, not even the
obscurity itself. For, on the surface, it is such, that it
seemeth to need only a reader and a listencr, not an ex-
positor.” True to this belief, St. Augustine pressed out
word by word of Holy Scripture, and that, always in de-
pendence on the inward teaching of God the Holy Ghost
Who wrote it, until he had extracted some fulness of
meaning from it. More also, perhaps, than any other work
of St. Augustine, this commentary abounds in those condensed
statements of doctrinal and practical truth, which are so in-
structive, because at once so comprehensive and so accurate.

May He, under Whose gracious influence this great
work was written, be with its readers also, and make it
now, as herctofore, a treasure to this portion of His Church.

E. B. P.
Advent, 1857.
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Bad and Good among all three Classes, 113

among the Clergy, and among the faithful. All these three Vpu.

kinds, whom we have before! commended to you, and I; mp

think more than once, have their good and their bad. Of Ps. 100,

these very three kinds it has been said, Two shall be in ?u:: ;f

the field, one shall be taken, one shall be left; two shall be ﬁ:kel .

in bed, one shall be taken, and one shall be left ; and two3s !

women al a mill, one shall be taken, and one shall be left.

They are in the ficld, who govern the Church. Hence the

Apostle said, (see whether he were not in the field,) I harelCor.3,

planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. By ™

those who are in bed, he would have them understood who

love quiet; for by the bed he would have quiet understood ;

them who do not mingle in the crowdings and tumault of

mankind, serving God in peace; yet from these one shall

be taken, one left. Among these are good, and repro-

bate also. Fear not, because reprobates are found there,

for some men are hidden, who are not found, save at the

end. Two women also at the mill. He spoke of them

by a word of the feminine gender, for he would have bodies

of people understood. And wherefore in the mill? Because

they are in that world, which is understood to be the mill;

because the world turns round as a mill: woe to them whom

it grinds to powder. And so there are good [and bad]?? Oxf.

among the faithful in such wise, that one is taken to destruc-

tion, another is taken to God. For the lovers of this life, the

dishonest, and the hypocrites, do certain deeds of the

world. But others abide therein in the manner of which the

Apostle speaks; And they who use this world, as though 1Cor.7,

not using it, for the fashion of this world passelh away: I

would hare you be without care. Dost thou hear who shall

be taken from the mill? For of a truth many sins seem to

belong to the rich. For when they do much, and take on

them much business, and their wealth grows more and more,

it is hard for them not to commit more sins; of whom it is

said, that ¢t is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a Mat.w

needle, than for a rich man lo go into the kingdom of heaven. 2! Mark

And when the disciples were sorry for them, and now lv, 25.

despaired on their account, the Lord consoled them, by

saying, what is impossible with man, is easy for God. But Mat.19,

how does God make that easy? Hear the Apostle, if thou i
VOL. VI. I



114  Monks, Clergy, and Laymen. These typified

PsaLm despisest not what he commands. Charge, says he, them
(;x,;xm who are rich in this world, not to think proudly. You find
6,17. the proud man poor, the humble Christian rich, because
he carefully reflects, that all these things pass by and flow
1 Tim. away ; that he breught nothing into this world, can carry
Ln7lelG nolhmg from it; how that rich man, who was burning
in fire in hell, desired that a drop of water should drop
upon him from the finger of that man, who had desired
the crumbs from his table. Thinking of this, they do as the
) Tim. Apostle says, nol {rust in the uncertainty of riches, but in
617 the living God, Who giveth us all things abundantly lo
enjoy. Let them, he says, be rich in good works ; let them
Jreely give, communicate, lay up lreasures. And what is
their gain from this? Let them treasure up a good found-
ation for the time to come, that they may oblain true life.
Behold the one who shall be taken from the mill. But the
other shall be left, who is as that rich man, who was clothed
in purple and fine linen, and fared sunptuously every day,
and despised the poor man who lay at his gate. And so,
one shall be taken fromn the mill, and one shall be left.
Ezek. 5. So Ezekicl speaks of threce persouns, in whom we ay
::;, 12‘0 reasonably discern these three kinds. If the Lord send a
sword upon the earth, though Noe, Daniel, and Job, were
in the midst of them, they shall save neither sons nor
daughters, but they alone themselves shall be saved. They
have long ago been set free, but under these three names he
Gen.7, signified three kinds. Noe signifies the rulers of the
;‘fxet, Church, because he steered the ark in the flood. But
2,6 Daniel chose a quiet life, to serve God in celibacy, that is,
not seeking a wife. Ile was a holy man, passing his life in
divine longings, tried in many things, and found to be pure
Dan. 6, gold. How quiet was he, who was unmoved among lions.
22‘ % Thus under the name of Daniel, who was called a ‘man of
{Jll“ -10, desires, but those ever chaste and holy, are signified the
ib. 19, servants of God, of whom it is said, Behold, how good and
pleasant is it, that brethren dwell together in unity. Under
the name of Job is signified, the one woman who will be
Job1, taken from the mill. For he had a wife, he had sons, he
23 had much riches; and he bad so much in this life, that
the devil charged him with this, that he served God not for



by Noah, Job, and Daniel. 115

nought, but for what he got. With this the adversary Vew.
charged the holy man, and in his temptations it was proved —
how entirely Job served God for nought, and not for that
which he received, but for His sake Who had given. Aund so
when all was lost, by sudden trial and affliction, his estate lost,
his heirs lost, his wife alone left, not to console but to tempt
him, he says as you know, The Lord gave, the Lord hath Job1,
laken away; as the Lord pleased, so hath He done ; blessed 2.
be the name of the Lord. There was fulfilled in him, that
which we daily sing, if our lives do but agree with it, / will Ps.34,1.
bless God at all times: his praise shall always be in my
mouth. Thus under these three names are signified three
kinds of men, and again in those three in the Gospel, whom
T have mentioned. )

6. What do they say then, who insult us with the name
of Monks? Perchance they will say, Our people are not
called Circumcelliones; you call them by a reproachful name,
for we do not call them so. Let them say what they call
them, and you shall hear. They call them Agonistics. An
honest name we grant, if the facts agreed with it. Mean-
while let your holiness see to this. Let them who say to us,
¢Shew us where the name of Monks is written,” themselves
shew where the name of Agonistics is written. We call
them so, say they, because of their striving. For they strive,
and the Apostle says, I have fought a good fight. Because 2 Tim.
they are they who fight against the devil, and prevail, the® -
soldiers of Christ are called Agonistics. Would they were
soldiers of Christ, and not soldiers of the devil, whose
¢ Praises to God’ is more fearful than the roaring of a lion.
These venture to insult us, because the brethren, when they
see men, say, ‘ Thanks to God.” What is the meaning, they
say, of ‘ Thanks to God?’ Are you so deaf as not to know
what ¢ Thanks to God’ means? He who says ‘¢ Thanks to
God," gives thanks to God. Cousider whether a brother
ought not to thank God, when he sees his brother. Is it
not indeed cause for congratulation, when they who dwell in
Christ, see one another? And yet you ridicule our ¢ Thanks to
God,’ men mourn at your ¢ Praises to God.” Itis true, indecd,
that you have given a reason for calling them Agnostics.
Be it as you call them, be it so, we are quite willing. The

12




116 The unity of Christian brotherhood.

Psatu Lord grant they may fight against the devil, and not against

XXXUL Christ, whose Church they persecute. Yet because they

2Tim.4,
7.

' udvos

Gr.

Acts 4,
32.

John 6,
7.

fight, ye call them Agonistics, and find why you call them
80, because the Apostle has said, I have fought a good fight.
Why then should we not call Monks so, since the Psalm
says, Behold, how good and how pleasant is it, that
brethren should diwell together in one? For Monos' is one, not
one in any manner, for a man in a crowd is one, but though he
can be called one along with others, he cannot be AMonos, that
is, alone, for Monos means ‘ one alone.” They then who thus
live together as to make one man, so that they really possess
what is written, one mind and one heart, many bodies, but
not many winds; many bodies, but not many hearts; can
fightly be called Aonos, that is, one alone. And this is
the cause why one only was healed in the pool. Let
them who scoff at the name of Monks, answer us, and
explain, why he who was found labouring under a disease
for thirty-eight years, thus answered the Lord, When the
water has been moved, I hare no one who may put me in,
anolher descends before me. One had descended, another
did not descend then. One alone used to be healed,
figuring the unity of the Church. Well do they scoff at
the name of unity, who have cut themselves off from
unity. Well do they dislike the name of Monks, because
they will not live together with the brethren, but following
Donatus, have rejected Christ. Your Charity has heard
thus much concerning ¢ one,” and ¢ one alone;’ now let us
rejoice with the Psalm, that we may see what follows. It
is short, we can run over it, as far as the Lord permits.
I think from what has been said, that what follows will be
plain, even though it seems obscure.

7. Behold, how good and how pleasant it is, that brelhren
should dicell together in unity. He pointed, who said,
¢ Behold” And we, brethren, sce, and bless God, and pray,
that we also may say, ‘ Behold.” Let the Psalm tell us what
they are like. (Ver.2.) As the ointment on the head, which
descended to the beard, to Auron’s beard, which descended
to the fringe of his garment. What was Aaron? A priest.
Who is a priest, except that one Priest, Who entered into
the Holy of Holies? Who is that priest, save Him, Who



Christ the Head, His Members the beard, 117

was at once Victim and Priest? save Him Who when he VEr.
found nothing clean in the world to offer, offered Himself? —2
The ointment is on bis head, because Christ is one whole

with the Church, but the ointment comes from the head.

Our Head is Christ crucified and buried ; He rose again, and
ascended into heaven; and the Holy Spirit came from

the head. Whither? To the beard. The beard signifies the
courageous; the beard distinguishes the grown wmen, the
earnest, the active, the vigorous. So that when we describe
such, we say, he is a bearded man. Thus that ointment
descended first upon the Apostles, descended upon those

who bore the first assaults of the world, and therefore the
Holy Spirit descended on them. For they who first began

to dwell together in unity, suffered persecution, but because

the ointment descended to the beard, they suffered, but
were not conquered. For the sufferings of the head whence

the ointment descended, had preceded theirs. With such an
example going before it, who could vanquish that beard?

8. Of that beard was St. Stephen. This is what it is not
to be conquered; that our love be not conquered by
enemies. They who persecuted the saints, thought they
had vanquished them. The one slew, the other were slain;
the one killed, the other were killed. Who would not think
the one victors, the other vanquished? But because their
charity was not conquered, the ointment descended on the
beard. Consider Stephen. His love burned within him,
burned against them when they heard him, prayed for them
when they stoned bim. For what says he, when they heard
him? Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, acts 7,
ye ever resist the Holy Spirit. Behold the beard! Did he®!
flatter them at all? fear them at all? They, when they
heard the words, which were said against them ;—for Stephen
seemed in a maunner to rage against them; he raged in word,
but loved in heart, nor was his charity overcome ;—they, I
say, hating the word, flying like darkness from the light, began
to run for stones, and to stone Stephen. As the words of
Stephen had stoned them, so afterwards their stones did
Stephen. When should Stephen have been rather angry,
when he was stoned, or when he was heard? Behold, he
became gentle when he was stoned, and raged when he was
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Psaiu heard. Why raged he when he was heard? Because he
I would convert them, by whom he was heard. His love
was not overcome, when the stones fell on him, because the
oingment from the head had descended to the beard; and he
Matt, 8, had heard from the Head Himself, Love your enemies, and
pray for those who persecule you. He had heard from the
Luke28, Head Himself as He hung on the Cross, and said, Father,
Jorgive them, for they know not what they do. And in this
wise the ointment descended from the head upon the beard;
for that he, when he was stoned, kneeled down and said,
:octs 5, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.

) 9. So they were as a beard. For many of them were brave,
and endured many persecutions. Yet if the ointment had
not descended below the beard, we should have had no mo-
nasteries. But since it descended to the edge of his garment,
(as he says, which descended to the edge of his garment,)
the Church followed, and begat monasteries from the garment
of the Lord. For the sacerdotal garment denotes the
Church. This is the garment, of which the Apostle speaks,

21'37ph. 5, That He might present to Himself a glorious Church, having

" meither spot nor wrinkle. It is cleansed, so it has no spot;
it is spread out, so it has no wrinkle. Where does the
fuller spread it, but on the cross? Every day we sece
garments as it were cracified by fullers; crucified, that they
may have no wrinkle. What then is the edge of the
garment? My brethren, what are we to understand by the
edge of the garment? The edge is the extremity of the
garment. What are we to understand by the extremity of
the garment? Is it that at the end of time the Church
shall have brethren dwelling together in unity? Or can
we understand by the edge perfection, because the garment
is perfected at the edge, and they are perfect who know
how to dwell together in unity? They are perfect who fulfil
the law. And how is the law of Christ fulfilled by them
who dwell as brethren together in one? Hear the Apostle.

Gal.6,2. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so ye will fulfil the law
of Christ. This is the edge of the garment. And how, my
brethren, can we understand which edge he means whither
the ointment can descend? I do mot think that he could
have meant the edge on the sides. For there are edges on
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the sides. But the ointment could descend to that edge VER.
which is on the head, where the collar® opens. Such are —
they who dwell together in one; and as the head of a man

who dresses himself passes through these edges, so Christ
enters in by brotherly amity Who is our Head, that He may

be clothed, that the Church may cling to Him.

10. What else does he say? As the dew of Hermon,
which fell upon the hills of Sion. He would have it under-
stood, my brethren, that it is of God’s grace that brethren
dwell together in unity. Not of their own strength or of
their own deservings, but of His gift, of His grace, as the
dew from heaven. For the earth does mot rain or not
for itself: what it brings forth withereth, unless the rain
descend from above. He says in a certain place in a
Psalm, Thou, O God, wilt separate a free rain for Thine in- Ps.68,9.
heritance. Why says he, free? Because it is not of our
merits, but His free grace. What good have we sinners
deserved? What good have we evil-doers deserved? From
Adam comes Adam, and many sins are born into the world
over and above Adam. Whoever is born is born Adam;
accursed from accursed; and has added, by evil living, to
Adam. What good did Adamn deserve? Nevertheless, the
Merciful One loved, the Bridegroom loved, not because she
was beautiful, but that he ight make her beautiful. So he
calls the grace of God the dew of Hermon.

11. But ye should know what Hermon is. It is a moun-
tain far distant from Jerusalem, that is, from Sion. And so
it is strange that he says thus: As the dew of Hermon,
which fell upon the mountains of Sion, since mount Hermon
is far distant from Jerusalem, for it is said to be over Jordan.
Let us then seek out some interpretation of lHermon. The
word is Hebrew, and we learn its meaning from them who
koow that language. Hermon is said to mean, a light set on
a high place. For from Christ comes the dew. No light is
set on a high place, save Christ. How is He set on high ?
First on the cross, afterwards in heaven. Set on high on
the cross when He was humbled; humbled, but His humi-

d Capitium. See Du Cange. Some chest; others from caput, taking it of
derive it from capere, taking it pro- the part where the head pasees through
perly of the garment enclosing the the tunic, as St. Aug. here seems to do.
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liation could not but be high. The ministry of man
grew less and less, as was signified in John; the ministry
of God in our Lord Jesus Christ increased, as was shewn at
their birth. The former was born, as the tradition of the
Church shews, on the 24th of June, when the days begin to
shorten. The Lord was born on the 25th of December,
when the days begin to lengthen. Hear John himself con-
fessing, He must increase, but I must decrease. And the
passion of each shews this. The Lord was exalted on the
cross; John was diminished by behcading. Thus the light
set on high is Christ, whence is the dew of Hermon. Ye
then who would live together in unity desire that dew, be
watered from thence. Otherwise ye will not be able to
keep fast what ye profess; nmor will ye dare to profess,
unless He first thunder®, nor will ye be able to be stedfast,
unless His fatness descend upon you, for that fatness
descended on the mountains of Sion.

12. And the mountains of Sion are the great in Sion.
What is Sion? The Church. And what are the mountains
there? The great onmes. They who are signified by the
mountains, are also by the beard, also by the edge of the
garment. The beard is not understood of any except of
full-grown men. None therefore grow together in one,
save those in whom the love of Christ is perfected. For
they in whom the love of Christ is not perfected, even when
they are together, are full of hatred, troublesome, turbulent,
disturb others by their care, and seek what they may say of
others; just as a restive horse in a team not only does not
draw, but breaks with his hoofs that to which he is harnessed.
But if he have the dew of Hermon, which fell on the hill of
Sion, he is quiet, peaceable, humble, submissive, pouring
forth prayer in place of murmuring. For murmurers are
admirably described in a certain passage of the Scriptures,
The heart of a fool is as the wheel of a cart. What is the
meaning of the heart of a fool is as the wheel of a cart?
It carries hay, and creaks. The wheel of a cart cannot

< Intonuerit. See on Ps. xviii. 13. perhape, of any of the righteous, though
vol.i. p. 119. “In confidence of the alittle before our blessed Lord is named
Gospel the Lord hath sounded from the simply ¢ Justus.’)
heart of the Just One.’ (It may be taken,
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cease from creaking. Thus there are many brethren, who do Vgn.

not dwell together, save in the body. But who are they who

dwell together? They of whom it is said, And they Ioadﬂ;‘“ 4

one mind and one heart towards God. And no man said

that any thing was his own, but they had all things common.

Here are pointed out, and described, those who belong to the

beard, who bclong to the edge of the garment, who are

numbered among the mountains of Sion. And if there be

others who are murmurers, let them remember the word of

the Lord, One shall be taken, and one shall be left. %at.24,
18. Because there the Lord commanded blessing. Where

did He command it? Among the brethren who dwell

together. There He enjoined blessing, there they who

dwell with one heart bless God. For thou blessest not

God in division of heart. In vain dost thou say that

thy tougue uttereth the blessing of the Lord, if in thy

heart thou dost not utter it. Thou blessest with thy mouth,

and cursest in thy heart. They blessed with their mouth, Ps.63,4.

and cursed wilh their heart. Are they our words? Sowme

persons are signified. Thou blessest the Lord when thou

prayest, and continuest in thy prayer, and cursest thy enemy.

This is what thou hast from the Lord Himself, Love your Mat. 5,

enemies. But if thou doest so, and lovest thine enemy,%4

and prayest for him, there the Lord has commanded His

blessing ; there thou wilt have life for ever, that is, for

eternity. For many who love this life, curse their enemies;

wherefore, but for this life, for the goods of this world?

Where bath thine enemy so straitened thee, that thou must

needs curse him? Art thou straitened on earth? Depart,

have thy habitation in heaven. How shall I, a man clothed

in flesh, enslaved to the flesh, thou wilt say, have my

habitation in heaven. First go in heart, whither thou

wouldest follow in the body. Do not hear, ¢ Lift up your

hearts,” with a deaf ear. Keep thy heart lifted up, and no

one will straiten thee in heaven. And thus another Psalm

suitably follows.
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122 The breadth of Charity.

PSALM CXXXIV.

COMMENTARY.

Continuation of the former Discourse,

1. BenoLp, now, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the
Lord, who stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of
the house of our God. Why has he added, ‘in the courts
Courts mean the wider spaces of a house. He who stands
in the courts is not straitened, is not confined, in some
fashion is enlarged. Remain in this enlargement, and thou
canst love thy enemy, because thou lovest not things in
which an enemy could straiten thee. How canst thou
be understood to stand in the courts? Stand in charity,
and thou standest in the courts. Breadth lies in charity,

Rom. 9, straitness in hatred. Hear the Apostle. Wrath and indig-

Bom&

Ps.84,4.

nation, tribulation and straitness, on every soul of man which
doeth evil. But what sayeth he of the breadth of love?
ySince the love of God is spread abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, Who is given to us. Where you hear of spread-
ing abroad, understand breadth; where you hear of breadth,
understand the courts of the Lord; and you will have the
true blessing of God, when you curse not your enemies.
For the Spirit addresses them who suffer tribulation, to
the intent that they may glory in their tribulation; and says
to them, Behold, now, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of
the Lord. What means, ‘Behold, now? In this time.
For after the tribulations are gone through, it is clear that
we shall be at leisure to praise the Lord; as it is said,
Blessed are they who dwell in Thy house; they shall praise
Thee for ever and ever. They who will at that time bless
without ceasing, begin here to bless God, here, I say, in
tribulations, in temptations, in troubles, amid the trials of
this life, amid the snares of the enemy, amid the deceits
and assaults of the devil; this is the meaning of, Behold,
now, bless ye the name of the Lord, all ye servants of the
Lord, ye who stand in the house of the Lord. What is
the meaning of ¢ y¢ who stand?” Ye who persevere. For
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it is said of on¢ who was an archangel, dnd he stood not in Vge.
the truth. And it is said of the friend of the Bndegroom,J :ns
The friend of the Bridegroom standeth, and heareth Him, 4.
and rejoiceth with joy, because of the voice of the Bride- ""h"s
groom.

2. Therefore, Ye who stand in the house of the Lord, in
the courls of the house of our God, lift up your hands
by night in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. It is
casy to bless by day. What is ‘by day?’ In prosperity.
For night is a sad thing, day a cheerful. When it is well
with thee, thou dost bless the Lord. When thou longest for
a son, and it is born, thou dost bless the Lord. Thy wife
is freed from the danger of child-bearing, thou dost bless the
Lord. Thy son was sick, and he is made whole, thou dost
bless the Lord. Thy son was sick, perchance thou hast squght
an astrologer, a soothsayer, perchance a curse against the
Lord has come, not from thy tongue, but from thy deeds,
from thy deeds and thy life. Boast not, because thou blessest
with thy tongue, if thou cursest with thy life. For men
look at thy life, and say, Behold a Christian, behold what
these Christians are. Christ is blasphemed for thy sake.
See, when thy life curseth, what profit is it that thy tongue
blesseth? Wherefore bless ye the Lord. When? By night.
When did Job bless? When it was a sad night. All was
taken away which he posscssed; the children for whom
his goods were stored were taken away. How sad was his
night! Let us however see, whether he blesseth not in the
night. The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away; it is as yob) 1.
the Lord willed; blessed be the name of the Lord. And
black was the night. He was smittcn with boils from the
head to the feet, he was ulcerated, and wasted away. Then
his Eve dared to tempt him. Say something against thy Jobg,9.
God, and die. lear hin blessing by night. 7hou hast >
spoken, says he, as one of the foolish women. If we have
recetved good al the hand of the Lord, shall we not endure
evil? See what is, Lift up your hands by night in the
sanctuary, and praise the Lord. What said Job? ¢Thou
hast spoken as one of the foolish women.’ The Adam
in his misery drove away Eve, as though be said, Enough
is it for thee, that I am made wmortal on thy account. Thou
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Psarm didst prevail in Paradise, thou art vanquished on the dunghill.

éen N * Great is the grace of God. But how is this, save that the

6. dew of Hermon had rained down on that soul, and the Lord

P" 8% had given a sweet savour, that our land might yield her
Jruit. By night lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and
bless the Lord.

8. The Lord out of Zion bless thee, Who made heaven
and earth. He exhorts many to bless, and Himself
blesseth one, because He maketh one out of many, since

P- 133, it is good and pleasant for brethren lo dwell together in
one. Itisa plural number, brethren, and yet singular, to
dwell together in one. Therefore, The Lord out of Zion
bless thee, Who made heaven and earth. Let none of you
say, It cometh not to me. Knowest thou of whom he
speaks, the Lord bless thee oul of Zion. He blessed one.

! unum. Be oue!, and the blessing cometh to thee.

LAT. PSALM CXXXV.

COMMENTARY.

—

A Discourse to the people.

VERY pleasant ought it to be to us, and we should
rejoice because it is pleasant, to which this Psalm ex-
horteth us. For it says, Praise the name of the Lord.
And it forthwith appends the reason, why it is just to praise
the name of the Lord. Praise the Lord, ye servants. What
more just{ what more worthy ? what more thankful? Yea,
if His servants praised not the Lord, they would be proud,
unthaokful, impious. And what will they get by not
praising the Lord, except to fecel the Lord’s wrath. For
even the thankless servant, if he will not praise his Lord,
does not thereby cause himself not to be a servant. Praise
Him or not, thou art still Ilis servant; but if thou praise,
thou wilt appease Him, if thou praise Him not, thou
wilt displease Him. It is a good and useful exhortation,
then, and hence we should occupy ourselves with the
thought, how the Lord should be praised, rather than



Man, not God, benefitted by Praise. 125

doubt whether He is to be praised. Therefore, praise the Vsa
name of the Lord. The Psalm exhorts us, the Prophet A
exhorts us, the Spirit of God exhorts us, lastly, God
Himself even exhorts us, to praise the Lord. For He in-
creaseth not by our praises, but we do. God is neither the
better, if you praise Him, nor the worse, if you reproach
Him; but thou, by praising Him that is good, art the better,
by reproaching, the worse ; for He remaineth good, as He is.
For if He teaches Ilis own servants who have deserved well
of Him, the preachers of His Word, the rulers of His
Church, the worshippers of His name, the obeyers of His
command, that in their own conscience they should pos-
sess the sweetness of their life, lest they be corrupted by
the praise or disheartened by the reproach of men; how
much the more is He above all, the unchangeable One, Who
teacheth. these things, neither the greater if thou praisest, or
the less if thou reproachest. Yet as it is our gain to praise
the Lord, in mercy He bids us praise Him, not for His own
gain. Let us hear then what he says. Praise the Name
of the Lord, praise the Lord, ye servants. For ye will do
nothing out of place, by praising your Lord, as servants.
And if ye were to be for ever only servants, ye ought to
praise the Lord; how much more ought ye servants to praise
the Lord, that ye may hereafter gain the privilege of sons?

2. But since it is written in another Psalm, Praise Ps.33,1.
befitteth the just; and also in another place, Praise is not Ecolu.
comely in the mouth of a sinner; and moreover in another !5 9
place it is said, The sacrifice of praise shall glorify Me, Ps. b0,
and there is the way in which I will shew him the sal-
vation of God; and after, But to the sinner, saith Godib. 16.
Why dost thou talk of My judgments, and takest My'"
covenant in thy mouth? Whereas thou halest instruction,
and hast cast My precepts behind thee, therefore lest any
should think, since it is said, Praise the Lord, ye servants,
that though he be a bad servant in that great house, the
praise of the Lord shall profit him, he forthwith goes on to
explain who they are who should praise the Lord. Ye -
who stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the
house of our God. Ye who stand, not, ye who fall. They
are said to stand, who persevere in His commmands, who
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Psarm serve God with unfeigned faith, with firm hope, and sincere
fxxary. charity; who honour His Church, and give no offence, by an
evil life, to them who would come in, but find stones of
offence in the way. Therefore, Ye who stand in the house
of the Lord, praise ye the name of the Lord. Be thankful ;
ye were without, and ye stand within. Since then ye stand,
is it a small thing for you to think where He should be
praised, Who raised you when you were cast down, and
caused you to stand in His house, to know Him, and to
praise Him? 1Is it a small boon, that we stand in the
house of the Lord? Here meanwhile, in this our sojourn-
ing, in this house, which is also called the tabernacle of our
sojourning: since we stand here, ought we at all to fail of
thankfulness? Must we not think of it, that we stand here ?
Must we not remember what we have been made ? Must we
not remember where we were cast down, and whither we
have been gathered? Must we not remember that all the
wicked sought not the Lord; that them who sought Him
not, He sought; whomm He found, He aroused; whom He
aroused, He called; whom He called, He led in, and
caused to stand in His house? If one thinks of this,
and is not unthankful, he will utterly despise himself in
comparison with the love of his Lord, Who hath done
so great things for him. And since he hath nothing
wherewith to repay God for so great benefits, what remains
for him but to give Him thanks, not to repay Him? It
Ps. 116, belongs to the very act of thanksgiving, to receive the cup of
12 4he Lord, and to call upon His name. For what can the
ib. 11, servant repay the Lord for all that He hath given him?
Therefore, Ye who stand in the house of the Lord, in the
courts of the house of our God, praise the Lord.
8. What reason shall I gire why you should praisc
Him? Because the Lord is good. Briefly in onc word
is here explained the praise of the Lord our God. The
Lord is good; good, not in the same manner as the
Gen. 1, things which He here made are good. For God made all
8. things very good; not only good, but also very good. He
made the sky and earth, and all things which are in them
good, and He made them very good. If He made all these
things good, of what sort is He Who made them? And yet
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since He made them good, and He who made is much Ver.
better than the things which He made, you can find —
nothing better to speak of Him than that the Lord is good,

if, however, you understand Ilin to be in a peculiar sense
good, from whowm other good things proceed. For He made

all things good, He Himself is good, Whom no one made.

He is good by His own goodness, not by any good derived

from elsewhere. He by His own good, that is Himself, is
good, not by attachment to some other good. But for me to
attach myself to God is good ; Him Who never needed one Pa. 73,
by whom He might be made good, but all other t,hingsSm
needed Him, that they might be made good. Would you

hear how He is good alone? The Lord when asked said,

No one is good, save God alone. 1 would not briefly pass Mat.19,
over this singularity of His goodness, and yet I am not able "*
fitly to recommend it to you; 1 fear lest I should be found
unthankful, if 1 pass over it rapidly ; and withal I fear lest
when 1 undertake to expound it, I may be oppressed by

the vast burden of the Lord’s praises. Yet so, my brethren,
accept me, who praise, and yet am incompetent, that the
worship of my praise may be accepted, though the expo-
sition of His praise be not fulfilled. And may He approve

of my will, and pardon my failure.

4. I am filled with ineffable delight, when 1 hear that
The Lord is yood,and after examining and surveying all things
which I see without, since they are all from Him, although
these things please me, yet I return to Him from Whom they
arise, to understand (hat the Lord is good. And when I
penetrate toward Him as near as I can, I find Him deeper
within, and higher than my reach, because the Lord is in
such sort good, as to need in no wise these things to make
Him good. Lastly, I do not praise these things apart from
Him. Him however 1 find to be perfect without them,
needing nothing, unchangeable, secking no good of another
whereby He may be increased ; fearing no evil, whereby He
may be diminished. And what more shall I say? I find in
creation that the sky is good, the sun is good, the moon is
good, the stars are good, the earth is good, the things which
grow in the ecarth, and are fixed on roots, are good, those
which walk and move are good, those which fly in the air and
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PsaLm swim in the waters are good. [ say that man is good, for the

C‘XXW

3 good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth
forth good. 1 say that an angel is good, who hath not fallen
by pride and become a devil, but remains in obedicnce to
Him by whom hc was made. I say all these things are
good, but I do so in connexion with their names, as the
good sky, a good angel, a good man; but when I betake
myself to God, I think I can say nothing better than good.

Mat-lﬂ, For truly the Lord Jesus, who Himself said, 4 good man;
Marklo said moreover, No one i8 good but God alome. Did He

18.

not urge us to seek and distinguish what is that good
which is made good by another good, and that Good which
is by itself good? How Good must that be, from which all
good things proceed? You can find no good at all, which
is not good from Him. As He is properly the Good
which makes things good, so is He properly the Good.
For neither is it true, that these things which He hath
made are not, nor yet is any wrong done to Him when we
say that the things which He made are not’. Why then did
He make them, if they are not when He has made them?
Or what did He wmake, if that which He made is not?
But since these things which He made have being, we
come still to the comparison of Him with them; and as

Exod.3,though He alone had Leing, He says, / Ay Tuaar I Anm,

14.
Ipsum

and, Thou shalt say to the children of Israel, He Wwo Is
hath sent me unto you. He did not say, The Almighty

Ex "% Lord God, the merciful, the just, though He would have said

what was quite true, had he so spoken. Every thing being
taken away, by which God might be named and called, He
answered that He is called Very Being, and as though this
were His name. This thou shalt say to them, he says, He
Wuo Is hath sent me. For HE Is in such wise, that in
comparison with Him, things which are, are not. 1f He be
not compared with them, they are, because they are from
Him, but compared with Him they are not, because to Be
truly is to Be unchangeably, and this HE Is alone. For
what is, is; just as the good of goods, is good. Reflect and
sec that whatever else ye praise, ye do praise, because it is
good. He is mad, who praises what is not good. If thou
f i. e. in the sense, in which He alone IS ; self-e¢xistent.
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PsaLu sweet, since man ate angels’ food? For men and angels

CXXXV.

Ps 88
25.

live not on different meat. That is truth, that is wisdom,

" that is the goodness of God, but thou canst not enjoy it in

like wise with the angels. For how do they enjoy it? As

-lTohn 1, it is written, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word

ib, 14,

was with God, and the Word was God, by Whom all things
were made. But how dost thou reach it? Because the
Word was made Flesh, and dwelt among us. That man
might eat angels’ food, the Creator of the angels was
made man. Therefore, Sing praises unto His Name, for
He is sweet. 1If ye taste, sing praises; if ye have tasted
how sweet the Lord is, sing praises; if that which ye have
tasted has a good savour, praise it; who is so unthankful to
cook or purveyor, as not to return thanks by praising what
he tastes, if he be pleased by any food. If we are not
silent on such occasions, shall we be silent concerning Him,
Who has given us all things? Sing praises unto His Name,
Jor He is sweet.

6. Now hear of His works. Ye have striven perchance to
see the Good of all good, the Good from which all good
things come, the Good without which nothing else is good,
and the Good which is good without other things; ye have
striven to use it; and perchance in straining the sight
of your minds, you have found yourselves wanting. For
thus I gather from myself, such are my feelings. But if
there be any one, as may be, and well may be, stronger in
this mental sight than 1, who fixes the gaze of his heart
for long on that which is, let him praise as he can, let him
praise as we are not able. Still, thanks be to Him, who
hath tempered His own praise in this Psalm, so that both
strong and weak may assay it. For in the mission of His

Exod.3, servant Moses, when He said, I AM THAT 1 AM, and thou

14.

ib. 18.

shalt say to the sons of Israel, HE wHo Is hath sent me tlo
you ; since it is difficult for the human mind to conceive the
fact of His special Being, and a man was sent to men,
though not by man; forthwith God tempered His praise,
and said this of Himself, which could sweetly be appre-
hended; He would not abide in that praise which the
worshipper could not altain to. Go, said he, tell the
sons of Israel, The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac,
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and the God of Jucob, hath sent me to you. This is My Name Ver.
Jor ever. Seeing, O Lord, Thou hast that former Name,
because Thou hast also said, I AM: He WHo Is, hath sent
me lo you; why didst Thou forthwith change Thy Name
so as to say, The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac,Exod.3,
and the God of Jacob? Does not the force of it seem to®
you to answer and say, That I said, I AM THAT I AM, is
true, but thou dost not comprchend it; that 1 said, I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, is true, and thou dost understand it? That I A that I
Am, belongs to Me; but that I am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, belongs to thee.
And if thou art unable to see what I am to Myself, under-
stand what I am to thee. And that no one may think
that what God said, I AM THAT I AM, and, HE WHo Is,
hath sent me unto you, is His only Eternal Name, but
that what He said, I am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, is His temporal Name, God
took not care when He said, I AM THAT I AM, and He Who
Is hath sent me o you, to say that this His Name is eternal;
for though He said not this, it would be so understood. For
He is, and truly is, and for the very reason that e truly Is,
He Is without beginning or end. But as for man He is,
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob ; lest men should feel anxiety, becausc this is
not eternal but temporal, He hath assured us, that He leads
us to eternal life out of temporal things. This, He says, is
My Name for ever, not because Abraham or Isaac or Jacob
are eternal, but because God makes them eternal aflerwards
for ever. They had indced a beginning, but shall have no
end.

7. In Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, understand His whole
church, understand the whole seed of Israel; but all the
seed of Israel is not alone that of the flesh, but that also
which is of faith. For the Apostle spake to the Gentiles,
to whom he said, [f then ye be Christ’s, then are ye Gal. 3,
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise. We then are 2
all blessed in the God of Abraham aud Isaac and Jacob.
He blessed indeed a certain tree, and created it an olive,
as the Apostle has said, even the holy Patriarchs, from

K2
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Psaru his own possession; let him be believed as far as we cannot,
XXX because he himself knew that the Lord is great. 1f we
should say to him, we ask thee, explain to us His greatness;

would he not perchance answer us, He whom 1 see is not

so very great, if He be able to be expounded by me.

Let hiin then return to His works, and tell us. Let him

hold in his conscience the greatness of God, which he has

seen, which he has committed to our faith, whither he could

not lead our eyes, and enumerate some of the things
which the Lord hath done here; that unto us, who cannot

see His greatness as he can, He may become sweet
through the works of His which we can comprehend.
Because, says he, I know that the Lord is great, and our

God is above all gods. What gods? As the Apostle says,
‘lj(‘éor-& Though there be who are called gods in heaven and in
"7 earth, as there are gods many, and lords many; but to us
there is one God, the Father, from Whom are all things, and

we in Him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all
things, und we by Him. Men may be called gods. For it

Pa.83,1.i8 said, Glod stood in the congregation of gods. It is said,

Ib.6. [ have said, Ye are gods, and all the sons of the Highest; is
not God above men? But what is there great in this, if
God is above men? God is also above Angels, because
the Angels did not make God, but God made the Angels;
and He Who made all things must needs be above
all which He has made. He therefore knowing the
greatness of the Lord, and sceing Him to be above every
creature, not merely corporeal but spiritual, says, He is
a great King above all gods, He is the highest God, Who
has no god above Him. Let him tell us His works. They
are understood.

v. 6. 10. All whatsoever the Lord willed, He made in the
heaven, and in the earth, in the sea, and in all its
deep places. Who can comprehend these things? Who
can enumerate the works of the Lord in the heaven and
earth, in the sea, and in all decp places? Yet if we cannot
comprehend them all, we should believe and hold them
without question, because whatever creature is in heaven,
whatever is in carth, whatever is in the sca and in all deep
places, has been made by the Lord, because all that Ie
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willed, that He made, in heaven and earth, in the sea, and Ver.
in all deep pluces, as we have just now said. He was not &
forced to make all that He made, but all that He willed He
made. His will was the cause of all things which He
made. Thou makest a house, because if thou didst not
make it, thou wouldest be left without habitation : necessity
compels thee to make a home, not free-will. Thou makest

a garment, because thou wouldest go about naked if thou
didst not make it; thou art therefore led to making a
garment by necessity, not by free-will. Thou plantest a
mountain with vines, thou sowest seed, because if thou didst
not do so, thou wouldest not have food; all such things thou
doest of necessity. God has made things of His goodness.

He needed nothing that He made; and therefore He hath
made all things that He willed.

11. Dost thou think, ‘we too have what we do of free-
will?” The things we have spoken of, we do of nccessity,
because if we did not do them, we should be needy and
helpless. Do we find any thing which we do of free-will ?

We do indeed, when we praise God, through loving Him.

This indeed thou doest of free-will, when thou lovest that
which thou praisest ; for this is not of necessity, but because it
pleaseth thee. Therefore God pleaseth the just and His saints

even when He scourgeth them. When He displeaseth all

the unjust, He pleaseth them ; and though they are subject

to his rod, though in toils, in labours, in wouunds, in want,

they praise God; FHe displeaseth them not, though He even
torment them. This is free love, not for the receipt of
specified pay, because God Himself will be thy highest
reward, Whom thou lovest freely, and so oughtest to love,

as not to cease to desire Him for thy reward, as Himm Who
alone can satisfy thee; as Philip desired Him, when He said,
Shew wus the Father, and it satisfieth us. Rightly, Jobnl4,
because we do this of free-will, and we ought to do this of®
free-will, because we do so of our pleasure; we do so of our

love, because though we be chastened by Him, He never
ought to displease us, for ITe is always just. Thus spoke

His worshipper, Upon me, O God, are Thy vous, which [ f'- 5e,
will pay, of praise to Thee. And in another place, I will p,.',u‘s,
offer Thee free-will offerings. What means, I will offer
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chastise. Therefore are these things useful when they are vgs,
read. But when the good man sees what the wicked has T
suffered, let him cleanse himself from all iniquity, lest he

fall into a like punishment, a like chastisement. Then ye

have thoroughly understood these things. What did God
then? He drove out the wicked, And he gave their land ver.13.
Jor an inherilance, even an inheritance to Israel His
servant.

15. Then follows the loud cry of His praise. Thy ver 1s.
Name, O Lord, is for ever and ever, after all these things
which Thou hast done. For what do I see that Thou hast
done? T behold Thy creation which Thou hast made in
heaven, 1 behold this lower part, where we dwell, and here
1 see Thy gifts of clouds, and winds, and rain. I regard
Thy people; Thou leddest them from the house of bondage,
and didst signs and wonders upon their enemies. Thou
punishedst those who caused them trouble, Thou dravest
the wicked from their land, Thou killedst their kings, Thou
gavest their land to Thy people: I have secn all these
things, and filled with joy have said, Lord, Thy Name is for
ever and ever.

16. We see these things according to the literal meaning Mysti-
of what is written, we know and praise them. But if they f:,;;’t_
have a further meaning, let me not be burdensome while l“:’"r:f_
expound them according to my ability. For behold among vious
men can I discern, that He did whatsoever He willed in the Yé"®e®:
heaven and earth. By the sky of heaven, I understand ver.6.
spiritual men; by the earth, carnal; for of these two,
heaven and earth, consists the Church of God, and preaching
belongeth to spiritual men, obedience to carnal ones. For
the heavens declare the glory of Gud, and the firinament Ps.19,1.
proclaims His handy-work. For were not the people of
God the earth of God, the Apostle would not have said, ¥e1Cor.s3,
are God’s building, God’s husbandry; as a wise architect, I 9. 10.
lay the foundation, another buildeth upon it. Therefore we
are the building of God, and the field of God. Who, saysncor 9,
he, planteth a vineyard, and receiveth not of the fruil thereof 27
I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 1 Cor.3,
So in His Church, among His preachers, among His people, &
just as in earth and heaven, lle did whatsoever He willed.
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142 ‘Man and beast’ are the learned and unlearned.

they will have name and sign only, but they have buried
their first-born in their hearts; so much so, that when thou
shalt have said any thing to him about good living, about
the hope of eternal life, about the fear of eternal fire, he
will mutter to himself; or if he be such as to dare before
thee, he turns his face and says, Who hath returned
hither from thence? men say to themselves what they will.
And yet he is a Christian; but because he afflicts us, his
first-born is slain, his faith is dead, and this from man even
unto beast. T will tell you, brethren, what I mean. I
understand that men are spiritually meant to be the learned,
on account of the rational mind which is man’; beasts the
unlearned, but yet having faith, else they would not have a
first-born. It is the learned who afflict the Church, by
creating schism and heresy. Wherefore ye find no faith
in them, because they are become Egypt, that is, an affliction
to the people of God. Their first-born is slain, they draw
after them an unlearned crowd, these are beasts. In this
affliction then, wherewith the Church is afflicted, the faith
of them who afflict her perishes. The first-born dies of the
learned and unlearned, because God slew the first-born of
Egypt from man even unto beast.

19. He sent signs and wonders into the midst of thee, O
Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. Pharaoh
is the king of the Egyptians. Observe the name, and note
how God doeth these things. The king of every nation is
the highest one. Egyptis afliction. Pharaoh is? dispersion.
Affliction therefore has dispersion for its king, because they
who afflict the Church, are dispersed when they afflictit. For
that they may afflict it, they are scatlered, as the king leads,
the people follow ; dispersion goes before, afliction follows.
Listen ye, listen ye to these names full of typical meaning
and wisdom. You will find not one of these names, which
means any good thing, where God hath displayed His wrath.

20. He smole many nations, and slew strong kings. Tell

d Pharaoh, ﬂi?",_iB means king in
Coptic. St. Augustin appears to have
derived this mystical interpretation of
the word from the radical meaaing of
dispersion or division, contained in all
words beginning with D in Hebrew,

and its cognate languages. The word
DY, is used in the scuse of lawless or
unbridled in Prov. 29, 18. accordin
to the best interpretation, unless indee
the word is compared with Pharez
L@
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me, what kings and what nations? Sehon, king of the vee.
Amorites. Listen to names pregnant with 'sacramental l-]—r'tl_,:!'
meanings. He slew, says he, Sehon, king of the Amorites. sacras
Truly He killed them, and now may He slay them from ™erts:
the hearts of His servants, from the temptations of His
Church; and may not His hand stop in slaying such kings

and such people, for Sehon is interpreted the lust of the
eyes; the Amorites mean, they who cause bitlerness. And

here see whether we can understand how these who cause
bitterness, have for their king the lust of the eyes. The lust

of the eyes cannot but be lying; it has a colour, it has no
truth. And now why need we wonder, if they who cause
bitterness have such a king, namely, a lying king? For
except deccit and lying go before, there would be none to
cause bilterness in the Church, for they cause bitterness in

that they lie. The lust of the eyes goes before, bitterness
follows, as it went before in the devil. For is not the lust of

the eyes that which transforms him to an angel of light?1 Cor.
God’s right hand slay him and them; him lest he tempt, them b
that they may be purged. For so that king is slain in every

man, when he condemneth deception, and loveth the truth.

The hand of God ceaseth not to do this. For as He did then
verbally, now He doeth spiritually, that He may fulfil what

he declared in prophecy. Moreover, He slew another
king, and his people. And Og the king of Basan. How

evil is this one? Og means shutting up, Basan means con-
fusion. Evil is that king, who shuts up the road to God.

For this the devil does; by always bringing forward his
falsehoods, by bringing forward his idols, by iutroducing
himself as a friend by meaus of his fanatical soothsayers,

his augurs, diviners, magicians, rites sacred to demons, he
shutteth up the way. Wherefore Christ is the means, that

the way may be made open, which had been shut up, for

by Him one of the redecmed saith, And in my God I will Ps. 18,
pass over a wall; so that the devil is busied in nothing else, "
but that he may shut up the way, lest men believe in God.

For if they believe in God, the way is open, and Christ Jobnl4,
himself is the Way ; but if men believe not in God, the way %

is shut up. But if it be shut up, because He is not
believed, what remains, but that when He comes Who was
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shall be, will be for ever, and therefore His mercy is for Veu.
ever. Wherefore, give thanks to the Lord ; that is, praise the —2-3:
Lord by giving thanks, for He is good: nor is it any tem-
poral good you will gain from this confession, for, His mercy
endureth for ever; that is, the benefit which He bestows
mercifully upon you, is for ever. The expression, for He

i8 good, in the Greek is &yafis; not as in the hundred and

fifth Psalm, for there ‘He is good,’ in Greek is xenods.
And so some have expounded the former, ¢ Since He is
sweet.” For &yafds is not good any how, but good most
excellently.

2. Then follows, Give thanks to the God of gods, for His ver.3.
mercy endureth for ever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords,ver. 3.
Jor His mercy endureth for ever. We may well enquire,

Who are these gods and lords, of whom He Who is the true

God is God and Lord? And we find written in another
Psalm, that men even are called gods; as it is, God stood in P«83,1.
the congregation of the gods, He discerneth belween the gods.

And a little afierwards, I have said, Ye are gods, and all1b.6.7.
children of the High One; but ye shall die like men, and

Jall as one of the princes. The Lord even takes note of

this testimony in the Gospel, saying, Is it not written in JohnlO,
your Law, I have said, Ye are gods? If He called them3*

gods, for whom the word of God was sent, and the Scrip-

tures cannot be broken, how say ye, Thou blasphemest,
because I said, I am the Son of God? 1t is not therefore
because they are all good, but because the word of God

came to them, that they were called gods. For were it be-

cause they are all good, He would not thus distinguish between

them. For when He said, God standeth in the congregation

of gods, He does not say, He distinguishes between God

and men, as if He shewed what was the difference between

gods and men; but He saith, He judgeth between the gods.

Then follows, How long do ye judge iniquily ! and the rest, ps.82,3.
which He says certainly not to all, but to some, because

He saith it in distinguishing, and yet He distinguisheth
between the gods.

8. But it is asked, If men are called gods to whom the
word of the Lord came, are the Angels to be called gods,
when the greatest reward which is promised to just and





























































The * right hand’ means everlasting Life. 171

Christ, let captive Jerusalem, dwelling here on earth, say, vgr.
If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget me. 5
Vehemently hath she bound herself, my brethren, let my
right hand jforget me, sternly hath she tied herself down.
Our right hand is life everlasting, our left, life in this
world. Whatsoever thou doest for the sake of life everlasting,
thy right hand doeth. 1If in thy works thou mingle with
the love of everlasting life desire for the life of this world,
or man’s praise, or any worldly advantage, thy left hand
knoweth what thy right hand doeth. And thou knowest
that it is enjoined in the Gospel, let not thy left hand know Mm. 6,
what thy right hand doeth. Therefore saith she, If / joryet
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget me. And truly
8o it happens: it is a prophecy she has uttered, not a wish.
To them who forget Jerusalem, this happeneth which she
hath said, their right hand forgetteth them. For life ever-
lasting abideth in itself: they abide in delights of this
world, and make that to be right to them, which is lefz.

16. Listen to this, brethren: for the right hand’s sake let
me press this upon you, for the salvation of all. Ye re-.
member perhaps that I once spoke in this place of some 'ld on
who make what is left to be right, that is, who consnder5' 121,
worldly goods of more value (than everlasting goods), and
consider happiness to consist in these, not knowing what is
true happiness, the true right hand. These Scripture calleth
strange children, as though they were citizens not of Jeru-
salem, but of Babylon; for the Psalmist saith in a certain
place, Lord, save e from the hand of strange children, Ps. m,
whose mouth talketh of vanity, and their right hand il 8
a right hand of iniquity. For he goeth on and saith,
Their sons are like strong young vine trees, their daughters
polished like unto the temple: their garners are full and
plenteous with all manner of slore, their sheep bring forth
thousands and ten thousands in our streets: their oxen
are strong to labour, there is no decay, no leading into
captivity, and no complaining in their streets. [sitsin then
to enjoy such happiness as this? No: but to make it the
right hand when it is the left. And therefore what goeth
he on to say? They called the people blessed that are in
such a case. Behold how their mouth hath spoken vanity:ib. 11.
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to be reported to have, therein doth he envy thee. But they VEr.
who are falsely righteous, wish to seem righteous when they
are not so; and when they see one truly righteous, they
must needs envy him, and make it the object of their
dealings with him, to make him love that wherein he glorieth.
Hence come all allurings and trippings up of others. This
the devil first wished, when falling bimself he envied man
who stood; and because he himself had lost the kingdom
of heaven, he was and is unwilling that man should attain
thither, and this is his object now, to prevent man attaining
thither, whence himself was cast down. Since then he is
proud himself, and, because proud, therefore also envious,
his whole body is a body of those of like character. But
let us pray against him, who cannot be amended, and
against those who can, so as to say to the unrighteous man,
Why cnviest thou the righteous, O unrighteous man? 1Is
it becausc thou wishest to appear righteous? Do better at
once, so shalt thou more easily be, what thou wishest to
seem. Be righteous: so shalt thou love him whom thou
didst envy ; for so, what thou now grievest that he is, thou
shalt thyself be also, and thou shalt love thyself in him and
him in thyseclf. For if thou enviedst a rich man, it would
not therefore be in thy power to be rich: if thou enviedst
some honourable and high-born scnator, it would not be in
thy power to be high-born and illustrious: if thou enviedst
one that was handsome, vever wouldest thou thereby make
thyself handsome: if thou enviedst one that was brave and
strong, thou wouldest not thereby give thyself strength: but
if thou enviest the righteous, the matter is in thy will, be
what thou art grieved that another is. For thou wilt not
have to buy what thou art not thyself, but another is; it is
to be had for nothing, it is to be had at once. Peace on Luke2,
earth to men of good will. ) .

9. But those proud ones lave hidden a lrap for me:;
they have sought to trip up my steps. And what have they
done? And have stretched out cords as traps. What cords ?
The word is well known in holy Scripture, and elsewhere
we find what cords signify. The Lord made a scourge of John 2,
small cords, and with it drove out from the temple those '*
who were ill employed there, and thereby signified to us
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226 Envying them, they tempt them to like sins.

PBAW how we were to understand cords; for each ome is holden
XL.
prov 5, with the cords of lis sins, saith another Scripture. And

22.
18.5,18

Esuias saith openly, Woe to them that draw sin like a long
“rope. And why is it called a cord? Because every sinner
who persevereth in his sins, addeth sin to sin; and when he
ought by accusing his sins to amend, by defending he
doublcth what by confession he might have removed, and
often seeketh to fortify himself by other sins, on account of the
sins he hath already committed. He hath committed adul-
tery; and, lest he be slain himself, he prepareth to commit
murder; he addeth sin to sin. Again; if he happen to have
committed murder, now he who feared one crime, feareth
two: and so when he seeth that he feareth now more things
than before he feared, he deviseth not how he may lessen
what he hath done, but how he may add what he hath uot
yet done: he secketh, it may be, some other evil deed. Now
he hath three. What will a man devise next? Who will
end the cord of sins? Most rightly is it called a cord, for
however it be twisted it is increased, and they are not
straight threads, but twisted, that are added. Wickedness is
intertwined, and groweth in length, and seeketh not to cut
off what it has woven amiss, but to add, to protract, to
lengthen, so that in the end it may have wherewith it may

Mat 22,be bound hand and foot, and be cast into outer darkness.

But these their sins they spread for the righteous, when
they persuade them to do the evils which they themselves
do. Therefore he said, they spread cords and traps; that
is, by their sins they desired to overthrow me, And where
did they this? Beside the paths have they luid a stumbling-
block for me: not in the paths, but, beside the paths. Thy
paths are the commandments of God. They have laid
stumbling-blocks beside the paths ; do not thon withdraw out
of the paths, and thou wilt not rush upon stumbling-blocks.
Yet will I not that thou shouldest say, ¢ God should prevent
them from laying stumbling-blocks beside my paths, and
then they would not lay them. Nay, rather, God per-
mitted them to lay stumbling-blocks beside thy paths, that
thou shouldest not leave the paths. Beside the paths have
they laid stumbling-blocks for me.

10. And what remaineth! what remedy amid such ills,
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in such temptations, such dangers? I said unto the Lord, Ver.
Thou art my God. Loud is the voice of prayer, it exciteth —
confidence. Is He not the God of the others? Of Whom is
not He God, Who is the true God ? Yet is He specially theirs,
who enjoy Him, who serve Him, who willingly submit to Him.
For the wicked too, though unwillingly, are subject to Him.
The one call upon God, to be crowned by Him; the other
being under Him, flee from Him, to be condemned by Him.
And whither shall the wicked, who will not have the Lord
for his God, whither shall he flee from the God of all?
Good is it then for him that he turn to the God of all, and
make Him his God, by turning to Him, and being set among
such sinners, seducers, hypocrites, proud, say to God, Whom
by turning to Him he hath made his God, I have said unto
the Lord, Thou art my God; hear with Thine ears the
toice of my prayer. It is a simple sentence indeed, and
easy to understand, yet it is pleasant perhaps to consider
why be did not say, ¢ Hear with Thine ears my prayer;’
but, as though expressing more plainly the affection of his
heart, the voice of my prayer, the life of my prayer, the soul
of my prayer, not that which soundeth in my words, but that
which giveth life to my words. For all other noises without
life may be called sounds, but not words. Words belong to
those that have souls, to the living. But how many pray to
God, yet have neither perception of God, nor right thoughts
concerning God! These may have the sound of prayer, the
voice they canuot, for there is no life in them. This was
the voice of the prayer of one who was alive, forasmuch as
he understood that God was his God, saw by Whom he was
freed, perceived from whom he was freed.

11. Commending this to the ears of God, let him say,
Lord, Lord. Thou Lord-Lord, that is, most truly Lord,
not like unto the lords-men, not like the lords who buy
with money-bags, but the Lord Who buyeth with His Blood.
Lord, Lord, Thou strength of my health, that is, Who
givest strength to my health. What is the meaning of
strength of my healthf He complained of the stumbling-
blocks and snares of sinners, of wicked men, vessels of the
devil, that barked around him and laid snares around him, of
the proud that envy the righteous, among the like of whom

Q2
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228 And pray for perseverance;

he has to pass his life, while here we live in this our pil-

— grimage. But that such offences should abound the Lord

foretold, and said, ‘Iniquity shall abound; and because
iniquity shall abound, the love of muny shall wax cold.
But He forthwith added a comfort, He that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be saved. This he observed
and feared, and, distressed at the abundance of iniquities,
turned himself to hope; for, ke that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved. 1le braced himself to endure,
and saw that the way was long; and, because to endure is
great and difficult, he prayed Him to perfect his endurance,
by Whom the command was given him to endure. Verily I
shall be saved, if I endure unto the end: but endurance,
so as to win salvation, pertaineth unto strength; Thou art
the strength of my salvation; Thou makest me to endure,
that I may attain salvation. Lord, Lord, Thou strength of
my salvation. And whence cometh my hope that Thou art
the strength of my salvation # Thou hast overshadowed my
head in the day of baitle. Lo, now as yet I fight. T fight
without against those who falsely pretend to be good, 1 fight
within against mine own lusts; for, I see another law in my

" members, warring against the laiwc of my mind, and bring-

ing me inlo captivity to the law of sin which is in my
members. O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death? I thank God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Toiling then in this warfare, he
looked back to the grace of God; and because already he
had begun to be heated and parched, he found, as it
were, a shade, whereunder to live. Thou hast overshadowed
my head in the day of battle: that is, in the heat, lest I be
heated, lest I be parched.

12. Deliver me not orver, O Lord, by my own longing to
the sinner. Behold to what end Thy overshadowing shall
avail for me, that I suffer not heat from myself. And what
could that sinner do to me, rage as he would? For wicked
men raged against the martyrs, dragged them away, bound
them with chains, shut them up in prisons, slew them with
the sword, exposed them to wild beasts, consumed them with
fire: all this they did; yet did not God deliver them over
to the sinners, because they were not delivered over by their
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N

own longing. This then pray with all thy might, that God V!n

delivered thee not over by thine own longing to the sinner.

For thou by thine own longing givest place to the devil.

For lo, the devil hath set before thee gain, invited thee to
dishonesty ; thou canst not have the gain, unless thou commit
the dishonesty : the gain is the bait, dishonesty the snare:
do thou so look on the bait, that thou see the snare also;
for thou canst not obtain the gain, unless thou commit the
dishonesty ; and if thou commit the dishonesty, thou wilt be
caught. I say not, thou wilt be caught, because thou wilt be
found out. Sometimes thou wilt not be found out, at least
by man; but canst thou escape God? Thou wilt be caught,
and drawn out, and slain. For every one that doeth such
things, slayeth himself. There then is the bait, there is
also the snare; bridle thy longing, and thou wilt not be
canght by the hook ; but if thy longing for the bait conquer
thee, it putteth thy neck into the snare, and the fowler of
souls will take thee. Deliver me not by mnine own longing to
the sinner. Hence is thine head overshadowed in the day
of battle. For longing causeth heat, but the overshadowing
of the Lord tempers longing, that we may be able to bridle
that whereby we were being hurried away, that we be not so
heated as to be drawn to the snare. They have thought
against me; leave me not, lest perchance they be exalted.

Thou hast in another place, They that oppress me will exult Pr134.

tf I be mored. Such are they, because such is the devil
also himself. When he has led a man astray, he rejoiceth,
he triumpheth over him; hc himself is exalted, because the
other is humbled. And why is he humbled? Because he
was evilly exalted: and he too who trinmpheth over him
shall hereafter be humbled. Such are all who rejoice in
iniquity ; they seem to themselves for the while to boast,
to be proud, to lift up the neck. Let not their exaltation
delight thee: they have the bait in their jaws and the hook
too. There is that whercin they delight, there that whereby
they are caught. Leave Thou me not, lest perchance they
be exalted; that is, let them not triumph over me, let them
not rejoice over me.

18. The head of their going about, the toil of their own ver.9.

lips shall cover them. Me, he saith, the shadow of Thy
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Psarm wings shall cover: for, Thou hast corered me in the day

CXL.

Ps.12,9.

Ps.7,15.

Mat.11,

Ps. 4,2.

of battle. Them what shall cover? The head of their
going about ; that is, pride. What is, their going about ?
How they go about and stand not, how they go in the circle
of error, where is journeying without end. He who goeth
in a straight line, beginneth from some point, endeth at
some point: he who goeth in a circle, never endeth. That
is the toil of the wicked, which is set forth yet more plainly
in another Psalm, The wicked walk in a circle. But the head
of their going about is pride, for pride is the beginning of
every sin. But whence is pride the toil of their own lips?
Every proud man is false, and every false man is a liar. Men
toil in speaking falsahood ; for truth they could speak with
entire facility. For he toileth, who maketh what he saith:
he who wisheth to speak the truth, toileth not, for truth herself
speaketh without toil. Of this man then he said to God,
¢ Me Thine overshadowing shall protect ; them their own lie
shall cover;’ and their own lie is the toil of their own lips.
Belold, he hath travailed with wunrighteousness, he hath
conceived sorrow, and brought forth iniquity. For in every
evil work is toil, and every eril work devised hath a lic for
its leader. For there is no truth, save in a good work.
And forasmuch as all have toil in lying, what crieth the
Truth? Come unto Me, all ye that toil and are laden, and
I will refresh you. 'That is the voice that crieth to them
that toil in another Psalm, Ye sons of men, how long will
ye be heary of heart; why love ye vanily, and seek a lie?
Hear too in another place the toil of lying plainly set forth,

Jer.9,6. They have taught their tongues to speak lies, they have

ver, 10,

wearied themselves to commit iniquity.

14. Coals of fire shall fall upon them upon earth, and
Thou shalt cast them down. What is, upon earth ¥ Here,
even in this life, here coals of fire shall fall upon them, and
Thou shalt cast them down. What are, coals of fire? We
know these coals. Are they different from those of which
we are about to speak ? For these I see avail for punishment,
those that I am about to speak of, for salvation. For we
have spoken of certain coals, when man was seeking aid

;" 120, against a treacherous tongue. What shall be given thee,

or what shall be added to thee, against the treacherous



The effects of example. 231

tongue ? Sharp arrows of the mighty One, with devouring Ver.
coals, that is, the word of God transfixing the heart, de- 10
stroying the old nature, implanting love, and the patterns

of men who had died and come to life again, were black,

and became shining. For couls are darkness, so their
colour indicateth. But when the flame of love has reached
them, and they have come to life again from the dead, let

them hear from the Apostle, Ye were sometime darkness,Eph.5,
but now are ye light in the Lord. These, brethren, are the
couls we look on, when we are pierced by the arrow of God,

and wish to change our life, but are hindered by the evil
tongues of men, such as he was just now complaining of,
which endeavour to lead us astray from the way of truth,

and to lead us in preference into their own errors, and say

to us that even if we promise, we shall not fulfil. Then we
observe these couls: he that was yesterday a drunkard,
to-day is sober; he that was yesterday an adulterer, to-day

is chaste; he that yesterday seized others’ goods, to-day
gives freely of his own. All these are coals of fire. The
examples of the coals are added to the wound of the arrows,

(for I need not fear to say ‘the wound,’ when the Spouse
herself saith, I am wounded with love,) and theu the hay Cant. 2,
is consumed, and so they are called devonring coals. The . LXX.
bay is devoured, but the gold is purified, and the man
exchanges death for life, and begins to be himself too a
burning coal; such a coal as was the Apostle, who before

was a blasphemer and a perseculor and injurious, a coal
black and extinguished ; but when he had obtained mercy,

he was set on fire from heaven, the voice of Christ set him

on fire, all the blackness in him perished, he began to be
fervent in spirit, to set others on fire with that wherewith

he was set on fire himself. Are we to understand such
coals of fire as this here too, who fall upon those evil men,

and cast them down? Evidently we are not forbidden to
understand it in this way. I sec that herc shines forth to

us a sentiment not improbable and free from blame. I
understand those coals to fall upon these men, that they

may be cast down. For on some they come, to set them

on fire; on others, to cast them down. For that coal himself

said, 7o the one we are the savour of death unto death, and ?6001’- 2,
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Psaru 10 the other the savour of death unto death. For they sce
-“*'_ the righteous blazing with the Spirit, bright with light, and
envying them, they full; this is how coals of fire shall fall
upon them upon earth, and they shall be cast down. What
is, upon earth ? While they are as yet in this life, excluding
the punishment which is reserved for the wicked, these coals
cast them down, before the everlasting fire comcth. Coals
of fire shall fall upon them upon enrth, and shall cast themn
down. In miseries they shall not stand. Misery coweth
to them, and they bear it not; but the rightcous standeth,
Rom. 5,a8 he stood, who saith, We glory in tribulations also,
3. &o. knowing that tribulation iworketh patience, and palience
experience, and experience hope, und hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of Christ is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghosl which is given unto us. But
when upon them any pressure, any misery hath fallen, they
stand not, they fall. For when such men mecet with these
kind of pressures, they are unable to bear them, they fall
into evil acts of iniquity, because they are delivered over by

their own longing to the sinner.
15. A man full of words shall not be guided upon earth.
4 man full of words loveth lies. For what pleasure hath
he, save in speaking? He careth not what he speaketh, so
Joug as he speaks. It cannot be that he will be guided.
What then ought the servant of God.to do, who is kindled
with these conls, and bimself made a coal of salvation, what
should he do? He should wish rather to hear than to
Jamesl, speak; as it is written, Let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak. Aund if it may be so, let him desire this, not to
be obliged to speak and talk and teach. For behold 1 say
to you, beloved, we speak now to you, brethren, to teach
you somewhat: how much better were it that we all knew,
and none taught another? so should there not be one
speaking, another hearing, but all hearing Him alone, to
Pu51,8. Whom is said, To my hearing Thou shalt give eauliation
and joy. Whence it was that John too rejoiced, not so
much because he was a preacher and a speaker, but
John 8, because he was a hearer. For he saith, The friend of the
2. bridegroom standeth and heareth him, and rejoicelh greutly
because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore, beloved
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brethren, I can quickly tell you wherein each one may
prove hiwself, not by never speaking, but by requiring a
case where it is his duty to speak; let him be glad to be
silent, in will, let him speak to teach, when he must. For
when must thou neceds speak and teach? When thou
meetest with one ignorant, when thou meetest with one
unlearned. If it delight thee always to teach, thou wishest
always to have some ignorant one to teach. Butif thou wishest
well to others, and wishest all to be learned, thou wishest not
always to have those whom thou mayest teach, and so the
practice or proof of thy teaching will not be in will, but in
necessity. Let thy joy be in hearing God, thy duty in thine
own speaking, so shalt thou not be a man full of words, lest
thou be not guided. Why art thou willing to speak, unwill-
ing to hear? Thou ever goest without, thou declinest to
return within. For He that teacheth thee is within; when
thou teachest, thou, as it were, goest forth to those who are
without. For from within we hear the truth, and we speak it
to those who are without, outside cur heart. For we are said
indeed to have in our heart those of whom we are thinking, but
we are said so only because we seem to have a sort of image of
them stamped upon us. For, were they altogether within,
surely they would know what is in our hearts, and so would
have no need for us to speak to them. But if this delight
thee, that thou art busy without, take heed lest thou be
puffed up without, and be unable to return by the narrow

VER.
10. 11,

way, and so thy God be unable to say to thee, Enter thou Mat.2s,

into the joy of thy Lord ; but say, because that which thou 2

1.

lovedst was without, Bind him hand and foot, and cast him ib. 30.

inlo outer darkness. For in shewing that it is an evil thing
to be cast without, he sheweth also that it is a good thing
to enter within. For to the good servant what said He?
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord: but to the wicked
servant, Casl him tnto ouler darkness. Let us not then
love most what is outward, but what is inward. At what
is inward let us rejoice; in what is outward let us act of
necessity, not of free will. 4 man full of words shall not be
guided upon the carth.

16. Evil shall hunt the unrighteous man to destruction.
Evils come, and he standeth not; therefore said he, they
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Psavu shall hunt him to destruction. For many good men, many
L righteous men evils have befallen, evils have, as it were,
found them. For therefore hath he said, skall hunt them,
because every one wisheth to hide himself from evil, but
when he is found by eril he is, as it were, made into a prey.
But is it only the evil who fly from evils when they are
Mat.10, sought by evils? 1Is it not said to the good also, FFhen
. they persecute you in this city, flee yeinto another ¢ There-
fore when the evil pursued the good, that is, our martyrs,
when they seized them, they hunted them, but not to
destruction. For the flesh was pressed down, the spirit
was crowned; the spirit was cast out from the body, yet
was nought done to the flesh which might hinder it for the
future. Let the flesh be burned, scourged, maugled; is it
therefore withdrawn from its Creator, because it is given into
the hands of its persecutor? Will not He Who created
it from nothing, re-make it better than it was? So then
whenever the righteous are taken, the wicked have hunted
them, but not to destruction. But they who skall not be
guided, and are full of words, evils shall hunt them to
destyuction. Wherefore? Because in miseries they shall

not stand.
ver.12.  17. I know that the Lord will maintain the right of the
needy. This needy one is not full of words; for he that is
full of words, wisheth. to abound, knoweth not to hunger.
Matt. 7, But they are needy to whom it is said, Knock, and it shall
be opened unto you; seek, and ye shall find; ask, and it
shall be given unto you. He is needy of whom it is said,
Matt. 8, Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness, for they shall be filled. They groan among the stum-
bling-blocks of the wicked. they pray to their Head, /o be
delivered from the wicked man, and set free from the
unrighteous man. These then are they whose cause the
Lord will not neglect; although now they suffer hardships,
their glory shall appear, when their Head appeareth. For to
Col.8,3.such while placed here it is said, Ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God. So then we are poor, our
John 6, life is hid ; let us cry to Him that is our Bread. For He is
’ the living Bread, Which came down from heaven ; and He
Who in the way refresheth us, in our wants will fill us.






236 The beatific Vision.

Psavu shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we

CXL.

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is; jfor
the upright shall dwell with Thy Countenance. Think we,
with the Countenance of the Father, and not with that of
the Son? or with the Countenance of the Son, and not of
the Father? or is the Countenance of Father and Son and
Holy Ghost in some sense one? Let us see whether the
Son Himself do not promise us His own Countenance, to
gladden us therewith. The Lord God hath just inspired us
to have the following passage of the Gospel read, that it
might bear witness to this Psalm. The Lord Himself saith,

Johnl4, He that heareth these commandments of Mine and keepeth

them, he <t is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me, shall
be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will shew
Ahsm Myself. What sort of reward is this He hath promised,
beloved? Did not they already see Him, to whom He
promised to shew Himself? Was He not before them?
Was not the Face of His flesh close before their eyes?
What is it that He willed to shew to them who already saw
Him? Forasmuch as they saw Him in such form as the Jews
crucified Him in, yet was He God, hidden under that flesh,
because men could see the Man, but the God they could

Matt 5,not, although in Man; because too, blessed are the pure in

LarT.
cxn.

Col. 4,

heart, for they shall see God; He gave the Form of Man both
to good and evil, the Form of God He preserved for the pure
and good, that we may rejoice in Him, and it may be
well with us for ever with His Countenance.

PSALM CXLL
Sermon to the People.

1. YE have heard, brethren, our instruction and our
request from the mouth of the Apostle, when his Epistle
was being read just now. For he saith, Continue in prayer,

* and watch therein; withal praying also for us, that God

would open unlo us a door of utterance, to speak His
mystery, that I may make it manifest as I ought to speak.
Deign to consider these words mine also. For there are in
Holy Scripture deep mysteries, which are for this cause
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hidden, lest they should be held cheap; for this cause V=es.
sought, that they may employ us; for this cause opened, that—
they may feed us. The Psalm which we have just sung is
in many parts somewhat obscure. When by the help of
the Lord what has been said shall begin to be expounded
and explained, ye will see that ye are hearing things which
ye knew already. But for this cause are they said in
manifold ways, that variety of expression may remove all
weariness of the truth.

2. For what will ye hear or learn, brethren, more important
or more healthful, than, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God Mat.23,
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all l/ay"' eto-
mind; and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Think
not that these two commandments are little; On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. What-
soever then healthfully is either conceived in the mind, or
uttered by the mouth, or is carved from any page of holy
Writ, hath no end save love. For even evil-livers are
enticed to one another by the fellowship of an evil con-
science, and are said to love one another, to be unwilling
to leave one another, to be won by intercourse among
themselves, to long for one another when apart, to rejoice
when they meet. This love is of hell. It hath lime, to
drag down to the abyss; not wings, to lift aloft to heaven.
But what is true love, that it may be separated and distin-
guished from others which are called love? That which
is called the true love of Christians is defined by Paul, and
so marked off by its definitious, as to be entirely distinguished
from the rest. The end, saith he, ¢f the commandments ¢s1Tim.1,
love. He might have ended here; for in other placesb'
where he was speaking as unto them that knew, he said no
more ; Love, saith he, ¢s the fulfilling of the Law; and he Rom.13,
said not what law. Therefore did he not say here, because 10.
he had said elsewhcre. Here therefore, Love is the ful-
Jilling of the Law. Thou askest, perhaps, what love?
what sort of love? Thou art told in another place, The
end of the commandment is love, out of a pure heart. Now
see whether robbers have among themselves love out of a
pure heart. This is a pure heart in regard of love, when
thou lovest man according to God’s will: for thou oughtest







Person; some in the person of His Body. 289 -

with Thy commandments as with a gate and door, that my Vnn
heart be not turned aside to wicked words.” What wicked
words? Those which make excuses for sins. Let me
not choose to excuse, rather than to accuse, my sins.
These words fit not our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. For
what sins did He commit, which e ought to have confessed,
rather than defended? These are our words: and yet
assuredly it is Christ that speaketh. 1f they be our words,
how is it Christ that speaketh? Where is the love whereof
I was speaking? Know ye not that it maketh us oue
in Christ? Love crieth to Christ from us, love crieth from
Christ for us. How doth love cry to Christ from us?
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call upon J Joe|2
the name of the Lord, shall be saved. How doth love cry >

from Christ for us? Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ? Acts 9,
Ye, saith the Apostle, are the Body of Christ, and members.} o,
If then He be the Head, we the Body, it is one that12,27.
speaketh ; whether the head speak or the members, it is

one Christ that speaketh. And it is the property of the

head to speak in the name of the members also. Observe

our own habit: first, how none among our members can
speak, save the head: then further, how the head in

us speaketh in the name of all the members. Some one

in some narrow place hath trod on thy foot; thou art
treading on me, saith the head: some one hath wounded

thy hand; thou bast wounded me, saith the head. The
tongue which is in thy head undertaketh to represent all

thy members, it speaketh for them all. In the same way

then let us hear Christ speaking, but let each hear therein

his own voice, adhering as it were in Christ's Body. For
sometimes He will speak words wherein none of us can

find himself represented, but which belong to the Head
alone: yet doth He not sever Himself from our words, and

raise Himself aloft to those which are His own specially;

nor doth He not return from His own special ones to ours.

For of Him and the Church it is said, And they twamEph 6,
shall be one flesh. Wherefore He Himself too saith in the >
Gospel of this very thing, Now therefore they are no more Mat 19,
twain, but one flesh. All this is not new: ye have heard %

it continually: but it is needful that it be mentioned as




240 The whole Church cries, through Christ, to God.

PsaLyM occasion serves, first, because the Scriptures themselves
X1 which we handle are so interwoven, that many things are
repeated in many places; and further, because it is profitable.
For the cares of this world produce thorns and choke the
seed: it is fitting that that be often brought to our recol-
lection by the Lord, which the world forceth us to forget.
ver.1. 4, Lord, I have cried unto Thee, hear Thou me. This
we all can say. This not I alone say: whole Christ saith it.
But it is said rather in the name of the Body: for He too,
when He was here and bore our flesh, prayed; and when
He prayed, drops of blood streamed down from His whole
Luke92, Body. Sois it written in the Gospel: Jesus prayed earnestly,
and His sweat was as it were gyreat drops of blood. What
is this flowing of sweat from His whole Body, but the
suffering of martyrs from the whole Church? Lord, I have
cried unto Thee, hear Thou me : listen unto the voice ¢f my
prayer, while I cry unto Thee. Thou thoughtest the
business of crying already finished, when thou saidst,
I have cried unto Thee. Thou hast cried; yet think
not thyself safe. If tribulation be finished, crying is
finished: but if tribulation remain for the Church, for the
Body of Christ, even to the end of the world, let it not only
say, I have cried unto Thee, but also, Listen unlo the voice
of my prayer, while I cry unto Thee.
ver. 2. 5. Let my prayer be set forth in Thy siyht as incense, and
the lifting up of my hands an evening sacrifice. Thal thisis
wont to be understood of the Head Himself, every Christian
acknowledgeth. For when the day was now sinking towards
John10, evening, the Lord upon the Cross laid doun His life to take it
7. again, did not lose it against His will. Still we too are figured
there. For what of Him hung upon the tree, save what
He took of us? And how can it be that the Father should
leave and abandon His only-begotten Son, especially when
He is one God with Him? Yet, fixing our wcakness upon
Rom 6, the Cross, where, as the Apostle saith, our old man is
p,,“ crucified with Him, He cried out in the voice of that our
Mat.87, 0ld man, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
6. That then is the evening sacrifice, the Passion of the Lord,
the Cross of the Lord, the offering of a salutary Victim,
the whole burnt-offering acceptable to God. That evening












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































St. Augustine’s Prayer. 457

PRAYER OF ST. AUGUSTINE,
Which he was wont to use after his Sermons and Lectures.

Turn we to the Lord God, the Father Almighty, and
with pure hearts offer to Him, so far as our meanness can,
great and true thanks, with all our hearts praying His
exceeding kindness, that of His good pleasure He would
deign to hear our prayers, that by His Power He would
drive vut the enemy from our deeds and thoughts, that He
would increase our faith, guide our understandings, give us
spiritual thoughts, and lead us to His bliss, through Jesus
Christ His Son our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with
Him, in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and_ever. Amen.


























































































































































































INDEX.

iv. 340, the end of the world sig-
nified by the evening, v. 105.

The word ‘seculum’ (world)
sometimes used for eternity, iv. 272;
vi. 89.

Worship, towards the temple and in
the temple, what, i. 29. due to
Christ, present in the elements, iv.
454. no creature to be worshipped
because used as a similitude of gnoly
things, iv. 346. . .

Wound, the, of sin, required an Al-
mighty Physician, iii. 168. should
be laid bare to the Physician that
He may beal it, i. 291. the wound
inflicted by the i’hycician heals the
unsound, vi. 308, (see Physician.)

Wrong, no wrong to suffer deserved
nalties, vi, 361. St. Paul bids us en-
dure undeserved wrong, ib. forgiveness
of wrongs a work of mercy, vi. 393,
and wins us mercy, ib. we may not
use the Lord’s Prayer, unless we do
as it says, iii, 42.
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Y.

Yoke, the yoke of sin heavy, Christ'®
light, iii. 168. Christ’s like wing®
to a bird, ib.

z,

Zabulon, meaning of the name, iii. 349,

Zacharias, prophesied at the time of the
return from the Captivity in Babylon,
v. 262; vi. 386, 419. the Psalms
called ¢ of Haggai and Zachariah,’
written long before they lived, v.
262.

Zeal, or jealousy, God’s, His exaction
of spiritual chastity, iv. 91. godly
Jjealousy, a zeal of love, v. 438. true
zeal, for God, not for self, ib. zeal
of God adcording to knowledge, what
it is, iv. 262,

Zeb, means ¢ wolf,’ iv. 143.

Zeba, means wolf’s victim, ib.

Ziphites, they who flourish in this
world, jii. 12.
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ERRATA IN VOL. VI.

Page 156 line 23. for 4 read 14
189. title insert of befure the

259. line 26. for tvuched the vein read felt the pulse

287. 19. for 8 rcad 9

327. 83, for leisure read space and for fear read burn

THE END.
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