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SIR THOMAS MORE’S

UTOPIA.

Vou. I1. B






TO

AGIDIUS OF ANTWERP.

I AM almost ashamed, dearest Peter, of sending you this
tract of the Utopian commonwealth, after a delay of nearly
a year, when you no doubt cxpected it within six weeks.
For you knew I was eased of the labour of invention on
this occasion, and that I had no thought to bestow upon
method, having only to repeat what you as well as myself
heard Raphael relate. Neither, on this account, was there
any occasion for eloquence, since his discourse could not.
be highly polished, being off-hand and from one less learn-
ed in Latin than in Greek ; and my narrative, the nearer
it approaches his ease and simplicity, the nearer will it re-
semble the truth, my sole duty and care on this occasion.
B2



4

I confess, dear Peter, so much of the labour was thus
taken from my hand, that little or nothing was left me;
though the invention and arrangement might have demand-
ed from no mean or unlearned capacity some time as well
as study. Had eloquence as well as truth been requisite,
no time or study would have enabled me to accomplish it.
But as it was, these difficulties being removed, my part was
only to repeat what I had heard.

Yet little of my time as this required, that little was
long denied me by my other avocations. For while, in
pleading and attending, in judging or settling causes, in
waiting upon some on business, on others from respect, the
greater pért of the day is spent on other men’s affairs,
the remainder must be devoted to my family at home : thus
I can reserve no part to myseclf and study. I must chat
with my wife and prattle with my children, and something
I have to say to my servants. These things I reckon a part
of a man’s business, unless he will resolve to be a stranger
at home. For with whomever nature, chance, or choice,
hath engaged a man in any intercourse, he must endea-
vour to make himself as acceptable to those about him as
he can ; still preserving such. a disposition, that he may not
spoil them by excessive gentleness, or let his servants be-

come his masters.
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Thus days, months, and years, slip away: what time
then is left for writing? And hitherto I have said nothing
of those hours which must be devoted to sleep; or of those
te meals, on which many waste nearly as much time as in
sleep, the consumer of almost half our life. - Indeed all
the time I can gain to myself, I steal from sleep and my
meals ; and because it is little, I have made slow progress.
Yet being something, I have at last got to the end of
Utopia, which I now send you; and expect, after you have
read it, that you will inform me, if you can remind me of
any thing which has escaped me. For though I should be
‘happy had I as much invention and learning, as I know I
have memory, and which makes me in general depend
greatly upon it, yet do I not so entirely rely on my me-
mory, as to think I can forget nothing.

My lad, John Clement, hath ‘made some observations
which startle me. You know he was present with us, as I
think he ought to be at every. conversation which may
be useful to him ; for I ‘promise myself great things from
his early progress in Greek and Roman learning. Accord-
ing to my memory, the bridge over Anider at Amaurot
was, by Raphael’s account; 500 paces; but John -as-
sures me he ‘said 300, therefore, pray recollect what you
can of this. For, if you agree with him, I will believe
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that I have been mistaken; but if you remember nothing
of it, I shall not alter what I have written, because it is
according to my recollection. I shall take care that there
be nothing falsely written, and if there be any thing doubt-
ful, though I may perhaps tell a lie, I will not make one ;
for I had rather pass for a good than a wise man. But
it will be easy to correct this mistake, if you can either meet
with Raphael, or know how to address him by letter.

Another difficulty presses me still more, and makes your
writing to him more necessary. I know not whether to
blame Raphael, you, or myself for it; since we neither
thought of asking him, nor he of telling us—in what part.
of the new world Utopia is situate. This was such an omis-
sion that I would gladly redeem it at any rate; for I am
ashamed, after having told so much of this island, that I
cannot inform my readers in what sea it lies.

There are same among us who have a strong desire to go
thither. A pious divine, in particular, is very earnest in
it,. not -so much from a vain curiosity of seeing unknown
countries, as:that he may advance our religion, so happily
begun, to be planted there. And that he may proceed with
regularity in this, he intends to procure a mission from the
Popé, and be sent, thither as their:bishop. In a case like
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this, he makes no scruple of aspiring to that character;
but thinks such ambition meritorious, being solely instigat-

ed by pious zeal. He desireth it only as a mean of ad-

wvancing the Christian religion, and not for any honour or ad-

vantage which may accrue to himself.

I therefore earnestly beg, if you can possibly meet with
Raphael, or know how to address him, that you will be
pleased to inform yourself on these points; that no false-
hood may be left in my book, nor any important truth be
wanting. And perhaps it will not be improper to let him
see the book. For no man can correct its errors so well
as he, and by perusing it, he will be able to give a more
perfect judgment of it, than from any discourse about it.
You will likewise be able to discover whether my under-
taking be acceptable to him or not. For if he intend writ-
ing a relation of his travels, perhaps he will not be pleased
that I should anticipate him in what belongs to the Utopian
Commonwealth ; since, in that case, his book will not sur-
prise the world with the pleasure which this new discovery
will give it.

I am so little fond of appearing in print on this occasion,
that if he dislike it, I will lay the piece aside; and even
though he should approve it, I am not determined on pub-
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lishing it. The tastes of men differ greatly. Some are so
morose and sour, and form such absurd judgments, that the
cheerful and lively who indulge their genius, seem happier
than those who waste their time and strength in authorship.
Though their work may be useful or pleasant, instead of
being well received, it will be laughed at or censured. Many
have no learning, others despise it. One accustomed to
a coarse, harsh style, thinks every thing disagreeable which
is not barbarous. - Our trifling pretenders to learning, think
all slight which is not dressed in obsolete words. Some love
only what is old, others only what is their own.

Some are so sour that they can allow no jests, others so
dull that they cannot bear any thing sharp; some dread

any thing gay and lively, as a man bitten by a mad dog
dreadeth water; while others are so light and unsettled, that

their thoughts change as fast as their postures. Some again,
at their tavern meetings, take upon themselves in their
eups, very freely to censure all writers, and supercilious-
ly to condemn whatever they do not like. In this they
have an advantage like a bald man, who can catch an-
other by the hair without a fear of a return of the com-
pliment ; being, as it were, war-proof, from their inea-
pability of ‘receiving an attack. Others are so thank-
less, that even when well-pleased with a book, they
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think they owe the author nothing; and resemble those
rude guests, who, when they have been well entertained and
their appetites glutted, depart without even thanking their
host. Who would put himself to the charge of preparing

a feast for palates so nice, tastes so varying, and guests s0
thankless !

But do you, dear Peter, clear those points with Raphael,
and then it will be time enough to consider of publishing.
For since I have been at the pains of writing the piece, if
he consent to its publication, I shall follow the advice of
my friends, and especially yours. Farewell, my dear Peter;
commend me kindly to your good wife, and continue to
love me as you used to do, for be assured I love you more-

and mare daily.

Voi. I1. ¢
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UTOPIA.
BOOK I.

H:xxy VIII, the redoubted king of England, a prince
endowed with all the virtues becoming a great monarch,
kaving some important disputes with Charles, prince of
Castile, sent me ambassador 40 Flanders to treat of and
compose these matters. 1 was associated with and accom-
panied the incompareble Cuthbert Tenstal, whom the king,
to such general satisfaction, lately made master of the
rolls. Of hima I will say nothing. Not for fear the testi-
mony of a friend should be suspected, but because his
learning and virtue are greater than I can do justice to, and
so well known that they need not my commendation, un-
less, according to the proverb, I would shew the sun with a
fanthorn.

Those appointed by the prince to treat with us, met us

at Bruges by agreement. They were all worthy men. The
C2
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margrave of Bruges was their chief, and the principal man
among them ; but George Temse, provest of Casselsee, was
esteemed the wisest, and spoke for the rest. Art and na-
ture had combined to make this man eloquent. He was
very learned in the law, had a great capacity, and by long
practice was become very dexterous at unravelling intrica-
cies. When we had had several meetings without ¢oming
to an agreement, they went to Brussels for some days, to
know their prince’s pleasure; and I, since our business per-
mitted it, went to Antwerp.

‘While there, among many who visited me, one person
was more agreeable to ‘me than any other. It was Agi-
dius, born at Antwerp, a man of great honour, and of
good rank in his native city, though of less than he de-
serves, for I know not where to find a more. learned and a
better bred youth. Worthy and intelligent, he is so civil
to all, so kind to his friends, and so full of candour and
affection, that you will very rarely meet with so perfect a
friend. He is extraordinarily modest, without artifice, but
full of prudent simplicity. His conversation was so pleas-
ant and innocently cheerful, that his company - greatly
lessened the desire of returning to my country and family,
which an absence of four months had occasioned.

One day, as I was returning from mass, I chanced to see
him talking to a stranger, who seemed past the flower of
his age. His face was tanned, his beard long, and his
cloak hanging carelessly about him ; so that from his ap-
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pearance I concluded he was a seaman. When Peter saw
me, he came and saluted me; and as I was returning his
civility, he took me aside, and pointing to his companion,
said, ¢ do you see that man? I was just thinking of bring-
ing him to you.”- ¢ He should have been very welcome (I
answered) on your account.” ¢ And on his own too (he
replied) if you knew the man. For no one alive can give
a more copious account of unknown countries, which I know
you love.’” ¢ Then (said I) I did not guess amiss, for I took
him for a seaman.” ¢ But you are much mistaken (he said),
for he hath been no Palinurus, but another Ulysses, or ra-
ther a Plato’

¢ This Raphael, whose family name is Hythloday, is not
ignorant of Latin, butis eminently skilled in the Greek ;
having applied himself more particularly to the latter, be-
cause he had devoted himself to philosophy, in which he
knew the Romans have left us nothing valuable but what

is to be found in Seneca and Cicero. He is a Portuguese

by birth, and was so desirous of seeing the world, that he
divided his estate among his brothers, and shared the ha-
zards of Americus Vesputius, in three of his four voyages,
. now published. He did not return in the last, but obtain-
ed his leave almost by force, to be one of the twenty-four
who were left at the farthest place at which they touched in
“their last voyage to New Castile.

* Leaving him thus, did not a little gratify one who was
fonder of travelling, than of returning to be buried in his

.-
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own country. For ke would often say, the way to heavow
@ the same from all places, and who hkath no grave hath
heaven still over im. Yet this disposition had cast him
dear, had not God been very gracious to him. After he
had travelled, with five Castilians, over many countries, at
last, by strange good fortune, he got to Ceylon, and theace
to Calicut, where he very fortunately found some Portu-

guese ships, and, beyord all expectation, returned to his
couatry.’

I thanked Peter for his kindness, in intendmg to bring
me acquainted with one whose conversation he knew would
be so agreeable to me, and on this Raphael and I embraced.
After the usual civilities, we all went to my house, and en-

tering the garden, seated ourselves on a green bank and en~
tertained each other in discourse.

He told us, when Vesputius had sailed, he and his com~
panions who stard in New Castile, by degrees insinuated
themselves into the affections of the natives, meeting them
often, and treating them kindly. At last they not only lived
among them withont danger, but held familiar intercourse
with them ; and so far obtained the friendship of a prince

" (whese name and country 1 have forgotten) that he furnish-

ed them plentifully with all necessaries, and even with the
conveniencies of travelling—boats and waggons. He gave
them a very faithful guide, who was to introduce and re-
commeénd them to such other princes as they had a mind

. to see ; and after travelling many days, they came to towns,
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cities, and commonwealths, which were both happily go-
verned and well peopled.

About the equator, as far on either side as the sun go-
eth, lay vast deserts, parched by his perpetual heat. The
soil was withered; every thing looked dismal; all places
were uninhabited er abounded in wild beasts and serpents,
with a few men neither less wild nor less cruel than the
beasts. But as they proceeded, a new sceme presented it-
self. Nature wore a milder aspect, the air was less burn-
ing, the s0il more verdant, and even the beasts less wild.
At last they found natioms, towns, and cities, which had
not.only mutual and neighbourly intercourse, but traded by
sea and land to very remote countries.

The first vessels they saw were flat-bottomed, with sails
of reeds and wicker woven closely together, and some of
leather. Afterward they met with ships having round keels
and canvas sails, like our own, and the seamen understood
astronomy and navigation. He obtained their favour great-
ly by shewing them the needle, with which, till then, they
were wnacquainted. Formerly they sailed with extreme
caution, and only in summer. Now they esteem all sea-
sons alike, and trust wholly to the loadstone, in which plan
there is perhaps more imaginary security than real safety ;
and this discovery, promismg so much advantage, may, by
their imprudence, become a source of great mischief to
them.
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But it were tedious to repeat all his observafions ; and
what he repeated concerning the wise and prudent institu-
tions of civilized nations, may perhaps be related on a more

proper occasion. We asked him many questions on these

subjects, to which he replied very willingly ; but. we made
no inquiries about monsters, the common subject. For
_everywhere we may hear of ravenous dogs and wolves, and
cruel cannibals ; but it is not so easy to meet with states
which are well and wisely governed.

Telling us of many defects in those new countries, he
also recounted not a few circumstances which might serve
as examples, and enable us to correct errors in our own
countries. Of these, as before said, I may give an account
at some future time. At present, it is my design only to
relate what he told us of the laws and manners of the Uto-
pians. But let me begin with the occasion which led us to
speak of that commonwealth.

When Raphael had discoursed for some time, with great
judgment, on the many defects in our own and these coun-
tries, had treated of the civil institutions here as well as

there, and had spoken as distinctly of the government and, -

‘customs of every country he had passed through,. as if he
bad lived in it all his life, Peter exclaimed in admiration,
¢ I wonder Raphael you do not enter into some king’s ser-
vice; you would be very acceptable I am sure to any.
- Your knowledge of men and things is such, that you could,
not only entertain, but be of great advantage to them,

— :
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from- the examples .you could -set before, and the advice
you. could give, them. And this would be to your own ad-
vantage, as well as enable you to serve your friends.’

¢ ¢ For:my friends,” he replied, ¢ I need not feel much con-
cern, having already done for .them all that was incum-
bent on me. For in my days. of health, freshness, and

- youth, I distributed among. my kindred and friends, that

with which ‘others . part not. till -they be old and infirm.:
then unwillingly giving away what.they. can ne:longer en-
joy. My friends, therefore, ought to. rest content, and
not expect me for their. sakes to enslave myself to any
king.’ ’ :

'¢- Softly,” said Peter, ¢ I meaxrnot. that you should be o
slave to any king; but that yon should assist and. be use~
ful to one.’ C

. ¢ That is, beif possible more-than a-slave, he Teplied:.

. ¢ Term it.as you.will,’ said Peter, ¢ I see 1o other way
im which you can. be so useful to your friends and the
public,. and by which you.can make your own conditiomx
happier.’. - ‘ i

¢- Happéer! replied Raphael.. ¢ Is that-te be compassed
i a‘way so.abhorrent to my genius? At present I live as
I please,. to which. I. believe few courtiers can pretend.
Vor. JI.. , : D
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And there ‘bé so many who court the favour of the great,
that it will be no loss if they be not troubled by me,
those of a.temper like mine.’

D . Here, T said, ¢ I perceive Raphael ‘you neither desire

wealth. nor greatness; and indeed I value 'such a person
more than -any who are called the great. Yet I think
you. would act in a2 manner worthy of so generous and
philosophical a spirit as yours, if you applied yourself to
public affairs, though it might be a little unpleasant to
you. This you could never do so effectually as by enter-
ing into the council of some great prince, and putting him
(as I know you would do) upon noble and worthy actions;
for good and evil flow from a prince over his country as
water from a fountain. Your learning without éxperience,
or the experience you have had, without learning, would
render you a very proper counsellor for any prince.’

¢ You are mistaken,’ he replied, ¢ as well in your judgment
of me as of the matter in question ; for neither have I the
talents you imagine, nor, had I them, would the public
be one jot the better when I had sacrificed my quiet to
it. Most princes think more of military affairs than of the
useful arts of peace; and in these I neither have, .nor de-
sire to have, knowledge. They are generally more intent
on acquiring new kingdoms,' than on.ably governing those
which they possess. Of their' ministers, all either are, ar
think themselves, too wise to need 'assistance; and if they
court any, it is only those to whom their prince shew-
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eth’ personal favour, that they may fix them in their-in-
terests. Indeed, nature hath so .constituted us, that we
all love flattery, and to please ourselves with our own
conceits : the very crow loveth her young, and the ape her

¢ If in a court like this, where each envies *is neighbour,
and admires only himself, one should propose what he had
read or seen, the rest would think their reputation and
interest at stake if they could not run. it down. If they
kad .nothing else to allege, they would say, such things
pleased our. ancestors, and s¢ were well for us were.we but
their equals.  They would deem this a sufficient .confuta~
tion of ‘alf that could' be urged, as if it were a misfortune
that any should be wiser than their fathers ; and admitting
all that was good.in former ages, if aught better were
proposed, they would. shield themselves under this plea of
reverence to' past times. I have frequently met with: this
proud, morose, and absurd judgment, especially once in
England. S " '

-. * 'Was you everin England ¥ eried I. -~ * .

¢ ] was,” he answered, ¢ and staid somé months.. It was.

not loug after the suppression of :the rebellion in the west,.

with' that great slaughter of the poor who were engaged

in it. T was then much obliged to that reverend prelate,.

John Morton, archbishop of Canterbury, cardinal and chan-

eellor of England ; a man, dear Peter (for Mr. More knew
D2
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him well) whose ‘wisdom and virtue commanded no less .
respect .than his station. ‘He was of the middle stature,
and.nat yet broken by:age; his looks begat reverence
rather than .fear; his conversation was easy but grave.
He sometimes took delight in trying those who came to
him upon business, by speaking sharply to them, though
with decency ; :and -‘was much ‘pleased when he discovered
. spirit .and presence of mind without rising to impudence,
for this resembled his own temper, and he judged it the.
fittest for .business. He spoke with grace and - weight, was.
eminently skilled 'in law, had a wvast.understanding, an
extraordinary memory.; and: these rich gifts of nature were,
#mproved :by study and experience. ‘When I was in Enga
land, the king depended much on his counsel, and the
government seemed to “be chiefly supported by him ; for
he had been trained in business from his youth, and hav-
ing experienced many vicissitudes of fortune, he had ac-
quired wisdom at no small cost; .and:she is best reta.med
when dearly purchased.

¢ One day when I was dining with him, an English lawyer,
‘who happened to be at table, ran out.in high .commenda-
tion of the severity exercised against thieves, who, he said,
-were then hanged so fast, that there wepe sometimes twenty
on. ox{e gibbet ; adding, he could not enough wonder, since
so few escaped, that there were yet so many who were
stealing. everywhcre.

. Here I, who took the hbenyof speaking freely befom

_ e _— = = el
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‘the cardingl, ‘cbserved, that there was noreason to wonder
at the matter, since this mode of punishment was neither
just " in itself, nor beneficial to the public. The severity
of it is too great, and the remedy ineffectual; simple
theft not-being so great' & orime that it ought to -cost life,
and no punishment, however severe, being able to keep
those from robbing whe can find no other means of liveli- |
hood. ¢ In this,'d added, “not only you English, but a great "
¢ part.of .the world, imitate bad masters, who are readier to
¢ chastise their scholars than to teach them. = Dreadful pu-
¢ nishments are inflicted on thieves ; but it were better to

¢ anake good provisions that all-might know how to gain a

¢ livelihood, and be preserved from the. necessxty of stealmg
‘.and of dymg for it.’

* Care enough ‘hath-been taken-of that,’” said he. * There
be many bandicrafts, and there is husbandry. By these
they may live, unless they have a .greater inclination te
follow bad courses.’ '

¢ That will n6t setve your turn,” I'replied. < Many lose
their limbs in civil or foreign wars, as lately in the Cor-
nish rebellion, and some time ago in your wars with France..
Thus mutilated in the service -of their country, they can
no longer follow their old trades, and are too old to learn
new- oneés. But since wars are only accidental, and have
wnttervals, let us consider the occurrences of every day.

¢ Your numerous nobility are themselves as idle as drones,\
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subsisting by the labour of their tenants, whom they ops
press to extremity to raise their revenues. This indeed is
the only instance of their frugality, for in all else they are
prodigal even to therr own ruin. They have about them
a number of idle fellows, who never learned any art by
which they might gain their living. These, as soon as their
lord dies, or themselves fall sick, are turned out of doors ;
for lords are readier to feed the idle than to relieve the
sick, and the heir is frequently unable to keep together so:
large an establishment as did his predecessor. '

¢ Now when the stomachs of those: who are thus turned
out of doors grow keen, they rob keenly; and what else
can they do? When, wandering about, they have worn:
out their clothes and their health, ghastly and ragged, men
of quality will net, and the poor dare not maintain them.
For one bred in idleness and pleasure, is unfit for the spade
and mattoek, and will not serve for the wages and diet of
the poor. ' - '

- ¢ Such men should be particularly cherished,” he replied,

for they are the main strength of the armies.for which we

have occasion. Their birth inspireth them with a higher.
sense of honour than is- to be found in tradesmen and

husbandmen.” ' '

¢ You might as well say,” replied I, ¢ that you must cherish:-
thieves on account of wars, for you will never want the
oue while you have the other ;'and as robbers sometimes.
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prove. gallant soldiers, so soldiers often prove brave rob.

¢ But this bad custom, so common among you, of keep-
ing many servants, is not peculiar to this country. France
hath_ yet: a more pestiferous crew, for she is full of soldiers,
still kept up in time of peace, if such a state can be call-
ed peace. And these are kept in pay on the same plea
which you urge for those idle retainers about noblemen ; it
being a maxim of those pretended statesmen, that it is nes
cessary for the public safety to hold a good body, espe-
cially veterans, ever in readiness. They think raw men not
to be depended upon, and sometimes seek occasions for war
to train them in the art of throat-cutting, or, as Sallust
saith, to keep their hands-ii - use, that. they may not grow
duil by intermission. -

.- ¢ But France hath leamed to her cost, how dangeroﬁs it

is'to feed such animals. Rome, Carthage, Syria, and many
more, ruined and overthrown by standing armies, should
be a lesson to others. And the folly of this maxim of the \
French appeareth even from this; their trained soldiers often
find your raw men'their masters, on which I will not enlarge,
lest you think I flatter the English.

¢ Every day’s experience sheweth, that mechanics and
husbandmen, if they be not disabled or dispirited by ex-
treme want, are not afraid of contending with those idle
fellows. Thus you need not apprehend, that those well
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shapen; strong men (whom alone the nobility love to-hire)
at present enfeebled by their modes of life, would be less:
fit for exertion were they properly bred and employed.
And it seemeth very unreasonable; that for. the: prospect
of a war, you should maintain so many idle fellows as to.
disturb you during peace, a time mnch more warthy aff
consideration. : :

¢ But I think not that this necessity for stealing ariseth;
hence only ; there is yet another cause of it more peculiar:
to England.

- What is that?’ said the cardinal:.

*'The increase of pasture,’ replied I; ¢ bywhich yoursheep;,
naturally mild and tractable, may: now: be said to devour:
men, and unpeople towns and villages. Wherever the sheep.
of any soil yield'a softer and richer wool, there the:nobility,
gentry, and even those holy men the abbots, not content:
with their old rents, nor thinking it sufficient: that, living in,
indolence; they do-no good to the public, resolve on the:
contrary to arm it. They stop agriculture,. destroy, houses
and towns, reserving only the churches; and-inclese grounds»
for their sheep. As if parks and forests. had swallowed toq;
little of the land, these worthies convert the places best in--
hablted mto solitudes. - :

¢ For when an insatiate wretch, the plague of his- coun-.
try, Tesolves to-inclose many thousand acres, landlords as,
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- well as tenants are turned out of possession by tricks or

main force ; or wearied by ill usage they sell at last. Thus
men and women, married and single, old and young,. with
their poor and numerous families (for farming requireth
many hands) are compelled to change their residence and
know not whither to go. Their effects, little worth at best,
they must sell for almost nothing. This little money is
soon spent, and then what is left them but to steal and be
hanged (God knoweth how justly) or to beg? If they do
this, they are imprisoned as idle vagabonds, when they
would gladly work, but can obtain no hire; for when no
tillage remaineth, there is no need for the labour they have
been bred to. One shepherd can tend a flock, which will
graze acres that would employ many hands, were they in

tillage.

¢ This likewise, in many places, raiseth the price of corn.
And the price of wool is so risen, that the poor, who used
to make cloth, are no longer able to buy it, which also
lcaveth many of them idle. For, since the increase of pas-
ture, the Almighty hath punished the avarice of the land
occupiers, by a rot among the sheep, which hath destroyed
vast numbers of them. To us it might have appeared more
just, had it fallen on the occupiers themselves.

¢ But should the sheep increase ever so much in number,
their price will not fall. They are in so few and such
powerful hands, that they will never be sold till the price
is raised as high as possible. On the same account other

Vou. IL. E
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cattle are so dear. Many villages being destroyed and
farming neglected, none make it their business to breed
them. The rich breed them not as they do sheep, but
buy them lean at low prices, fatten them on their own
greunds, and scll them at high rates. 1 do not believe
that all the inconveniencies of this mode are yet observed.
For they sell the cattle dear, and if they be econsumed
faster than the countries where they are bred can supply
them, the stock must decrease and great scarcity ensue;
and thus your island, which seemed in this particular the
bappiest place in the w orld may suffer much by the cursed
avarice of a few.

¢ Moreover, the increased price of corn maketh all lessen
their families as much as they can, and what can the dis-
missed do but beg or rob? to which latter a great mind
is soomer driven than to the former. Luxury likewise
breaketh in apace upon you, to promote your poverty and
misery. Excessive vanity in apparel prevaileth, and ex-
travagance in diet. And this not only in nobie families,
but even among tradesimen; amang the farmers themselves,
and among all ranks. You have also many infamous
houses ; and, exchusively of those which are known to bc\
such, your taverns and ale-houses are no better. To these
add cards, dice, &c. in which money quickly disappear-
eth, and the initiated must in the end betake themselvcs
to robbery for a supply

4 Bamah hhese evils. Oommand those. who have dlS-

A
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peopled so maﬁy acres, to rebuild the villages they have
destroyed, or to let their lands to those who will do so.
Restrain those engrossings of the rich, nearly as bad as

"monopolies. Leave fewer occasions to idleness, restore

agriculture, and regulate the manufacture of wool ; that
employment may be found for those whom want compell-
eth to be thieves, or who being now idle vagabonds or
useless servants will become thieves at last. If you find
not a remedy for these evils, it is vain to boast of your
severity 1o punishing theft ; which, though it may wear the
appearance of justice, is neither just nor salutary. For if
you educate your people ill, and corrupt their manners
from their infancy, then punish them for crimes to which
they age disposed by education, what is it but to make
thieves, and then punish them for being such?’

¢ While I was speaking, the counsellor was preparing an
answer, and intended to recapitulate my discourse with all
the formality of debate; on which occasion remarks are

generally repeated with more fidelity than they are an-

swered, as if strength of memory were the chief trial.

¢ You have talked prettily for a stranger (said he), who
hath heard of many things. among us which he hath not
been able duly to consider. But I will explain the whole
matter to you, first repeating in due order all you have

said. I will then shew you how much yeur ignorance of

our polity hath misled you, and will, lastly, answer all your
F2
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arguments. That I may begm where I promised : there
were four things—’

¢ Hold your peace (cried the cardinal) this will take up
too much time. We will therefore, for the present, save
you the trouble of answering, and will reserve this for our
next meeting, which shall be to-morrow, if Raphael’s and
your business will allow of it. '

¢ But, Raphael, (said the cardinal to me) I would know -
on what ground you think that theft ought not to be pu-
nished with death. Would you give way to it, or pro-’
pose any other punishment more useful to the public?
Since death doth not restrain theft, what terror or force’
could restrain the wicked if they thought their lives safe?:
Would they not feel the mitigation as an invitation to more
crimes ¥ |

¢ It seemeth very unjust to me (I replied) to take away
life for a little money, for nothing can be of equal value
with life. And if it be said, that the suffering is not for
the money, but for the breach of the law, I answer, ex-
treme justice is an extreme injury. For we ought not to
approve of those terrible laws, which make the smallest
offences capital, nor of that opinion of the stoics which
maketh all crimes equal: as if no difference were to be
made between killing a man and taking his purse, between
which, in reality, there is the greatest disproportion.
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* God hath commanded us not to kill; shall we then kill
for a little money? And if it be said, the command ex-
tendeth not to cases where the laws of the land allow of
killing, on the same ground laws may be made in some
cases to allow of perjury and adultery. God having taken
from us the right of disposing either of our own lives or
those of others, if it be pretended that the mutual con-
sent of ‘mankind in framing laws, can authorize death in
cases where God hath given us no example, that it super-
sedeth the obligation of the divine law, and maketh mur-
der lawful, what is this but to prefer human to divine laws?
Admit this, and men may in all cases lay what restrictions
they please on God’s laws.

¢ If by the Mosaical law, though severe, being made for
a stubborn people, fine, and not death, was the punish-
ment for theft, we cannot imagine that in our new and
merciful law, in which God treateth us with the tenderness
of a father, he hath allowed of greater cruelty than to the
Jews. '

* On these grounds it is, that I think putting thieves to
death, not lawful. And. it is obviously absurd, and pre-
judicial to the commonwealth, that theft and murder should
be punished alike. For, if a robber find that his danger is
the same, if he be convicted of theft as if he had been
guilty of murder, he will be incited to kill the person whom
otherwise he would only have robbed ; since, the punish~
ment being the same, there is less danger of discovery,
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when he who can best make it is killed. Thus, terrifying
thieves too much, provoketh them to cruelty.

¢ But as to the question, what more convenient punishment
can be found, 1 think the discovery of this much easier
than the invention of any worse mode. Why should we
doubt that the method so long in use among the old Ro-
mans (who so well understood the arts of government) was
very proper. They condemned such as they found guilty
of great crimes, to work all their lives in quarries, or dig in
mines with chains about them.

¢ But the method I like best, is what I noticed in my
travels in’ Persia, among the Polylerites, a considerable and
well governed people. They pay a yearly tribute to the
king of Persia, but in all other respects are free and go-
verned by their own laws. They lie far from, the sea and
are environed with hills ; and being content with the pro-
duce of their own country, which is very fruitful, they have
little commerce with other nations. And as, according to
the genius of their country, they have no inclination to ex-
tend their territory, so their mountains and the pension
they pay the Persian secure them from invasion. Thus
they have no wars. They live conveniently rather than
splendidly, and may be called a happy rather than an emi-
nent people ; for I believe their very names are unknown to
any but their nearest neighbours.

¢ Those who are found guilty of theft among them, are
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bound to make restitution to the owner, and not as else-

where to the prince; for they reckon that the prince hath |

no more right to the stolen goods than the thief. But if
that which was stolen be no longer in being, then the
thief’s effects are valued, and restitution being made, the
remainder is given to his wife anc__l children, and himself
condemned to serve in the public works ; but without im-
prisonment or chains, unless some extraordinary circum-
~ stances attend his crime. They go about at liberty, work-
ing for the public. If they be idle, they are whipped ;
but if they work hard, they are well used and treated with-
out any mark of reproach, save that their names are called
over at night and they are shut up. They suffer no other
hardship, but this of constant labour; for as they work for
the public, so are they well provided for out of the public
stock, which is managed differently in different places.

¢ In some places, whatever is bestowed on them is raised
by charitable contribution, and though this method might
seem precarious, so merciful are the inclinations of that
people, that they are plentifully supplied by it. In other
places, public revenues are set aside for them, or there is a
poll-tax for their maintenance. In others, they are em-
ployed in no public work, but every one who hath occa-
sion for labourers, goeth to the market-place and hireth
them of the public, a little cheaper than he would do free-
men ; and if they prove lazy, he may quicken them with
the whip. Thus there is ever some piece of work or other
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to be done by them, and beside their livelihood, they earn
something for the public.

* They all wear a peculiar habit of a certain colour, therr
hair is cropt a little above their ears, and a piece of one of
their ears is cut off. Their friends are allowed to give them
meat; -drink, or clothes of the prescribed colour; but if
they give them money, it is death to the giver and receiver.
Nor is it less punishable for any freeman to take money
from them on any account whatever; and it is death for
any of these slaves (as they are called) to handle arms.
Those ef each division of the country are distinguished by
a peculiar badge. It is a capital crime if they lay this
aside, if they exceed their bounds, or talk to a slave of
another jurisdiction. ~The very attempt at an escape is no
less punishable than an escape itself. It is death for any
other slave to be accessory to it, and if a freeman engage
in it he is condemned to slavery. Those who discover such
a design are rewarded ; if freemen, with money, if slaves,
with liberty, with a pardon for being accessory ; that they
may find their account in repenting of such an engagement,
rather than in persisting in it.

¢ These are their laws and regulations in regard to rob-
- bery ; and it is obvious that they are no less advantageous
than mild. For not only vice is destroyed and men pre-
served, but they are treated in a manner to convince them -
of the necessity of honesty, and of employing their re-
maining days in repairing the injuries they have formerly
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done to society. Nor is there a hazard of their relapsing
into their obd ways. So little do travellers apprebend from
them, .that they use them as guides from one district to an-
other. For, they have neither the means of robbing, nor
would they reap any advantage by it, being unarmed, and
the very possession of money being a conviction of them.
And as they are certainly punished, if discovered; so they
cannot hope to escape ; for their habit differing throughout
from what is commonly worn, their only resource could be
to go naked, and even then their cropped ear would betray
them. : .

¢ The .only danger to be apprehended was, their con-
spiring against the government. But one division could do
nothing to any purpose, and a g¥neral conspiracy of the
slaves of the several districts cannot be accomplished, since
they cannot meet and talk together. Nor is it likely any
would venture on a design where concealment was so dan-
gerous and the discovery so profitable. None are quite
hopeless of recovering their freedom, for by their obedience
and patience, and by giving reason to believe that they
will change their course of life, they may expect it at last.
Some are yearly restored to it, on the good character which
1s given of them.

¢ When I had said all this, I added, I saw not why such
a method might not be followed, even in England, with
more advantage, than could ever be expected from that

scvere justice which the counsellor so much applauded.
Vor. II. F
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¢ It could never take place in England,’ he replied, ¢ with-
out endangering the whole country;’ and as he said this, he
shook his head, made some grimaces, and was silent.

< All the company seemed of his opinion except the car-
dinal, who said, it was not easy to form a judgment of its
success, since it had not been tried. ¢ But if, said he,
¢« when sentence of death is passed on a thief, the prince
would reprieve him a while and make the experiment, de-
nying him a sanctuary, and that it had a good effect upon
him, it might take place ; and if it succeeded not, the sen-
tence could be executed at last. I see not,’ he added,
¢ why it would be unjust, inconvenient, or in the least dan-
gerous, to allow of such a delay. Vagabonds, in my opi-
nion, ought to be treated in the same manner; against
whom, though we have made many laws, yet have we not

been able to gain our end.’

¢ When the cardinal had said this, they all commended
the notion, though they had despised it when it came from
me. And they particularly applauded what related to the
vagabonds, because it was his own observation. I know
not whether it be worth while repeating what followed, for
it was very ridiculous. But, as it is not foreign to this
matter, and that some good use may be made of it, I will
venture to do it.

¢ A jester stood by, who counterfeited the fool so natural-
ly, that he appeared to be one in reality. His jests were
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so cold and dull, that we laughed more at him than at them.
Yet sometimes he said things, by chance as it were, which
were pleasant enough ; confirming the old proverb, he who-
often throweth the dice will sometimes make a lucky hit.
: s

' When one of the company had said, I had taken care of
the thieves and the cardinal of the vagabonds, so that no-
thing remained but that some public provision be made for
the poor, whom sickness or age disabled from labour;
¢ Leave that to me,” said the fool, ¢ I shall take care of
them, for there are none whose sight I abhor more, having
been so often vexed with them and their complaints. But
dolefully as they have told their tale, they could never
draw one penny from me; for either I had no mind to give
them any thing, or when I had a mind, I had nothing to
give'them. They now know me so well, that they lose not
their. labour, but let me pass without troubling me, for they
expect nothing, any more in faith than if I was a ‘priest.
But I would have a law made for sending all these beggars
to monasteries; the men to the Benedictines to be made
lay-brothers, the women to be nuns.’

~ ¢ The cardinal smiled and approved of this in jest,- while
the rest liked it in earnest.

¢ A divine was present, who, though a grave man, was so
pleased with the reflection on the priests and monks, that
he began to joke with the fool, and said to him, this @ill not

clear you of all beggars, unless you take care of us friars.
F 2
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¢ That is done already,” answered the fool, ¢ for the car-
dinal hath provided for you by his proposal for vagabonds
—I know no vagabonds like you.’

¢ This amused the whole company, who, looking at the
cardinal, perceived he was not displeased at it. But the
friar, as you may imagine, was vexed, and grew into such
passion that he could not help calling the fool, knave, slan-
derer, backbiter, and son of perdition, and then citing some
dreadful denunciations against him from Scripture.

¢ The jester thought he was now in his element, and laid
about him freely. ¢ Good friar,” he said, ¢ be not angry,
for it is written, in patience possess your soul.’

¢ The friar answered, (I give you his own words), ¢ T am
not angry, you hang-dog, at least I sin not in it, for the
Psalmist saith, e ye angry and sin not.’ o

¢ On this ﬂae cardinal admonished him gently, and wished

. him to govern his passion. :.

"¢ No, my lord,” said he, ¢ I speak not but from a good
zeal, which I ought to have. For the holy have had a good
zeal, as it is said, the zeal of thy house hath eaten me up.
And we sing in our church, that those who mocked Elisha
as he went up to the house of God, felt the effect of his
zea), which that: mocker, that rogue, that scoundrel will
perhaps feel.”
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* You do this perhaps with a good intention,” said the

_ cardinal, ¢ but in my opinion it were wiser, and perhaps

better for you, not to engage in so ridiculous a contest with
a fool. '

¢ No, my lord,” answered he, ¢ that were not wisely
done, for Solomon, ¢ the wisest of men, said, answer a fool

‘according to his folly; which I now do, and shew him the

ditch into which he wilb fall if he be not aware of it. For
if the many mockers of Elisha, only one bald man, felt the
eftect of his zcal, what will become of one mocker of so
many friars, among whom are so many bald men? We
have moreover a papal bull, by which all who jeer us are
excommunicated.’

¢ When the cardinal saw that there was no end of this
matter, he made a sign to the fool to withdraw, changed
the discourse, and soon afterward arose from table; and,
taking leave of us, went to hear causes.

< Thus, Mr. Mere, I have run out into a tedious story,
of the length of which I should have been ashamed, had

not you earnestly begged it of me, and listcned to it as if .

you had no mind to lese a word. I might have contracted
it, bt § resolved to give it you in detail, that you might
observe how those whe despised what I had proposed, no
soener perceived that the cardinal did not disapprove of it,
than they presently approved it, fawned on and flattered
him, till they in good earnest applauded what he liked on-
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ly in jest. And hence you may gather, how little courtters
would value either me or my counsels.’

¢ You have done me,’ I answered, ¢ a great kindness in
this relation. For every thing hath been related by you
wisely and pleasantly, and you have made me imagine I
was in my own country and grown young again, by recall-
ing to my thoughts that good cardinal, in whose family I
was bred from my childhood. And though on other ac-
counts you are dear to me, yet are you dearer by honour-
ing his memory so much.

_ ¢ But, after all you have said, I am still of opinion that
if you could overcome your aversion to the courts of princes,
you might materially benefit mankind, by the advice you
could give; and the benefit of mankind is the chief end
which every good man should propose to himself in living.
Your friend Plato thought nations would be happy when
philosophers became kings, or kings philosophers ; no won-
der then we are so far from happiness, when philosophers
will not think it their duty to assist kings with their coun-
sels.’

¢ Their minds are not so base,” ke replied, ¢ but they
would willingly do. it (nay, many of them have done it by
their writings), would those in power but listen to their ad-
vice. But Plato judged rightly, that except kings them-
selves became philosophers, being corrupted with false no-
tions from their childhood, they would never consent en-
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tirely with the counsels of philosophers; and the truth of
this himself experienced in Dionysius.

¢ Do not you think, if I was about any king, proposing
good laws to him and endeavouring to root out all the
cursed seeds of evil I could find in him, I should be turn-
ed out of his court, or at least laughed at for my pains?

¢ For instance. What could it signify if I was about the
king of France and called into his cabinet council, where
several wise men were proposing sundry plans—as, by what
arts Milan may be kept, and Naples, which hath so often
slipped from his hands, recovered—how the Venetians, and
after them the rest of Italy, may be subdued—then how
Flanders, Brabant, and all Burgundy, with other kingdoms
which he hath already swallowed in his designs, may be add-
ed to his empire.

¢ One proposeth a league with the Venetians, to be pre-
served as long as he findeth his account in it; and that he
should communicate with them and give them a share of
the spoil, till his successes render him less dependent on,
or fearful of them, and then it may be easily broken.

¢ Another proposeth hiring the Germans, and securing
the Swiss by pensions; another, gaining the emperor by
money, his deity. A fourth proposeth a peace with the
king of Arragon, and, to cement it, the yielding the king
of Navarre’s pretensions; a fifth thinketh the prince of
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Castile may be wrought upon by the hope of an alliance,
and that some of his courtiers are to be gained by pen-
51018,

¢ The most difficult point is, what is to be done with
England? A treaty of peace must be set on foot, and if
her alliance be not to be depended on, yet it is to be made
as firm as possible, and she is to be called a friend, but
suspected as an encmy. 'The Scots must be kept in readi-
ness, to be let loose upon her on every occasion ; and some
banished nobleman, who hath a pretension to the crown,
must be supported underhandly (from thc league it can-
not be done avowedly), that the mistrusted prince may be
held in awe. |

¢ Now when matters are in this fermentation, and so
many noblemen are joining in council how to carry on the
war, if so mean a fellow as I should stand up and wish
them to change all their counsels, to leave Italy alone and
remain at home, France being a greater kingdom than
could be properly governed by one man, and therefore not
to be increased—1If then I should propose to them the ex-
ample of the Achetians, a people lying south-east of Uto-
pia, who, long ago, engaged in war, to add another king-
dom to the dominions of their prince, to which he had some
pretension from an old alliance— '

¢ 'They, conquered it, but found the trouble of keeping
it as great as that by which it was gained ; that the con--



UTOPIA. 41

guered were ever in rebellion or invaded by foreigners,
while themselves were constantly at war either for or against
them, and could never disband their army; that in the
~ meantime they were oppressed with taxes, their money
went out of the kingdom, they spilt their blood for the
glory of their king, without the least advantage to the
_people, even in time of peace; and that, their manners be-
ing corrupted by a long war, robbery and murder every-
where abounded, and their laws fell into contempt, while
their king, distracted by two kingdoms, was less able to
apply his attention to the interest of either.

¢ When they saw this, and that there would be no end
of these evils, they humbly besought the king to choose
whichever of the kingdoms he preferred, since he could not
hold both—they would not, they said, be governed by half
a king, when no man would willingly share, even a groom
with another master. Upon thris the good prince made
over his new conquest to one of his friends (who was soon
afterward dethroned) and contented himself with his old

kingdom.

¢ To this I would add, that, after all these attempts, the
confusion, consumption of treasure and people, which must
ensue, perhaps, on some misfortune, they might be com-
pelled to give up all at last. It therefore seemed much
more eligible, that the king should improve his old king-
dom as much as he could and make it flourish, that he
should love his people, and be beloved by them; that he

Vour. IL. - G
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should live among them, govérn thém' mildly, and leave
other kingdoms alone, since what had fallen to his share
was large enough, if not too large, for him.

—— How think you, would such a speech as tlns be
relished ¥ .

* Not very well, I believe and confess,” replied I.

. ¢ But,’ said he, ¢ what if I fell in with another class of

\ " ministers, whose chief object is to increase the prince's trea~

sure. Where one proposeth raising the value of specie

when the king is in debt, and lowering it when his revenues

come in, that he may pay much with little; and in a little

receive a great deal. Another proposeth a pretence of war,.

that morey may be raised to carry it on, and a peace con-

clided as soon as this is done; and this under such reli-

gious pretences, a3 might work en the people, and make

them impute it to the piety of their prince and his tender-

ness for their lives. A third offereth some musty laws, an-

\ tiquated by long disuse, and forgotten and brokea by all ;
and proposeth levying the penalties of them, which would
- bring in much, and theve is a good pretenee for it, since it

would look like executing a law and deing justice.

& * A fourth proposeth to prohibit many things under se-
. | vere penalties, especially such as are againat the interest of
¥ the people ; and then dispensing with these prohibitions on
great compositions, to those who might find theix advantage
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in breaking them. This would answer two ends, both of
~ them acceptable to many. Those whose avarice led them
to transgress would be severely fined ; and the selling licen-
ces dear, would look as if the prince were tender of his
people, and would not easily, or at a low rate, Jispense
with any thing which might be against the public good.

¢ Another proposeth that the judges be secured, to de-
clare ever in favour of the prerogative ; and that they be
often sent for to court, to let the king hear them argue
those points in which he is concerned. Since, however,
unjust any of his pretensions may be, yet some one or
other of them, in the spirit of contradiction, the pride of
" singularity, or to make his court, would find some pretence
for giving the king a fair colour for carrying his point. For
let the judges but differ in opinion, and the clearest thing
ih the world becometh disputable; and the truth once
brought in question, the king may expound the law to his
own purpose, and the judges who stand out will be brought
over by fear or modesty. Thus -gained, they may all be
sent to the bench to give sentence boldly, as the king would
have it, for fair pretences will never be wanting when sen-
tence is to be given in the prince’s favour. It will either be
said that equity lieth on his side, or some words in the law
vill be found bearing that sound, or some forced sense will
be put upen them. And when all else faileth, the king’s
undoubted prerogative will be pretended, as what is above
all law, and to which an upright judge ought to have espe
cial regard. ' '

G2
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¢ Thus all consent to the maxims of Crassus, that a king

cannot have sufficient treasure, since he must maintain his

armies from it; that, if ever so much inclined that way,
he can do no injustice ; that all property is vested in him,
not even excepting the pérsons of his subjects; and that
no man hath any other property than what the king in his
goodness chooseth should remain in his. possession. They
think it the interest of the prince, that as little should re-
main so, as may be, as if it was for his advantage, that his
people should have neither riches nor liberty ; these mak-
ing them less easy under cruelty and injustice, while pover~
ty breaketh that spirit which might otherwise rebel.

¢ If, when all these propositions had been made, I should
assert, that such counsels are mischievous and unbecoming
a king, and that not only his honour, but his safety, con-
sisteth more in his people’s wealth than in his own. If I
should shew, that they choese a king for their own sake
and not for his, that by his exertion and care they may be
easy as well as safe; and that therefore a prince ought to.
be mere solicitous of his people’s happiness than of his
own, as a shepherd is to take more care of his flock than
of himself—

¢« They also are certainly much mistaken who imagine
that poverty is a safeguard to a country. Who quarrel
more than beggars? Who more earnestly long for a change,
than those whose present circumstances are uneasy to them?
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And who create confusion so desperately, as those, whe
having nothing to lose, hope to gain by it?

¢ Should a king fall into such contempt or envy, that he
could not preserve the allegiance of his subjects without
oppression and impoverishment, he had better abdicate his
throne, than preserve the name, without the dignity of au-
thority ; and it is less dignity to reign over beggars, than
over rich and happy subjects. The noble Fabricius said,
he had rather govern rich men than be rich himself; since
for one man to abound in wealth and pleasure, while all
around him were groaning, became a jailer but not a king.

¢ He is an unskilful physician who cannot cure one dis-
order, without bringing another upon his patient ; and the
prince who can find no other means of eradicating the evils
of a state than that of banishing from it the conveniencies
of life, proves that he knoweth not how to govern a free

people. -

¢ Let him rather shake off his sloth, or banish his pride ;
for his people’s contempt or. hatred ariseth from his ewn
vices. Let himn live on his revenue without injuring any,
and accommodate his expenditure to it. Let him punish,
and endeavour to prevent, crimes, rather than be severe
when he hath suffered them to become too common, Let
him not rashly revive laws which are abrogated by disuse,
especially when they have been long forgotten and not
wanted. . And let him never exact penalties for the breach
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of them, except in cases where a judge would allow a pri-
vate man to exact them, without imputing to him craft or
injustice.

¢ Here I would add that law of the Macarians, who lie
near Utopia, by which their king, on commencing his reign,
is bound by an oath, which is confirmed by solemn sacri-
fices, never to have above a thousand pounds of gold in his
treasury at a time, or an equivalent value in silver. 'This
law, they tell you, was made by an excellent king, who
had more regard to his country’s than his own wealth ; and
therefore provided against the accumulation of treasure to
the impoverishment of his people. He thought that sum
sufficient for accidents, should the king require it against
rebels, or the country against invasion ; yet insufficient to
encourage the prince to invade the rights of others, his
chief object in enacting the law. He also thought it a good
security for that free circulation of money, which is the

life of commerce. And, when a king is obliged to disburse

the accumulations of the treasury beyond a certain sum, it
inclineth him less to oppress his subjects. Such a king will
be a terror to the wicked and beloved by the good.

—¢ If, as I said before, I should talk in this strain to
men of the other persuasiom, would they not be deaf to
alt I could say ¢

¢ No doubt very deaf,’ answered I, ¢ and no wonder, for
it is very wrong to make propositions or give advice which
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we are sure will not be received. Such unusual discourse

‘would avail nothing with men prepossessed by different

sentiments ; and though this philosophical kind of specula- .
tion be not unpleasant among friends in free conversation,
there is no room for it in the courts of princes, where af-
fairs are conducted by authority.’ |

¢ This is exactly what I affirmed,’ replied he, ¢ there is .
no room for philosophy in the courts of princes.’ “

¢ Yes there is,’ said I, ¢ but not for this speculative phi-
Josophy, which supposeth all things suitable to all occasions
There is another philosophy more accommodating, who -
knoweth her place and accommodateth herself to it, teach-
ing man, with propriety and decency to act the part which
hath fallen to his lot. If, at a representation of one of
Plautus’ comedies, you came in the garb of a philosopher,
and repeated from Octavia a discourse of Seneca to Nero,
had you not better been silent than make an impertinent
tragi<comedy by mixing incongruities, which spoil the play,
though what you introduce be perhaps better? Thus, in a
commonwealth, and at the councils of princes, if. evils can-
not be rooted out or cured according to your wish, yet you
must not abandon the state, as you would mot leave the
helm in a storm because you cannot command the winds.
You are not obliged to attack people with discourses which
are out of their way, when you find that their received opi-
nions must prevent your making an fmpression on them.
You ought rather to east about and manage matters with
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all the dexterity in your power, that if you cannot make °

things go well, you may make them go as little otherwise
as possible. Unless all are good, every thing cannot be
right ; and that is a blessing I have no hopes of seeing at
present.’

¢ By following your counsel,” replied he, ¢ I should run
a violent risk of going mad myself, while endeavouring to
cure madness in others. If I will speak the truth, I must
repeat what I have already said to you; and whether phi-
losophers can lie, I will not determine; certain I am, I can-
not. But though such discourse may be disagreeable to
them, I see not why it should seem foolish or extravagant.
Indeed, if I should propose such inventions as Plato’s in
his Commonwealth, or those of the Utopians, though they
might seem better, as certainly they be, yet differ they so
much from our establishment, founded on property (which
is unknown among them) that I could not expect any ef-
fect from it. But discourses like mine, which only recal
past evils to mind, and warn of what may happen, con-
tain no such absurdity, but they may be used at any time;
for they can be unpleasant only to those who are resolved
to run headlong the contrary way. And if we must pass
over as absurd or extravagant every thing which, owing to
the wickedness of many, may seem harsh, we must not
urge most of those truths which Christ hath taught us, even
among Christians ; though he hath commanded, we should
proclaim on the house-tops what he taught in secret. Most
of his precepts oppose themselves to the lives of this age,

-
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more than doth my discourse ; but your preachers seem to
have learned the craft which you recommend. Observing
that the world would not suit their lives to Christ’s rules,
they have adapted his doctrine (like a leaden ruler) to their
lives, that they might agree some way or other. But this
compliance hath had no other effect than that men become
more secure in their wickedness by it. And this is all the
success I can expect in a court; I must ever differ from
the rest, so shall be of no signification ; had I agreed.with
them, I should only have. promoted their madness.

“ I comprehend not what you mean by casting about,
or managing matters so dexterously, that if they go not
well, they may go ‘as little otherwise as may be; for in
courts a man camot hold his peace, or connive at the ac-
tions of others. He must openly approve the worst coun-
sels, and consent to the blackest designs, so that, in your
way, he would pass for a spy, or perhaps a traitor, who
only coldly acquiesced in such practices. Engaged in such
connections, he will be so far from mending matters by
casting about, as you call it, that he will find no opportu-
nities of doing good. His evil communicants will sooner
corrupt him than be benefited by him, or, should he remain
innocent, their folly and knavery will be imputed to him ;
and by joining in their counsels, he must bear his share of
all the blame which belongeth wholly to others.

¢ It is. no bad simile by which Plato shewed, how unrea-
sonable it is for a philosopher to meddle with government.

Vor. 1L H
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If a man,” he says, ¢ saw a company run daily into the
rain with delight, and knew that it would be to no purpose
to endeavour to persuade them to return home and avoid
the storm, and that all he could expect would be to be as
wet as they, it would be best for him to remain at home,
and, since he could not correct the folly of others, take
care of himself. But, to speak my real sentiment, I must
own, as long as there is any property, and money is the
standard of all things else, I cannot think that a country
can be governed justly or happily. Not justly, for the best
things will fall to the lot of the worst men; not happily,
for all things will be divided among a few, who are not
completely happy, while the rest are left in absolute
misery. )

¢ When, therefore, I reflect on the wise and good con-
stitution of the Utopians, among whom all things are so
well regulated by so few laws; where virtue hath its re-
ward, yet is there such an equality that every man liveth
in plenty ; when I compare with them se many other na-
tions, which are ever making new laws, yet cannot bring
their constitution to 4 due standard, though every one hath
his property ; where all the laws they can invent cannot
obtain or preserve it, or even enable men to distinguish

their own from another’s, as the many law-suits, eternally '

depending, prove ; when, I say, I weigh all these things,
I incline more and more to Plato’s opirion, and wonder
not, that he resolved not to make any laws for such as
would not submit to a community of all things.
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< So wise a man could not but foresee, that placing all
upon a level was the only way to make a nation happy ;
and this cannot be, so long as there is property. For,
when every one draweth to himself all he can, by one claim
or other, it must follow, that how rich soever a country
may be, yet, a few dividing her wealth among themselves,
the rest must become indigent. Thus there will be two
descriptions of people among them who deserve an inter-
change of circumstances ; one useless, but wicked and ra-
pacious ; the other sincere and modest, serving the public
more than themselves by their industry. Whence I am
persuaded, that until property be destroyed, there can be
no just distribution of things, nor can the world be hap-
pily governed ; for while it is maintained, the greater and
better part of mankind will be oppressed with care and
~ anxiety. |

¢ I confess, that without destroying it entirely, the op-
‘pressions of many may be lightened, but they can never
be quite removed. For if laws were enacted to determine
at what extent of territory, and what amount of money
every man must stop, to limit the prince that he grew not
too great, and the people that they became not too in-
solent, and to prevent any from factiously aspiring to pub-
lic employments which ought neither to be sold nor made
burdensome (for then those who serve them would reim-
burse themselves by knavery and violence, and it would
be necessary to find rich men for those places which »ought
rather to be holden by the wise) ; these laws, I say, might

' H 2
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have a similar effect with good diet and care upon a sick
man, they might mitigate the disorder, but the body po-
litic could never again be brought to a good habit while
property remained ; and it will happen, as in a complica-

tion of disorders, that, applying a remedy to one part, you
~ will do harm elsewhere.’ , -

¢ On the contrary,” answered I, ¢ it appeareth to me
that men cannot. live conveniently where all things are in
common. How can there be any plenty where every man
excuseth himself from labour? For the hope of gain excit-
eth him not, and his confidence in the industry of others
may make him slothful. If men be pinched by want, yet,
cannot dispose of any thing as their own, what can follow
but sedition and bloodshed, especially when the authority
of magistrates is wanting, for I see not how that can exist
among these equals’

¢ I do not wonder,” he replied, ¢ that it appeareth so to
you, since you have no notion, or at least no just one, of
such a constitution. But had you been in Utopia with me
and seen her laws and regulations as I did for five years,
(during which I was so delighted with the place, that I
should never have left it, but to make the discovery of that
new world to Europeans), you would confess that you had
never seen a people so well constituted.’

* You will not easily persuade me,” said Peter, ¢ that
any country in that new world is better governed than those
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among us. For our understandings are not inferior to
theirs, and our government being more ancient (if I mis-
take not), long practice hath holpen us to many conve-
niencies of life, and happy casualties have discovered other
things which no human understanding could ever have in-
vented.’

¢~ As for the antiquity of either their government or ours,”
said he, ¢ you cannot form a true judgment of it unless
you had read their histories ; for if these be entitled to cre-
dit, they had towns among them before these parts had in-
habitants. And as for those discoveries which chance or
ingenuity hath made, they might have happened there as
well as here. Ideny not that we are more ingenious, but
they greatly excel us in industry and application. They
knew little of us before our arrival among them, and they
call us, in general, the nations lying beyond the equinoc-
tial.

* Their chronicle recordeth a shipwreck which happened
on their coast twelve hundred years ago, and some Romans
and Egyptians reaching the shore, spent their lives among
them. Their ingenuity was such, that they acquired from
these men, as far as they knew them, all the useful arts
then common among the Romans; and from their hints
they found out more of those arts, less ably explained to
them. But hath such an accident at any time brought any
of them into Europe, we, so far from improving, do not
even retain the memory of it; as hereafter it will probably

‘ i~
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be forgotten that I was ever there. And this is the true
cause why they are better governed and live happier than
we do, though we fall not short of them in understandmg
or external advantages.’

On this, I said to him, ¢ I beg you will describe that
island very particularly to us; that is, her soil, rivers, towns,
people, manners, constitution, laws, and, in a word, all
that you think will interest us; and you will easily con-
ceive we have much curiosity about a people so new to

’

us.

¢ I willingly comply,” he answered, ¢ for I have digest--

ed the matter with care, but the relation w111 take up some
time.’

- 4 Let us go and dine then,” said I, ¢ after which we shall
have leisure enough.’

" He consented, we went to dinner, and afterward return- .

ed to the samé place. I ordered my servants to take care
that we were not interrupted, and Peter and I degired
Raphael to perform his promise.

‘Observing our attention, after a little reébllection, he be-
gan thus——

END OF BOOK 1.



UTOPIA.
BOOK I1.

¢ Tur island of Utopia is 200 miles broad in the middle,
and over a great part of it, but grows narrower at either
end. The figure of it is not unlike a crescent. Eleven
miles breadth of sea washeth its horns and formeth a con-
siderable bay, encompassed by a shore about 500 miles in
extent, and well sheltered from storms. In the baj is no
great current. The whole coast is as it were a .continued
harbour, affording the whole island every advantage of mu-
tual intercourse. Yet the entrance into the bay, owing to
rocks and shoals, is very dangerous..

In the middle is a rock which appeareth above water,
on whose top is a tower inhabited by a garrison. The other

L .
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rocks lie under water, and are very dangerous. The chan-
nel is known only by the natives, and a stranger entering
the bay without one of their pilots would be in imminent
danger of shipwreck. Themselves could not pass it in safe-
ty, without certain marks on the coast to direct their way.
And if these were a little altered, any fleet coming against
them, however large, would certainly be lost. On the other
side of the island are likewise many harbours; and the
coast is so fortified by nature as well as art, that a small
force could hinder the descent of a large army.

Report saith (and marks of its credibility remain) that
this island was originally a part of the continent. Utopus,
the conqueror of it, and whose name it now bears (having
previously been called Abraxa), brought the government
and civility of the rude .inhabitants to their present highly
improved state. Having easily subdued them, he formed
the design of separating them from the continent and en-
compassing them with the sea. To this end, he ordered a
deep channel to be dug 15 miles long; and that the na-
tives might not think he treated them like slaves, he not
only obliged them, but also his own soldiers to labour at
the work. From the number of hands employed, it was
finished with dispatch exceeding every man’s expectation ;
and his neighbours, who at first laughed at the folly of the
undertaking, when they saw it accomplished, were struck
with admiration and terror.

There are 54 cities in the island, all of them large and
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well built. Their laws, manners, and customs, are the
same, and they resemble each other as nearly as the ground
they stand on will alow. The nearest to each other are at
least 24 miles asunder; and the most remote, not above a
day’s journey on foot. Every city sendeth three of her
wisest senators once a-year to Amaurot (the capital of the
island, and situate in the center), to consult on their com-

mon interests. The jurisdiction of every city extendeth at

least 20 miles, and farther where they lie wider asunder.
No one desireth to enlarge her boundary, for the people
consider themselves in the light of good husbands, rather
than owners, of their lands.

They have built farm-houses over the whole country,
which are well contrived and furnished with every neces-
sary. Inhabitants for them are sent in rotation from the-
cities. No family in the country hath fewer than forty men
and women in it, beside two slaves. A master and mis-
tress preside over every family, and over thirty families a
magistrate. - Every year twenty of the family return to
town after having been two years in the country, and in
their place other twenty are sent to learn country business
of those who have been there only one year, and must, in
their turn, teach the next comers. Thus, those who live on
the farms are never ignorant of agriculture, and commit no
fatal errors, such as causing a scarcity of corn.

But, notwithstanding these yearly changes, to prevent any

from being compelled against inclination to follow that
Vou. I I
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hard course of life too long, many of them take such plea-
sure in it, that they ask leave to continue therein many
years. These husbandmen till the ground, breed cattle,
hew wood, and send it to the towns by land or water, as is
" most convenient. They breed an infinity of chickens in a
very curious manner. They are not hatched by hens, but
a vast number of eggs are hatched together by means of
an equable artificial warmth ; and no sooner do the young
quit the shell, than they consider their feeder as their dam
and follow man as other chickens do the hen.

They breed few heorses, but those they have are high-met-
tled, and employed in exercising their youth in horseman-
ship. In the cart and plough they use oxen. For, though
their horses be stronger, they find their oxen more patient
of labour, subject to fewer disorders, and maintained at
less charge and trouble ; and when no longer fit for labour,
they are good meat at last.

They sow no more corn than they want for their bread,
for they drink wine, cider, or perry, and often water, some-
times boiled with honey or liquerice, in whieh they abound.
And though they know exactly how much comn every city
and the tract belonging to it require, they sow much more,
and breed more cattle than are necessary for their con-
sumption, giving the overplus to their neighbours. When
they want any thing in the country which it doth not pro-
duce, they fetch it from the city without carrying any thing
in exchange, and the city magistrates take care to see them

S
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supplied. At harvest time, the country magistrates in-
form those in the city how many reapers they want, which
number being supplied, they commonly dispatch the work
in a day. He who knows one of their towns, -knows them
all, they are so much alike unless their situations differ. I
will therefore describe one of them; and none is so proper
as Amaurot : for all the rest yield to it in precedence (it
being the seat of supreme council), and I have lived in it
five years.

It lieth on the side of a hill, or rather a rising ground.
Its figure is nearly a square. For one side, which beginneth
a little below the top of the hill, runneth two miles, until
it come to the river Anider; but the side which runneth
along the bank of that river is a little broader. The Anider
riseth about 80 miles above the city, in a small spring, but
is afterward joined by other streams, of which two are more
considerable than the rest. At Amaurot it is half a mile
broad, but still increases, till, after a course of 60 miles be-
low it, it loses itself in the ocean. Between the town and
the sea, and for some miles above the town, it ebbs and
flows every six hours with a strong current. The tide com-
eth up so full for about 30 miles, that the water is salt, and
some miles above that it is brackish ; but a little higher, as
it runneth past the town, it is quite fresh, and at the ebb
it continueth fresh to the sea.

A stone bridge is thrown over the river, consisting of many
“stately arches. It is situate at the part of the town which
I2
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ia farthest from the sea, that ships may lie along side of the
town. There is also another pleasant small river, rising in
the same hill on which the town standeth, which runs down
through it and falls into Anider. The inhabitants have for-
tified the fountain-head of this river (which springeth a little.
without the town), that if they be besieged, the enemy may
not be able to stop, divert, or poison the water. It is car-
ried thence in earthen pipes to the lower streets. And for:
those parts of the town to which this water cannot be con-
veyed, they have large cisterns for receiving rain water,
which supplieth its place.

The city is compassed with a high thick wall, in which
are many forts and towers. A broad and deep dry ditch,
set thickly with thorns, guardeth three sides of it, and the
river the fourth. The streets are conveniently contrived
for carridges, and are well sheltered from the winds. Thejr
buildings are good, and so uniform, that the side of a street
looketh like one large house. The streets are twenty feet
broad. Behind every house is a garden, large, but inclosed
by buildings, which face the back part of the street; and
-every house hath a door to the street and a back door to.
the garden. They use folding doors, which open with the
utmost ease, and shut themselves ; and there being no p
perty among them, any person may enter wherever he

pleasss—they change their very houses by lot every ten
years.

They cultivate their gardens with much care, and have
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vines, fruits, herbs, and flowers. All is so well ordered
and so finely kept, that I never saw gardens so uniting
beauty with fertility. This cometh, not only from the plea-
sure their gardens afford them, but also from an emulation
among the inhabitants of different streets, who vie with |
each other. Nothing belonging to the town is more useful
and pleasant, and the founder of the city seems to have:
had a particular eye to these gardens.

Report saith, the first design of the town was by Utopus.
But he left ornament and improvement to his successors,
that being more than one man could accomplish. The re-
cords of the town and state are preserved with great care,
and extend 1769 years backward. By these it appears,
that their houses were at first low and mean, like cottages,
with mud walls, any kind of timber, and thatched with
straw. At present their houses are three storys high, faced
with stone, plaster, or brick, and in the intervals is thrown
the rubbish. Their roofs are flat, and they lay on them a
kind of cheap plaster, which will not take fire, yet r&sists\
weather better than lead. Abounding in glass, they glaze
their windows ; and use also a thin linen cloth, so oiled or
gummed, that it excludes wind while it freely admits.

light. -

Thirty families choose yearly a magistrate, who was for-
~merly called the syphogrant, but now the philarch. Over
every ten syphogrants, with these their families each, is an-
other magistrate, formerly called tranibor, now protophi-
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larch. The syphogrants, 200 in number, choose the prince
from a list of four, named by the people of the four divi-
an oath beforehand, that they will
think fittest for the office. They
is not known for whom each gij
eth his suffrage ; and the prince is for life, unless he be red
moved on-suspicion of a design to enslave his people.
vt e
The tranibors are newly chosen every year, yet general-
ly continued ; while all their other magistrates are annual.
They meet every third day (oftener if necessary), and con-
sult with the prince concerning the general interests of the
state, or private dissensions among the people, though the
latter seldom happen. Two syphogrants are alway called
into the council-chamber, and are changed daily. Itisa
fundamental rule of the constitution, that nothing relative
to the public can be concluded, until the matter hath been
debated three days in the council. And it is death for any
f to meet and hold consultation concerning the state, ex-
‘cept at their council, or in the general assembly of the
“people.

This hath been so provided, that the prince and the
tranibors may not conspire to change the government and
enslave the people. Therefore, when any thing of great
importance is on foot,’ the syphogrants are made acquaint-
ed with it, who, ‘when-they have communicated it to the
families belonging to their divisions, and have considered
it themselves, make report to the senate ; and on great oc-

—_— e — t' .- 2 - “J
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casions, the matter is referred to the éoupcil of the whole
island.

One rule observed in their council is, never to debate a
subject on the day on which it is proposed. It is ever re-
ferred to the next meeting, for fear of rashness and the
heat of argument; which might lead them, instead of con-
sulting the public good, to support their first opinions, and
hazard their country rather than endanger their own reput-
ation. To prevent this, they are made deliberate rather

than expeditious.

Agriculture is so universally understood among them,

that neither man nor woman is ignorant of it. They are

instructed in it from their childhood, partly at school and
partly by practice, being frequently led into the fields near
the town, where they not only see others at work, but be-
come exercised in it themselves. Beside agriculture, so
common to them, every man hath some peculiar trade, as
the manufacture of wool or flax, masonry, smith’s or car-
penter’s work. No other trade is in great esteem among
them. Throughout the island they wear one sort of clothes,
without any other distinction than what is necessary for dif-
ferent sexes, and the married and unmarried. The fashion
never changes, is easy and agreeable, suited to the climate,
and for summer as well as winter.

Every family maketh clothes for itself; and women as
well as men all learn some one of the trades before men-
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tioned. The women generally engage in the wool and flax,
leaving the ruder trades to the men. One trade is general-
ly followed by father and son, their inclinations often agree-
ing. Butif any man’s genius pointeth another way, he is

adopted into a family professing the trade he prefers, and

care is taken by his father and by the magistrate that his
master be a proper person. If, when one hath learned a
certain trade, he desire to acquire another, that is also al-
lowed, and is managed as before. And when he hath learn-

~ ed both, he follows thaj: which he prefers, unless the public

hath more occasion for one than the other.

The chief and almost only business of the syphogrants,
18 to take care that no man liveth idly, but that every one
followeth his trade diligently. Yet they exhaust not them-
selves with perpetual toil from morning to night, as if they

were beasts of-burden; which is indeed a heavy slavery, .

yet the common course of life among all mechanics save
the Utopians. But, dividing the day and night into twenty-
four hours, they appoint six for work, three before and
three after dinner. They then sup, and at eight o'clock,
reckoning from noon, they go to bed and sleep eight hours.
The rest of his time is left to every man’s discretion. Yet
they are not to dissipate the interval in luxury and idle}

ness, but must employ it in some proper exercise, accord+ .
ing to their various inclinations, which is generally readl * -

ing.

They have public lectures every morning before day-
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break. None are obliged to attend, except those who are
appointed to literary professions ; yet many women as well
as men go to hear lectures. of one sort or other, according
to their inclinations. If others, not formed for contempla-
tion, prefer employing themselves at that time in their
trades, as many of them do, they are not hindered, but are
commended as subjects desirous of serving their country.

After supper, they spend an hour in some diversion, in
summer in the gaiden, and in winter‘in their halls, enter-
taining each other with music or discourse. They have no
idea of dice, or of any foolish and mischievous game. They
have, however, two games not unlike our chess. The one,
a battle of numbers, in which number eonsumes number.
The other, a contest between the virtues and vices, in which
the discord among the vices themselves and their union
against virtwe is not unpleasantly vepresented ; together
with the particuldr oppesition between certain virtyes and
vices, and the methods in which vice openly assaults, or se-
eretly undermines virtue, and virtue resists.

The time appointed for labour must be narrowly examin-
ed, or, as you may cenceive, since only six houss are ap-
propriated thereto, a scarcity of the necessaries of life might
ensue. But this time is so far from being insufficient fos
supplying them with mecessaries and comveniencies, that
part of it is superfluous, as you may apprehend by con-
sidering how large a proportion of all other nations is total- .
ly idle. :

Vor. II. K
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In the first place, women generally do little, and they

+ are half of mankind ; and if a few women be diligent, their

husbands are idle. Then consider the great number of idle
priests, and what are called religious persons. Add to these
the rich, those chiefly who have landed property, called
noblemen and gentlemen, with their families of idle per-
sons, kept for show rather than use. Then add those strong
and lusty beggars who go about pretending disease in ex-
tenuation of begging. On the whole, you will find that the
mumber of those, by whose labour mankind is supplied, is
much smaller than you imagine. '

Next, consider how few of those who work ate employ-
ed in labours of real utility. For we, who measure all
things by money, give rise t6 many trades which are vain
and superfluous,- and which serve.only to support riot and
luxury. If the labouring part of mankind were employed
only on the necessaries of life, these would so .abound, that
their price would fall, and the tradesman could not be main-
tained. But if.all they who labour in useless avocations
were more profitably employed, and all they who languish
out their lives in idléness and sloth (each of whom consum-
eth as much as two of the laborious), were compelled. to
labour, you may readily conceive; that little time would
accomplish all that is necessary, profitable, or agreeable
to mankind, especially while pleasure is kept withiri due
bounds. U : Lo e
This is proved in Utopia. For tiwre, in a large city, and
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in all the territory about it, you can scarcely find 500 either
men or women, who, from their ‘age and strength, are ca-
pable of labour, and -are not engaged in it. The very
syphogrants, though excused by law, excuse not' them-
selves, but work that their example may incite the industry
of the rest. A similar exemption is allowed to those who
are recommended to the people by the priests, and privis
leged from labour by the private suffrages of the sypho-
grants, that they may devote themselves wholly to study.
But if any ‘of them fall short of the hopes they seemed to
give, they are obliged to return to manual labour. And
sometimes a mechanic, who so employs his leisure as to ad-
vance considerably in learning, is raised to the rank of one
of their learned. From these they choose their ambassa-
dors, priests, tranibors, and the prince himself, formerly
called their Barzanes, but of late their Ademus. -

Thus, from the number among them who are neither sufe
fered to be idle nor to be uselessly employed, you may esti-
mate how much may be done in their few hours of labour:
But beside this, we are to remember that the useful arts are
managed with less labour among them than elsewhere.
The building or repair of houses employeth many hands
with us. For a thriftless heir often suffers the house his fa-
ther built to fall inte decay, and his successor is at great
cost to repair what might have been kept up at small ex-
pence. It often happens too, that the house. which one
person built at a great expence, is neglected by another
who thinks he hath better taste in architecture, and, let-

K 2
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ting it go to ruin, builds another at no less expence. But
among the Utopians, all is so regulated, that they seldom
require new building-ground. They not only repair their
houses with great expedition, but shew much skill in pre-
venting their decay ; and their buildings are preserved yery
long with little labour. Thus too, their builders are often
without employment, except in hewing timber and squar-
ing stone, in case of wantmg to raise a building on a sud-
den emergency.

As for their clothes, observe how little labour is spent on
them. While at work, they wear loose dresses of leather
and skins, which will last seven years. When they appear
in public, they put on an upper garment which hides the

other. These garments are all of one colour, the natural

one of the wool. They need less woollen cloth than is used
anywhere else, and what they use is much less costly. Of
linen cloth they use more, but it is made with less labour ;
and they value cloth only from the whiteness of the linen
or cleanness of the wool, without much regard to the fme-
ness of the thread. While in other places, four or five up-
per garments of woollen cloth, of different celours, and as
many silken vests, are hardly safficient, and while the nicer
sort think ten too few, here every man is content with one,
which often lasteth him two years. Nor is there any tempt-
ation to desire more ; for no man would be the warmey,
normakeoneptthebetwrappearanceforthem

B

Thus, employed in useful labour, and content vmh little,
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abundance of all things prevaileth among them. It fre-

quently happens indeed, that for want of other work, num-
bers of them are sent out to repair the highways. But
when no public call requires their attendance, the hours of
labour are curtailed. The magistrates never impose unne-
cessary labour on the people. For, the chief end of the\]
constitution is, to regulate labour by the public wants, and
to allow all as much time as possible for mental improve-
ment, in which they judge the happiness of life to con- |
sist. )

But it is now time to explain to you the mutual inter-
course of this people, their commerce and regulations.

As their cities are composed of families, so their families
are made up of those who are neatly related to each other.
Their women, as they grow up, are married into other fa-
milies. But the males, children -and grandchildren, lve
still in the same house, in great obedience to the common
parent ; unless age hath weakened his understanding, and
then the next in age sepplieth his place. But due care is
taken that no city become too populous, or be dispeopled.
No city may contain above 6000 families beside those of
the circumjacent cowntry. And no family may have less
than ten, or more tham sixteen, persons in it ; without any
imitation for the children under age. This rale is easily
‘observed, by removing some of the children -of a more
fruitful couple to a less abundant family.
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In the same way, they supply cities which increase not
so fast, from others which people themselves faster. And
if there be any extraordinary increase over the whole island,
they select a number of citizens from the several towns, and
send them to the neighbouring continent. - Where, if they
find the inhabitants have more soil than they can well cul-
tivate, they plant a colony and take them into their society.
And if these inhabitants be willing to live with them, enter
into their mode of life, and conform to their regulations,
it proveth a happiness to both ; for by their laws such care
is taken of the soil, that it becometh fruitful enough for
both, although it might have been insufficient for either.
But if the natives refuse to conform themselves to their
laws, they drive them out of the boundary which they mark
for themselves, and use violence if they resist. They esteem
a very ‘just warfare, the dispossession of others from soil
which they leave idle and uncultivated ; every man having
a natural right to such a waste portion of earth, when ne-
cessary to his subsistence.

If any accident so lessen the number of inhabitants in a
town that it cannot, be supplied from the other towns of
the island without diminishing them too much (which is
said to have happened but twice since they were a people,
and then by the plague), it is made-up by recalling as
many as are wanted from their colonies. For they abandon

these rather than suffer the towns in the island to be de-
ficient. : :
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But to return to their manner of living. The oldest man
of every family, as already said, presides in it. Wives
obey their husbands, and children their parents, junior ever
serving senior. Every city is divided into four equal parts,
and in the middle of each is a market-place. What is ma-
nufactured by the several families and brought thither, is
carried to houses appointed for that purpose. In these, all
things of. one kind are laid together, and every father go-
eth thither and taketh whatever he or his family need, with-
out paying for it, or leaving any exchange. There is no
reason for giving any one a denial, since.they have. such
plenty of all things. And there is no danger of any one
asking for more than he needeth ; for, being sure they shall
alway be supplied, they have no inducement of the kind.

It is the fear of want which rendereth any animal greedy

or ravenous. ' *And beside this fear, there is a pride in man
which maketh him esteem it a glory to excel his -fellow-
creature in pomp and excess. The laws of Utopia leave,
no room for these feelings. v

. Near these markets, are others for every kind of pro-
vision. Here. are herbs, fruits, bread, fish, fowl, and cattle.
- Without their towns, are appointed places, near a running
stream, for Killing their beasts, which is done by their
slaves. They allow nene of the citizens to kill their cattle,
thinking that: pity and good nature (which- are among the
best of the affections born in us) are greatly impaired by
butchering animals. Nor do they suffer any thing foul or
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unclean to be brought into their towns, lest the air be in-
fected with ill scents which might injure their health.

In every street are spacious halls, lying at equal distances
from each other, and distinguished by particular names.
The syphogrants dwell in them, with their thirty respec-
tive families, fifteen lying on one side of it, and as many
on the other; and here they meet and hold their repasts.
The steward of each goeth to the market at an appointed
bour, and taketh home provision according to the number
belonging to his hall.

But they take the greatest care of their sick; who are
lodged and provided-for in public hospitals. They have
four of these to every town, built without the walls, and
so spacious, that they are like little towns. By this mean,
had they ever so many sick, they could lodge them conve-
niently, and so far apert, that po apprehension of infec-
tion could arise from those labouring under contagious dis-
orders. The hospitals are provided with every thing ne-
cessary for the ease and restoration of the sick. And the
patients are looked after with such tenderness and solici-
tude, and are so constantly attended by their skilful phy-
siciams, that as none are sent thither against their inclina-
tions, so is there scarcely one persoa in a2 whole town, who,

should ke be-taken ill, would not choase rather to.go thither
than he at home.

When the steward of the hospitals hath taken for the
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sick whatever the physician prescribes, the best things left
in the market are distributed to the halls in proportion to
their numbers ; first serving the prince, the chief priest, the
tranibors, ambassadors, and strangers, if any among them,
The last indeed seldom happens; yet have they well fur
nished houses, particularly appointed for their reception
when they come.

At the hours of dinner and supper, the whole sypho-
granty being assembled by trumpet, they meet and eat to-
gether, excepting only those who are in the hospitals or lie
sick at home. Yet after the halls are supplied, no man is
hindered from carrying home provision from the market-
place, for they know that no one doth it except for some
good reason. For, though any one who pleaseth may eat at
home, no one doth it from inclination, it being absurd to
prepare a bad dinner at home, when a much more plenti-
ful one is ready for him 8o near his residence.

The unpleasant and sordid services about these halls, arc
performed by their slaves. But dressing their meat and
ordering their tables belong to the women, every family
taking it by rotation. They sit at three or more tables ac-
cording to their number, the men toward the wal, the
women on the outside. Thus, if any of the women be
taken suddenly ill (which is not uncommon when they are
in a state of pregnancy), she may, without disturbing the
rest, rise and go to the nursery, where are nurses with the
unweaned infants, clean water, cradles, and a fire.

Vor. 1I. L
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Every child is nursed by its own mother, unless death or
sickness prevent. In that case the syphogrants’ wives quickly
provide a nurse, which is no difficulty, as any woman whe
_can do it, offereth herself cheerfully. And, to make hex
-amends, the child she nurseth considereth her as its mo-
ther.

The children under five sit among the nurses. The other

young of either sex, until marriageable, serve those who
sit at table, or, if unequal to that in strength, stand by
them in silence and eat what is given them. Nor have, they
any other particular form at their dinners. :

In the middle of the first table, which standeth across.

the upper end of the hall, sit the syphogrant and his wife,
that being the most conspicuous place. Next to. him. sit
two of the oldest, there being throughout four in a mess.
If there be a temple within that syphogranty, the priest
and his wife sit with the syphogrant above the rest. Next
to them come a mixture of old and young, so distributed,
that theugh near to others. of their own age, they are
mingled with the elders. This, they say, was.so instituted,
-that the gravity of the old, and the respect due to them,
might restrain the young from all indecent words and ges-
fures.

The dishes are not served to the whole table at first, but
the best are set before the old (whose seats are distinguish-
ed from the young), and after them all the rest are served
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alike. The elders distribute to the young any choice meats
which happen to be set before them, if there be not such
an abundance of them that the whole company may share
them alike. Thus the aged are honoured with particular
marks of respect, and yet all the rest fare as well as they
do.

Dinner, as well as supper, is begun with some moral
lecture which is read to them, but which is so short that it
cannot be deemed tedious. Hence, the old take occasion
to entertain those about them with some useful and amus-
ing” amplifications. Yet they engross not the whole con-
versation, but rather engage the young in it, that they may
discover their spirit and temper. They dispatch their din-
ners quickly, but sit long at supper, for they go to work
after the one, and sleep after the other; and sleep they
think promotes digestion. They never sup without music,
and fruit is ever served up after their meat. While they
are at table, perfumes are burned, and fragrant ointments
and sweet waters sprinkled about the room. In short, they
want nothing which may cheer their spirits; and allow
themselves great latitude this way, indulging in every plea-
sure which is unattended with inconvenient consequences:

Thus live the inhabitants of the towns. In the country,
where they live at considerable distances asunder, every
one eats at home, and no family is without necessary pro-
vision ; for from them are sent provisions to those living in
the towns. -

L2
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If any person have a mind to ,visit his friends in another
town, or desire to travel and see the rest of the country, he
easily obtains leave from the syphogrant and tranibors,
when he is not wanted at home. A traveller carries a pass--
port from the prince, which certifies the liberty granted
him, and the time of his return. He is furnished with a
waggon, and a slave to drive and attend the oxen. Un-
less there be women in the company, the waggon is sent
back at the end of the journey as a useless incumbrance.
They carry no provision with them for the road, yet want
nothing, being everywhere treated as if at home.

If any one stay in a strange place longer than a day, he
pursueth his proper occupation, and is very well used by

. his fellow tradesmen. But if he leave his own city without

permission, and be found rambling without a passport, he
is treated with severity, punished as a fugitive, and sent
home in disgrace; and if he commit the same offence again,.
he is condemned to slavery. If any one have a mind to
* travel merely over the district of his own city, he may free--
ly do it, with his father’s permission and his wife’s consent.. -
But, if he expeet to be entertained at any of the country
houses, he must labour with them and conform to their
rules. And if he do this, he may freely traverse the whole
district, being thus as useful to his city as if he was in it.

Thus you see, there ate no idle people among them, nor
any pretences for excusing any individual from labour.
They have no taverns, ale-houses, or brothels, nor any othes
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mediums of ‘corruption, of gathering in corners, or forming
parties. All live in full view, and all are obliged to do
their duty and employ well their leisure. And it is certain,

that a nation thus regulated must enjoy great abundance of.

all things; which being equally distributed, no one can.
want or be obliged to. beg..

At their great council at Amaurot (to which three from:
every town are sent yearly), they examine what towns
abound in provisions, and in which is any scarcity ; that the:
one may be supplied from the other. And this is done
without any exchange; for according to their plenty or
scarcity, they supply or are supplied, so that the whole:
island is, as it were, one family..

‘When they have thus taken care of their country, and
Iaid up store for two years (which they do to prevent the

ill consequences of a bad season), they order an exporta~

tion of the overplus of corn, honey, wool, flax, wood, wax,.
tallow, leather, and cattle. These they commonly ship
abroad in large quantities, and order a seventh to be given
to the poor of those countries, and the rest to be sold at
moderate prices. By this mean, they not only import in.
-return the few things they want at home (for indeed they
scarcely want any thing beside iron), but also a large quan-
tity of gold and silver ; and it is hardly to be imagined how
vast a treasure they have amassed, by driving this trade a
long time. So that it is now almost indifferent to them
whether they sell their goods for ready money or on credit.
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A great part of their property is in bonds; but in their
contracts, no individual is bound, but a whole town. . These
towns collect it from their individual debtors, lay it up in
their public chamber, or enjoy the use of it till the Uto-
pians call for it ; who prefer leaving the greater part of it
in the hands of those who make advantage of it, to calling
for it themselves. But if they see that any others stand
more in need of it, they call it in and lend it to them.

Whenever they engage in war, which is the only occa-
sion on which this treasure can be usefully employed, they:
make use of it themselves. On great emergencies, or sud--

"den accidents, they employ it in hiring foreign troops;:
whom they more willingly expose to danger than their own’

people. They pay these mercenaries extravagantly, well
knowing the effect it will have, even on their enemies ; that
it will induce them to betray or desert, and is the best

mean of raising mutual jealousies among them. With this

view they keep an incredible treasure, which they value not

as such, but place it in a light.I am almost afraid of de--

scribing ; for, had I not seen. it myself, I could not have
believed it.

All things appear incredible to us, as they differ more or.
less from our own manners. Yet one who can judge aright:

will not wonder, that since their constitution djffereth so

materially from ours, their value of gold and silver also,

should be measured by a very different standard. Having

no use for money among themselves, but keeping it as a-

N
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provision against events which seldom happen, and between
which are generally long intervals, they value it no farther
than it deserves, that is, in proportion to its use. Thus it
is plain, they must prefer irop to either silver or gold. For
we want iron nearly as much as fire and water, but nature
hath marked out no use so essential for the other metals,.
that they may not easily be dispensed with. Maw's folly
hath enhanced the value of gold and silver because of their
scarcity ; whereas nature, like a kind parent, hath freely
given us the best things, such as air, earth, and water, bus
hath hidden from us those which are vain and useless.

Were these metals to be laid-up in a tower, it would give
birth to that foolish mistrust into which the people are apt
to fall, and create suspicion that the prince and senate de~
signed to sacrifice the public interest to their own advant-
age. Should they work them into vessels or other articles,

they fear that the people might grow too fond of plate,

and be unwilling te melt it again, if a war made it neces-
sary. To prevent all these inconveniencies, they have fall-
en upon a plan, which agrees with their other policy, but
is very different from ours ; and which will hardly gain be-
lief among us who value gold so much and lay it up se
carefully.

They eat and drink from earthen ware or glass, which
make an agreeable appearance though they be of little value;
while their chamber-pots and close-stools are made of gold
and'si’lver ; and this not only in their public halls, but in
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their private houses. Of the same metals they also make
chains and fetters for their slaves; on some of whom, as a
badge of infamy, they hang an ear-ring of gold, and make
others wear a chain or a coronet of the same metal. And
thus they take care, by all possible means, to render gold
and silver of no esteem. Hence it is, that while other coun-
tries part with these metals as though one tore-out their
bowels, the Utopians would look upon giving-in all they
had of them, when occasion required, as parting only with
a trifle, or as we should esteem the loss of a penny.

They find pearls on their coast, and diamonds and car-
buncles on their rocks. They seek them not, but if they
find them by chance, they polish them and give them to’
their children for ornaments, who delight in them during
their childhood. DBut when they come to years of discre-
tion, and see that none but children use such baubles, they
lay them aside of their own accord ; and would be as much
ashamed to use them afterward, as grown children among
us would be of their toys.

I never saw a more remarkable instance of the opposite
impressions which different manners make on people, than
I observed in the Anemolian ambassadors, who came to’
Amaurot when I was there. Coming to treat of affairs of
great consequence, the deputies from several cities met to
await their coming. The ambassadors of countries lying
near Utopia, knowing their manners,—that fine clothes are
in no esteem with them, that silk is despised, and gold a
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badge of infamy,—came very modestly clothed. But the .
Anemolians, who lie at a greater distance, having had little
mtercourse with them, understanding they were coarsely
clothed and all in one dress, took it for granted that they
had none of that finery among them, of which they made
no use. Being also themselves a vain-glorious rather than
a wise people, they resolved on this occasion to assume
their grandest appearance, and astonish the poor Utopians
with their splendour.

Thus three ambassadors made their entry with 100 at-
tendants, all clad in garments of different colours, and the
greater part in silk. The ambassadors themselves, who were
of the nobility of their country, were in clothes of gold,
adorned with massy chains and rings of gold. Their caps
were covered with bracelets, thickly set with pearls and
other gems. In a word, they were decorated in those very.
things, which, among the Utopians, are either badges of
slavery, marks of infamy, or play-things for children.

It was pleasant to behold, on one side, how big they
Iooked in comparing their rich habits with the plain clothes
of the Utopians, who came out in great numbers to. see
them make their entry ; and on the other, how much they
were mistaken in the impression which they expected this
pomp would have made. The sight appeared so ridiculous
to those who had not seen the customs of other countries,
that, though they respected such as were meanly clad (as
if they had been the ambassadors), when they saw the am-

Vou. II. M
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bassadors themselves, covered with gold and chains, they
looked upon them as slaves, and shewed them no respect.
You might have heard children, who had thrown away
their jewels, cry to their mothers, see that great fool, wear-
ing pearls and gems as if he was yet a child; and the mo-
thers as innocently replying, peace, this must- be one of the
-ambassador’s fools.

Others censured the fashion of their chains, and observed,
- they were of no use. For their slaves could easily break
them ; ‘and they hung so loosely, that they thought it easy
to throw them away. But when the ambassadors had been
a day among them, and had seen the vast quantity of gold
in their houses, as much despised by them as esteemed by
.others ; when they beheld more gold and silver in the chains
.and fetters of one slave, than in all their ornaments; their
crests fell, they were ashamed of their glory, and laid it
aside ; a resolution which they took, in consequence of en-
gaging in free conversation with the Utopians, and dis-
covering their sense of these things, and their other cus-
toms.

¢ The Utopians wonder that any man ‘should be so ena-
moured of the lustre of a jewel, when he can behold a star
or the sun ; or that he should value himself upon his cloth
being made of a finer thread. For, however fine this thread;
it 'was once the fleece of a sheep, which remained a sheep
notwithstanding it wore it.
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They marvel much to hear, that gold, in itself so use-
less, should be everywhere so much sought, that even men,
for whom it was made, and by them hath its value, should
be less esteemed. That a stupid fellow, with no more sense
than a log, and as base as he is foolish, should have many
wise and good men to serve him because he possesseth a
heap of it. And that, should an accident, or a law-quirk
(which sometimes produceth as great changes as chance
herself), pass this wealth from the master to his meanest
slave, he would soon become the servant of the other, as
if he was an appendage of his wealth, and bound to fol-
low it.

But they much more wonder at and detest the folly of
those, who, when they see a rich man, though they owe
him nothing, and are not in the least dependent on his
bounty, are ready to pay him divine honours because he.is
rich ; even though theéy know him at the same time to be
so covetous and mean-spirited, that notwithstanding all his
wealth, he will not part with one farthing of it to them as
long as he liveth. ’ . S

These and the like notions hath this people imbibed,
partly from education (being bred in a country whose laws
and customs oppose such follies) and partly from their
studies. For though there be few in any town, who are so
wholly excused. from labour, as to devote themselves en-
tirely to study (these being such only as from their infancy

discover an extraordinary capacity and disposition for let-
M2
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ters), yet their children, and many of their grown persons
of both sexes, are taught to spend those hours in whick
they are not obliged to work in reading. And this they
do through their lives. ~

Al their learning is in their own language, which is co-
pious and pleasant, admitting of the fullest expression of
ideas. It is spoken -over a vast tract of country, but is
not equally pure everywhere. They had not -eyen heard
the names of any -of those philosophers who are so cele-
brated in these parts of the world, before we went among
them; yet they had made the same discoveries as the Greeks

.in music, logic, arithmetic, and geometry.

~ “Equal in almost every thing tethe ancfent philosophers,
they greatly excel our modern logicians; for they have
never yet fallen into those barbarous subtleties which youth
are obliged to learn in our trifling logical schools. They
nevertheless know astronomy, -and have many excellent in-
struments for ascertaining the course and pesition of the
heavenly bodies. ‘But as for divining by the stars, their

‘oppositions or conjunctions, this hath never entered their

thoughts.

. They have particular skill, founded on much observa-
tion, in judging of the weather; and know when to expect
rain, wind, or other changes. But as for the philosophy of
these things, the saltness of the sea, its ebb and flow, and.
the ariginal and nature of the earth and heavens, they dis-

-

v el
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pute of them, partly in the manner of our ancient philo-

sophers, and partly on new hypotheses ; in which they not
only differ from them, but agree.not entirely among them-

selves. ' '

- In regard to moral philosophy, they have the same dis-
putes as we have. They examine what is properly good for -
the body and mind, and whether any thing external can be
called truly good, or if that term be appropriate to the soul.
They inquire likewise into the nature of virtue and plea-
sure. But their chief dispute is concerning’ man’s happi-
ness, and wherein it consists, whether in one thing orin
many. They incline indeed to the opinion which placeth,
if not the whole, yet a great part of human happiness in’
pleasure ; and, what may seem more strange, they derive
arguments from religion, netwithstanding her restrictions, in
support-of that.opinion. For they never dispute of hap-
piness, without drawing arguments from the principles of
religion, as well as from natural reason; esteeming all our’
inquiries after happiness but conjectural and defective with-

out the former,

Their religious tenets are these. The soul of man is im-
mortal,—God of his goodness hath designed it should be
happy ; he hath therefore appointed reward for virtue and
punishment for vice, after this life. Though these princi- .
ples be handed down to them traditionally, they think rea-
son herself determineth man to believe and acknowledge
them ; and that, were they removed, no man would be so’

.
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insensible as not to seek pleasure by all possible means,
lawful or otherwise ; taking care only, that a less pleasure
might not stand in the way of a greater, and. that none
ought to be pursued which should incur much pain.. For
they deem it the excess-of madness to pursue virtue, a sour
and difficult pursuit, and not only to renounce the plea-
sures of life, but willingly to undergo much pain and
trouble, without a prospect of reward. And what reward
can there be for one who hath passed his life, not only
without pleasure, but in pain, if there be no expectation
after death ? ' S '

. Yet they place not happiness in every kind of pleasure,
but in that only which is honest and good. One party
among them placeth happiness barely in virtue ;. another
thinketh our- nature is conducted by virtue to .happiness,.

as man’s chief good. :They define virtue, living according:

to nature; and think we are created for that end. They be--
lieve man to follow nature when he followeth reason ; and

say that the first dictate of reason is love and reverence for.

the Divine Majesty, to whom we owe all we. have and all
we can hope for.

. Secondly, reason directs us to keep our minds as free
from passion, and as cheerful as we can; and that we
should consider ourselves bound by the ties of good-nature
and -humanity, to use our utmost endeavours in promoting
the happiness of others. For no one was ever so severe
a pursuer of virtue and enemy to pleasure, that though he
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prescribed hard rules, pain, watchings, and other rigours,
yet.did not at the same time advise men to do all they
«could in relieving misery ; and who did not represent gentle-
ness and good-nature as amiable dispositions. Hence they
infer, that if man ought to advance the welfare and comfort
of his fellow-creatures, since no virtue is more peculiar to
our nature than to relieve the misery of others, and to fur-
nish them with the comforts of life, in which pleasure con-
sists, nature will more strongly incline him to do this for
himself. . | |

A life of pleasure is either a real evil (in which case we
ought not to assist others in the pursuit of it, but deter
them from it) ; or, if it be a good, so that we not only may,
but ought to help others to it, why should not man begin
with himself? No man can be bound to look more after
the good of another than after his own ; for nature cannot
direct us to be kind to others and at the same time cruel
to ourselves. Thus, they define virtue to be, living accord-
ing to nature, and imagine that nature prompts all to seek
pleasure as the chief end of their actions.

They also observe, that to support the pleasures of life,
nature inclines us to society. ‘For no man is so much raised
above his fellows, as to be nature’s only favourite; on the
contrary, she seéms to have placed on a level all who be-
ong to one species. Hence they infer, that no one ought
to seek his own convenience to the prejudice of others;
and therefore think, that not-only all agreements between



88 ' SIR.T. MORE'S

individuals ought to be observed, but likewise the laws:
which either a good prince- hath publiely enacted, or te
which a people,. neither oppressed by tyranny, nor circum-
vented by fraud, hath agreed, for rendering us the conveni»
encies of life in whlch our pleasures consist..

They think it a' proof of wisdom if man pursue his own
advantage as far as the law alloweth him. They also ac-
count it piety to prefer the public good to individual in-
terest ; but esteem it unjust for man to pursue his. owa
pleasure to the detriment of that of his neighbour. On the.
eontrary, they deem it a mark of a good and gentle soul,
if he dispense with his. own advantage for the benefit of
others ; and that, by this mean, a good man reapeth as
much pleasure as he deprives himself of. For, he may ex-
pect the like when he needeth it ;. and should that fail, yet
the sense of a good action, and his reflections on the love
and gratitude of those he hath obliged, afford the mind
greater pleasure than the body would have experienced in
the enjoyment of that which it withstood. They are also
persuaded that God will repay the loss of those small plea-
sures with a vast and endless joy ; a circumstance of which.
religion easily convinceth a good soul.

Thus, on 'a general inquiry, they esteem all our actions,

and even all our virtues, to terminate in pleasure, as in our

chief end and greatest happiness ; and they call every mo-
tion or state, either of body or mind, in which nature teach-
eth us to delight, a pleasure. Thus they carefully limit.

- = ————
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pleasure to those appetites only to which nature leadeth ;
for she leadeth, they say, to those delights only, to which
sense as well as reason point, by which we neither injure
another, lose not greater pleasures, nor superinduce incon-
veniencies. But they look upon those delights which
men, by a foolish, though common mistake, call plea-
sure (as if they could change the nature of things as easi-
ly as terms), as greatly obstructing instead of advancing
their real happiness. For thcse so entirely possess the
minds once captivated by them with false notions of plea-
sure, that no room is left for that of a truer and purer

kind.

There are many things having nothing in themselves
truly delightful, but on the contrary much bitterpess, which
yet, from our perverse appetites for forbidden objects, we
not only rank among the pleasures, but make them the
greatest designs of life. Among those who pursue these
sophisticated pleasures, the Utopians reckon such as I men-
tioned before, who imagine themselves really the better for
having fine clothes. In this they think them doubly mis-
taken, as well in the opinion they have of their clothes, as
in that they have of themselves. For if you consider the
use of clothes, why should a fine thread be thought better
than a coarse one? And yet these men, as if they enjoyed
real advantages above others, and did not owe them to their
mistakes, look big, seem to fancy themselves more valu-
able, imagine a respect to be due -them on account of a
rich coat, to which they would not have pretended had

Vor. IL N
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they been more meanly clad, and ‘even resent it as an af-
front if that respect be not shewn them.

But it is not equal folly to be solicitous about outward
marks of respect, which signify nothing? For what real
pleasure can a man find in seeing another take off his hat
and make bows to him? Will the bending another’s knee
give ease to yours; or the uncovering his head cure the
madness of thine? Nevertheless, it is wonderful to see how
this false idea of pleasure bewitcheth many. How they
delight themselves with the fancy of their nobility, and are
pleased with the conceit of having ancestors who have been
deemed for some successions rich,—for this is all that at
present constitutes nobility. Yet they consider not them-
selves a whit the less noble, though their immediate parents
bequeathed none of this wealth to them, or though them-
selves have squandered it all.

The Utopians have no better opinion of those who are
enamoured of gems and precious stones, and who account
it a degree of happiness almost divine if they can purchase
a very extraerdinary one, especially if it be of the sort then
in fashion. For the same sort doth not alway bear the
same value with them, and none are bought without being
taken out of the setting. The jeweller is then required to
find security, and to swear solemnly that the stone is a true
one. Yetif you saw them, your eye could discover no
difference between the counterfeit and the true ; and there-
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fore the pleasure they afford you is the same, as much as if
you were blind,

Moreover, can it be thought that they who amass wealth,
not for any service it is to do them, but to please them-
selves with the contemplation of it, derive any true plea-
sure from it? The delight they find is a vain shadow of
joy. Nor is the pleasure of those better, though their mis-
take be somewhat different, who hide wealth for fear of
losing it. For what other name than mistake, deserves the
hiding it in the earth, or rather restoring it to earth again ;
since it is thus cut off from being useful either to its owner
or the rest of mankind? And yet the owner, having hidden
it carefully, rejoiceth because he thinks he is now sure of
it. Should it be stolen, and he live ten years in ignorance
of the theft, he would be no sufferer, for in either case it
was equally useless to him.

Among these foolish pursuers of pleasure also, they reckon
all who delight in sporting or gaming; of whose madness
they have heard, but have no such persons among them.

. They inquired of us, what pleasure it was that men found

in throwing dice ; for was there any, they think the fre-
quent repetition of it would create a surfeit. What plea-
sure, they likewise asked, can one find in hearing the bark-
ing and howling of dogs, which seem odious rather than
pleasant sounds? Nor can they comprehend the pleasure
of seeing a dog run after a hare, to be greater than that of

seeing one dog run after another. For, if seeing them run
N2
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giveth the pleasure, you have the same entertainment in
either case. But if the pleasure consist in seeing the hare
torn by the dogs, it ought rather to excite pity, that a weak,
harmless, timid hare, should be devoured by strong, ficrce,
and cruel dogs.

On this account, all the business of hunting is, by the
U'topians, transferred to their butchers, who, as hath been
observed, are all slaves; and they esteem hunting one of
the basest of a butcher’s employments. For they account
it more profitable and becoming to kill the becasts which
are more uscful to man ; since the tearing so miserable an
animal, can only attract the huntsinan by a false shew of
pleasure, from which he can reap littlc advantage. The
desire of shedding the blood even of beasts, they esteem
the mark of a mind already corrupted with cruelty ; or at
least, that the frequent returns of so brutal a pleasure, muss
degenerate into such a disposition.

Thus, though the mass of mankind estcem these, and
many other things of like nature, pleasures, the Utopians,
secing there is nothing in them truly pleasant, conclude .
they are not to be reckoned among pleasures, For though
these things may afford the senses a degree of irritation
(which appears to be a just idea of pleasure), yet they
imagine this ariseth not from the thing itself, but from a
depraved habit, which may so far vitiate taste, that bitter
shall appear sweet. Thus pregnant women may imagine
pitch or tallow to be sweeter than honey. But as the senses,
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though themselves corrupted by disease or bad habit, change
not the nature of things, so neither can they change the
nature of pleasure. | \

The Utopians count many pleasures true ones, some of
them bodily, others mental. Those of the mind, consist in \\\
knowledge, and in that delight which the contemplation of '
truth affords. To these they add the joyful reflections of |
a well spent life, and the assured hopes of happiness in a
future state. \

Bodily pleasures, they divide into two kinds. One kind,
is the pleasure afforded our senses by recruiting nature, as
by eating and drinking ; or relieving her when she is sur-
charged, oppressed, or in pain; or gratifying the appetite
which she hath implanted in us for her own end, the con-
tinuation of our species. There is also another kind of
pleasure, which ariseth neither from recruiting nor relieving
nature, yet doth it, by a furtive virtue, affect the senses,
raise the passions, and make generous impressions on the
mind ; tlus is the pleasure arising from music.

The other kind of bodily pleasure, is that arising from a
vigorous consitution of body, in which life and spirit seem
to invigorate every part. This higlr degree of health of it-
self affordeth pleasure, independendly of external objécts
of delight ; and though it may not so powerfully affect us,
nor act so strongly on the senses as some of the: others, it
may be esteemed the greatest pleasure of all. Almost all
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the Utopians reckon it the foundation of all the other joys
of life ; since it alone maketh life easy and desirable, and
without it, man is in reality capable of no other pleasure.

They look upon frcedom from pain, if unaccompanied
by perfect health, a state of dullness rather than of plea-
sure. 'This subject hath been narrowly investigated among
them, and it hath been questioned whether complete health
could be called a pleasure or not. Some have thought that
there was no pleasure which was not sensibly excited in
the body. But this opinion hath been long ago exploded
among the Utopians, so that now they almost universally
agree, health is the greatest of all bodily pleasures. There
being pain in sickness (which pain is as opposite in its na~
ture to pleasure, as sickness itself is to health), they hold
that health is accompanied by pleasure. Should any con-
tend, that sickness is not in reality pain, but only cafries
pain with it, they esteem that a subtilty which little alter-
eth the matter.

It is the same thing in their opinion, whether it be said
that health is in itself a pleasure, or that it begetteth a
pleasure as fire giveth heat, provided it be granted, that
all those whose health is entire have a true pleasure in the
enjoyment of it. They reason thus. What is the pleasure
of eating, but that a han’s health, which had 'been weak-
ened, doth, by the assistance of food, drive away hunger,
and recruiting itself, recovereth its vigour ; and being thus
refreshed, it findeth pleasure in the conflict. And if the
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conflict be pleasure, the victory must be still moreso, un-
less we imagine it becomes stupid so soon as it hath gained
its object, and neither knoweth nor rejoiceth in its own wel-
fare. If it be said, health cannot be felt, they absolutely
deny this ; for what man in health doth not perceive he is
so, whenever he is awake? Is any man so dull, as not to
acknowledge he feeleth delight in health; and what is de-
light but another name for pleasure ? :

But of all pleasures, they esteem those which proceed
from the mind to be the most valuable ; the chief of which
spring from virtue and the testimony of a- good con-
science. '

Health they account the chief pleasure appertaining to
the body. For they think the pleasure of eating and drink-
ing, and all other sensual delights, to be only so far de-
sirable as they contribute to this; nor otherwise pleasant
in themselves, than as they resist the inroads of our na-
tural infirmities. For, as a wise man desireth rather to
avoid illness than take physic, and to be free from pain
rather than find relief from remedies, so is it more desir-
able not to need this kind of pleasure than be obliged to
indulge it.

If any man imagine there to be a real happiness in these
énjoyments, he must confess that he would be the happiest
man living if he was perpetually hungry, thirsty, and itch-
ing, and therefore perpetually eating, drinking, and scratch-
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ing ; which any one may easily perceive would be not on-
ly a base but a miserable state of existencc. These are in-
deed the lowest pleasures and the least pure; for we can
never relish them but when mixed with the contrary pains.
It is the pain of hunger must give us the pleasure of cat-
ing, and as it is greater, so lasts it longer than the pleasure.
For it begins before it, ceases only with the plcasure which
extinguisheth it, and both expire together.

They therefore think, that none of those pleasures arc
to be valued farther than as they arc necessary. Yet they
rejoice in them, and gratefully acknowledge the tenderness
of the great Author of Naturc, who hath given us appe-
tites, which make the things necessaty for our preservation
also agreeable to us. How miserable would life be, if the
daily complaints of hunger and thirst must be relieved by
such bitter drugs, as we must use for those disorders which
come seldomer upon us! But as it is, these pleasant as well
as proper gifts of nature, preserve the strength and spright-
liness of our bodies.

They also delight in the pleasures of sight, hearing, and
smell, as the agreeable relishes and seasonings of life, which
nature seems to have marked out peculiarly for man. For
no other animal contemplates the figure and beauty of the
universe, is delighted with smells farther than as they dis-
tinguish meats, or apprehendeth the concord and discord
of sounds. Yetin all pleasures whatever, they take care
that a less one shall not prevent a greater, and that pleasure
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shall never breed pain ; which last they think ever followeth
dishonest pleasures.

~

They esteem it madness in man to wear-out the beauty
of his face, or his natural strength, to corrupt his body by
sloth and laziness, or waste it by fasting, to weaken the
strength of his constitution, and reject the other delights of
life, unless, by renouncing his own satisfaction, he can
either serve the public or promote the happiness of others,
for which he expecteth a greater recompence from God.
Thus, they look on such a course of life, as the mark of a
mind cruel to itself and ungrateful to the Author of Na-
ture ; as if we would not be indebted to him for his favours,
and therefore reject his blessings ; as if we would afflict
ourselves for the mere empty show of virtue, or for no bet-
ter end than to render ourselves capable of bearing those
misfortunes which perhaps may never happen.

These are their notions of virtue and pleasure ; and they
think no man’s reason can lead him to a truer idea of them,
unless he be inspired. I have not leisure at present to ex-
amine whether they be right or wrong, nor is this incum- -
bent upon me, having only undertaken to describe their
constitution to you, and not to defend all their principles.
Of this I am certain,—whatever be said of their notions,
there exists not in the world a better people or a happier
government. o

Their bodies are i'igofous and ,ﬁvely., Though. they be
Vor. II. o
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but of a middle stature, and have neither the fruitfulest
soil nor the purest air in the world, they fortify themselves.
so well by their temperate lives against the unhealthiness
of the air, and by their industry so cultivate their soil, that
you shall nowhere see a greater increase both of corn and
cattle. Nor are there anywhere healthier men. You may
there see practised, not only all the husbandman’s art of
manuring and improving a bad soil, but whole woods torn
up by the roots, and in other places new ones planted ; that

their timber may be near their towns, or near water to float

it, the carriage of wood overland being more laborious than
that of corn,

They are industrious, apt scholars, and cheerful and
pleasant companions. None can endure more labour when
it is necessary, but unless that be the case they love ease.
Their pursuit of knowledge is indefatigable. When we had
given them some hints of the learning and discipline of the -
Greeks (of whom alone we instructed them, for we knew
there was nothing among the Romans, except their histo-
rians and poets, that they wouwld much esteem), it was
strange to see with what avidity they set about learning
that language. We read a little of it to them, rather in
compliance with their importunity, than from any hope of
their reaping much advantage by it. But after a very short
trial, we found they made such progress, that our labour
was likely to be much more successful than we could have
expected. They learned to write the character and pro-
nounce the language so well, had such quick apprehensions

\
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and faithful memories, and became so ready and correct in

- the use of it, that it would have been miraculous, had not

the greater part of those we taught been men of extraordi-
nary capacity, and of a proper age for instruction. They
were most of them selected among the learned men, by
their chief council ; though some learned it of their own
accord. In three years they became masters of the lan-

.guage, and could read the best Greek authors.

'\Xj/ Indeed, I am inclined to think they learned the language

more easily, from its having some analogy to their own.
For I believe they were a colony of Greeks; and though
their language more nearly resemble the Persian, they re-
tain many names, both for their towns and magistrates,
which are of Greek derivation. I happened to take out a
large number of books, instead of merchandize, when I
made my fourth voyage. For, so far from expecting to re-
turn so s(;on, I rather thought I should never return; and

, T gave them all my books, among which were many of

Plato’s and some of Aristotle’s works. I had also Theo-
phrastus on plants, which to my great regret was imper-
fect; for, having allowed it to lay-about while we were at
sea, a monkey had found it and torn out many of the
leaves. They have no grammarians, except Lascares, as I
brought not Theodorus with me ; and no dictionaries ex-
cept Hesychius and Dioscorides. They highly esteem Plue
tarch, and were much taken with Lucian’s wit, and his
pleasant way of writing. Of the poets, they have Aristo-
phanes, Homer, Euripides, and the Aldine edition of So-
O¢g
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phocles; and of historians, Thucydides, Herodotus, and
Herodian. '

My companion, Apinatus, happened to take with him
some of Hippocrates’ works, and Galen’s Microtechne,
which they hold in high esteem ; for though no nation on
earth needeth physic less than they do, yet none honour-
eth it more. They reckon this knowledge one of the plea-
santest and most profitable parts of philosophy ; as it search-
eth the secrets of nature, is highly agreeable in the pur-
suit, and probably acceptable to the Author of our being.
Who (like the ingenious mechanic among men) having ex-
posed this grand machine of the universe, to the view of
the only creature capable of contemplating it, they imagine
that an exact and curious observer who admireth his work,
is far more acceptable to him than one of the herd, who,
like a beast incapable of reason, looketh on this glorious
scene with the eyes of a dull and uncencerned spectator.

Their minds thus filled with a love of learning, they are
very ingenious in the discovery of all those arts which are
necessary to its promotion. Two of these they owe to us,
the manufacture of paper, and the art of printing. Yet
are they not so entirely indebted to us for these discoveries,
but that a great part of the invention was their own. We
shewed them some books printed by Aldus, and explained
to them the process of paper-making and printing; but
having never practised these arts ourselves, we described
them very superficially. They seized the hints we gave
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them ; aiid though they could not immediately arrive at-
perfection, yet by repeated essays they discovered and

corrected all their errors, and conquered every difficulty.

Formerly they wrote only on parchment, reeds, or the bark

of trees. Now they have established paper-manufactures

and printing-presses ; and, had they but a good number of
Greek authors, they would quickly be supplied with many

copies of them. At present they have only those I men-

tioned, yet have they, by repeated impressions, multiplied

them to many thousand.

If any man went thither who professed some extraordi-
nary talent, or who by much travelling had observed the
customs of many countries (which gained us so good a re-
ception), he would have a hearty welcome ; for they are
very desirous of knowing the state of the whole world.
Few go among them to trade, for what can they bring them
except iron, gold, or silver, which merchants like to keep
at home. Their exportation they prefer managing them-

. selves, to leaving it to foreigners; for by this mean they

better understand the state of foreign markets and keep up
a knowledge of navigation, which is not maintained with-
out much practice. )

They make no slaves of prisoners of war, except of those

‘who are taken in battle; nor of the sons of their own

slaves, or of those of other countries. Their slaves are such
only, as are condemned to that state for some crime ; or
(which is more common) such as their merchants find con-
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demned to death in countries whither they trade, whom
they often ransom at low rates, and sometimes obtain them
gratis. They are eniployed in perpetual labour, and are
ever chained. Their natives are treated much more severe-
1y than others, being considered as mere profligate than
the rest; and, since the advantages of so excellent an edu-
cation were insufficient, they are judged worthy of harder

usage.

Another kind of slaves, are the poor of neighbouring coun-
tries, who offer spontaneously to serve them. They treat
these better ; and use them in every respect as well as their
own countrymen, except that they impose more labour up-
on them, which is no hardship to those who have been ac-~
customed to it. And if any of them desire to return to
their own country (which indeed seldom happeneth) they
neither force them to stay nor send them away empty-
handed.

I have already related to you with what care they look
after their sick, so that nothing is left undone which méy
contribute either to their health or ease. And as for those
who are afflicted with incurable disorders, they use all pos-
sible means of cherishing them, and of making their lives
as comfortable as possible ; they visit them often, and take
great pains to make their time pass easily. But if any
have torturing, lingering pain, without hope of recovery
or ease, the priests and magistrates repair to them and ex-
hort them, since they are unable to proceed with the busi-

-
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ress of life, are become a burden to themselves and all
about them, and have in reality outlived themselves, they
should no longer cherish a rooted disease, but choose to
die since they cannot live but in great misery; being 'per-
suaded, if they thus deliver themselves from torture, or al-
low others to do it, they shall be happy after death. Since
they forfeit none of the pleasures, but only the troubles of
life by this, they think they not only act reasonably, but
consistently with religion; for they follow the advice of their
~ priests, the expounders of God’s will.

Those who are wrought upon by these persuasions, either
starve themselves or take laudanum. But no one is coms
pelled to end his life thus ; and if they cannot be persuad-
ed to it, the former care and attendance on them is conti~
nued. And though they esteem a voluntary death, when
chosen on such authority, to be very honourable, on the
contrary, if any one commit suicide without the concur-
rence of the priests and senate, they honour not the body
avith a decent funeral, but throw it into a ditch.

'Their women are not allowed to marry before eighteen,
and their men not before twenty-two. If any of them be
guilty of unlawful intercourse before marriage, they are se-
verely punished, and they are not allowed to marry unless
they can obtain an especial warrant from the prince. Such
disorderly conduct also bringeth a severe reproach on the
maste? and mistress of the family in which it happened ;
for it is concluded that they have been negligent in theis

N R R



184 SIR T. MORE'S

duty. Their reason for punishing this so severely is, be-
cause they think, were they not strictly restrained from all
vagrant appetites, very few would engage in a state, in
which they hazard the peace of their whole lives by being
tied to one person, and are obliged to endure all the incon-
veniencies with which that state is accompanied.

In matching, they adopt a plan which appears to us
very extravagant, yet is constantly observed among them
and accounted very wise. Before marriage, a grave ma-
tron presenteth the bride (be she virgin or widow) naked,
to the bridegroom ; and after that, somme grave man pre-
senteth the bridegroom naked to the bride. We laughed
at this, and condemned it as very indecent. They, on the
- other hand, wondered at the folly of mankind in all other
countries ; who, if they buy but an inferior horse, examine
him all over and take off his trappings; yet a wife, on
whom dependeth the happiness of the remainder of life,
they take upon trust, regarding only her face, and leaving

the rest of her body covered, where contagious and loath-.

some disorders may lie concealed. All men are not so wise
as to choose a woman only for her good qualities; and even
the wise consider the body as adding not a little to the
mind. It is certain the clothes may conceal some deformi-
ty which may alienate a man from his wife when it is too
late to part with her. If such a thing be discovered after
marriage, he hath no remedy but patience. They there-
fore think it reasonable, that good care should be taken to
guard against such mischievous deception.
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There was the more reason for this regulation among
them, because they are the only people of those parts who
allow not polygamy or divorce, except in case of adultery
or insufferable perverseness. In these cases the senate dis-
solveth the marriage, and granteth the injured leave to
marrjr again; but the guilty are made infamous and never
allowed the privilege of a second marriage. No one is
suffered to put away his wife against her inclination, on
account of any misfortune which may have befallen her
person. They esteem it the height of cruelty and treachery
to abandon either of the married pair, when they most
need the tenderness of their partner; especially in the case
of old age, which bringeth many diseases with it, and is
itself a disease. But it often happens, that, when a mar-
ried pair do not agree, they separate by mutual consent,
and find others with whom they hope to live more happily.
Yet this is not done without leave from the senate, which
never alloweth a divorce without a strict inquiry, by the '
senators and their wives, into the grounds on which it is de-
sired. Even when they are satisfied as to the reasons of it,
the matter proceedeth but slowly, for they are persuaded
that a too ready permission of new marriages, would great-
ly impair the kind intercourse of the married. '

;-

They severely punish those who defile the marriage-bed.
If both the offenders be married, they are divorced, and

e injured may intermarry, or with whom else they please ;
but the adulterer and adultress are condemned to slavery.
Yet if the injured cannot conquer the love of the offender,

Vour. II. ' _ P
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they may still live together, the partner following to the
labour to which the slave is condemned ; and sometimes
the repentance of the condemned, and the unaltered kind-
ness of the injured, have prevailed with the prince to take
off the sentence. But who relapse after they are once par-
doned, are punished with death.

Their law determineth not the punisl;ment of other crimes,
it being left to the senate to fix it according to the circum-
stances of the case. Husbands are allowed to correct their
wives, and parents their children, unless the offence be so
great that public punishment is thought necessary for the
sake of example. Slavery is generally the punishment,
even of the greatest crimes; for it is no less terrible to the
criminals than death, and they deem the preservation of
them in servitude to be more for the interest of the state
than killing them. Their labour is more beneficial to the
public than their death .could be; and the sight of their
misery is a more lasting terror to others, than that of their
death.

If their slaves will not bear their yoke nor submit to the
labour prescribed them, but rebel, they are treated as wild
beasts, not to be kept in order by a prison or chains; and
are at last put to death. But those who bear their punish-
ment -patiently, and appear to be more troubled by their
crimes than their sufferings, are not without hope that in
the end, either the prince by his prerogative, or the people
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by their intercession, will restore them to liberty, or at least.
greatly mitigate their slavery.

Who tempts a woman to adultery is no less severely
punished than he who commits the crime. They deem a
deliberate design to commit a crime equal to the'actual
perpetration of it; since its not taking effect diminisheth
not the guilt of him who miscarried in his attempt.

They take great pleasure in fools. It is esteemed base
and unbecoming to use them ill, and they think it not amiss
for people to divert themselves with their folly, and that it
is an advantage to the fools. For were men so morose and
severe as not to be at all amused with their ridiculous be-
haviour and foolish sayings (which is all they can do to re-
commend themselves to others), it could not be expected
that they would be so well provided for, nor so tenderly
used, as otherwise.

Should any man reproach another for being mishapen, or
imperfect in any part of his body, it would be thbught no
reflection on the person so treated, but scandalous in him
who had upbraided another with what he could not pre-
vent. ' ’

- It is thought a mark of a sluggish and sordid mind, not
to preserve natural beauty with care; but it is infamous
among them to paint. They all see that no beauty recom-
mendeth a wife to her husband so strongly as her probity

P2
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and obedience ; few only are attracted by beauty, but the
other excellencies charm the whole world.

As they terrify from the commission of crimes, by pu-

nishments, they invite to the practice of virtue by public

honours. They erect statues in their market-places to the
memory of such as have deserved well of their country, to
perpetuate the remembrance of their actions, and be an in-
citement to posterity to follow their example.

If a man aspire ambitiously to any office, he loseth it
for certain. They live in loving intercourse with each other,
the magistrates never behaving either insolently or cruelly
to the people. They affect rather to be called fathers, and
by really being such, well merit the appellation. The
people pay them all marks of honour, the more freely be-
cause none are exacted from them. The prince himself
hath no distinction either of garments or a crown; a sheaf

of corn only is carried before him, and a wax-light before
" the high-priest.

They have few laws, and such is their constitution, they
require not many. They much condemn other countries,
whose laws, with the commentaries on them, swell so many
volumes ; esteeming it unreasonable to oblige men to obey

a body of laws so large and intricate, as not to be read and
. understood by every subject.

They bave no lawyers among them. For they esteen
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them a class, whose profession it is to disguise matters, and
to writhe the laws. Therefore they think it much better
that every man should plead his own cause, and trust it to
the judge, as elsewhere the client trusteth it to his coun-
sellor. By this plan they avoid many delays, and find out
the truth with more certainty. For after the parties have
opened the merits of the cause without the artifices of law-
yers, the judge examines the matter and supports the sim-
plicity of those well-meaning persons whom otherwise the
crafty would run down. And thus they avoid those evils
which appear so remarkable in those countries which labour
under a vast load of laws.

Every one of them is skilled in their law. Itis a very
short study, and the plainest meaning of which words are
capable, is ever the sense of it. They argue thus. All
laws are promulgated that every man may know his duty.
Therefore the plainest construction of words is, what ought
to be put upon them. A more refined exposition could not
easily be comprehended, and would only make the laws
useless to the greater part of mankind, especially to those
who most need the guidance of them. It is the same thing,
whether you make no law at all, or couch it in terms of
which, without a quick apprehension and much study, men

cannot find out the true meaning; for the gemerality of

mankind are so dull and so busied in their avocp;tions, that
they have neither the leisure nor capacity requisite for such

an inquiry.
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Some of their neighbours, who long ago, by the assistance
of the Utopians, shook off the yoke of tyranny, being
struck with the virtue they observed among them, have
come -to desire magistrates of them, some changing them -
yearly, others every five years. Wdhen they change them,
it is with strong expressions of honour and esteem; and
in this they seem to have hit upon a very good expedient
for their own happiness and safety. Since the good or ill
condition of a country dependeth so much on. its magis-
trates, they could not have made a better choice than-men
whom no advantages can bias. Wealth is of no use to
them, who must so soon return to their.own country; and
being strangers among them, no party interests can agitate
them. When public- judicatories are swayed by avarice
or partiality, justice, the grand sinew of society, is lost.

The Utopians call those who ask magistrates from them,
neighbours ; but those to whom they have rendered more
particular services, friends. While all other nations are per-
petually making and breaking leagues, they never enter in-
to alliance with any state. They think leagues useless, and
believe, that if the common ties of humanity knit men not
together, the faith of promises will have little effect. They
are the more confirmed.in this by what they see of the na-
tions around them, who are no strict observers of leagues
and treaties.

We know how reﬁgiously they are observed in Europe.
Where the christian doctrine is received, they are particu-
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larly sacred and inviolable. This is partly owing to the jus-
tice and goodness of the princes themselves, and partly to
the reverence they pay the popes. Who, being most reli-
gious observers of their own promises, exhort all other
princes to perform theirs ; and when gentler methods pre-
vail not, they compel them to it by the severity of the pas- -
toral censure ; thinking it would be the height of indecency,
if men distinguished by the title, the faithful, should not
religiously observe the faith of treaties.

But in that new-found world, which is not less distant
from us in point of situation than in the manners of its in-
habitants, there is no relying on leagues though they were
made with all the pomp of the most sacred ceremonies.
On the contrary, they are on this account the sooner broken.
Some slight pretence is found in the words of the treaty
(purposely couched in such ambiguous terms, as never so |
strictly to bind but that a loop-hole remains), and thus they !
break both their leagues and their faith. This is practised
with such impudence, that those very men who pride them-
selves in having suggested such expedients to their princes,
would ‘declaim scornfully against such craft, or (to speak
plainer) such fraud and deceit, if they found individuals
‘practising it in their bargains; and would not scruple to
say, they deserve to be hanged. '

Thus it is that justice passeth for a low-spirited-and vul-
gar virtue, far beneath the dignity of royal greatness; or
at least there are two kinds of it. The one is mean and

[
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becomes only the lower orders, therefore must be restrain-
ed that it break not its proper bounds. The other is the
virtue of princes, which is more majestic than that which
becomes the rabble, therefore takes a freer range; and law-
ful and unlawful are measured only by pleasure and in-
terest. These practices of their neighbouring princes, who
make so little account of their faith, seem to have deter- .
mined the Utopians to engage in no confederacies. Per-
haps they would change their minds if they lived among
“us.

Yet though treaties were more religiously observed, they
would dislike the practice of making them, because the
world proceedeth therein on a false maxim,—as if there
was no natural tie between two nations, perhaps separated
only by a mountain or a river, and that all were born in a
state of hostility, and might lawfully do all the mischief to
their neighbours, against which there is no provision made
by treaties ; and that when treaties are made, they cut not
off the enmity, or restrain the licence of preying on each
other, if from want of skill in expressing them, no effectual
proviso be made! They, on the contrary, maintain, that
no man is to be esteemed our enemy who hath never in-
jured us; that the partnership of human nature is instead
of a league, and that kindness and good nature unite men
more strongly than any compact whatever, since the en-

gagements of the heart are stronger than the obligation of
words. ,
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They detest war, as brutal, and which, to the reproach
of human nature, is more practised by man than by any
beast. In opposition to the sentiment of almost every other
country, they think nothing more inglorious than the glory

gained by war. Therefore, though they accustom them-

selves daily to military exercises and discipline, in which
also their women are trained (that in cases of need they
may not be quite useless), yet engage they not rashly in
war; but only to defend themselves or their friends from
aggression, or to assist the oppressed in shaking off the
yoke of tyranny. They help their friends in offensive as
well as defensive wars ; but never without having been con-
sulted before the breach was made, being satisfied as to the
gi'ounds. and finding every effort of accommodation vain.

They think war just, when a nation encroaches on the
territory of its neighbour by public authority and bears
away spoil ; or when merchants are oppressed in a strange
country, under pretence of unjust laws, or by the distortion
of good ones, The latter they reckon the juster cause, be-
cause injury is done under the semblance of law. This was
the sole ground of the war in which they engaged with the
Nephelogetes against the Alaopolitans, a little before our
time. The merchants of the former, having, as they thought,

experienced great injustice among the latter, it produced a

terrible war, in which many neighbouring states were en-

gaged, By their inveteracy and power, they shook some

very flourishing states, and greatly distressed others; and

after a series of much mischief, the Alaopolitans, greatly
Vor. 1., : R
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superior before the war to their enemies, were subdued
and enslaved. But thaugh the Utopians assisted the Ne~
phelogetes in the war, they pretended to no share of the
spail.

Thaugh they assist, with such alacrity and vigour, their
friends, in redressing the injuries they have received of this
;nture; if such offences were committed against them-
selves, provided no violence was offered to their persons,
the only resentment they would shew on being refused sa-
tisfaction, would be to avoid trading with the effenders.
This is not because they consider their meighbours as of
mere consequence than their own citizens. Bat, since their
neighbours trade every one with his ewn capital, fraud is
a more sensible injury to them than to the Utopians, with
whom the public only suffers in such a case.

As they expect nothing in veturn for the merchandize
they export, but what they abound in and is of little use
to them, the loss little affects them. They think therefore
it would be too severe, to revenge a loss attended with se
little inconvenience to their lives or their subsistence, with
the death of many. But if any of their people be either
killed or wounded undeservedly, whether it be done by
public autherity or by individuals, as soon as they hear of
it, they send ambsssadors and demand that the offenders
. be given up. If this be denied, they declare -war; but if
complied with, the guilty are condemned to death of
slavery.

]
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'They would be ashamed of a bloody victory over their
enemies, thinking it would be as foolish a purchase as the
costliest effects at a very exorbitant price. In none do they
glory so much, as in that which is gained by skill and con-
duct without bloodshed. In such cases they appoint pub-.
lic triumphs and erect trophies, in honour of the success-
ful. For then do they esteem man to act suitably to his
nature, when he conquereth his enemy, as no creature but
wran could conquer—by his understanding. Bears, lions,
boars, wolves, dogs, and all other animals; use their bodily
strength against each other, In this and in ferecity, many
of them excel man,—but all are subdved by his reason.

Their only design i waris, to ebtain that by force, which,
had it been conceded to them in time, would have prévent-
ed the war; or, if this cannot be aceomplished, so severe-
ly to reprimand those who have injured them, that they
may be deterred from a repetition of their conduct, It is
palpable that fame or vain glory are not their objects, but
@ just regard to theiy own seenrity,

As soon as they declare war, they eauss a number of
hand.bills, sealed with their seal, to be displayed in the
most conspicuons parts of their enemies’ country, They
/' ave secretly conveyed and: produced:in many places at the
same time, Jn these they offer great rewards te such as
shall kill the' prinee, and proportional, ones in: regard to
other instigators of: the war ; doubling the sum if they be
delivered alive into their hands, and offering not only in-

Q2
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demnity, but rewards to such of the marked persons as
will act against their country. Thus the persons named;
become not only distrustful of their fellow-citizens, but
jealous of each other, and distracted between fear and
danger. For it hath frequently occurred, that many of them,.
and even the prince himself, . have been betrayed by those:
they most trusted..

These rewards offered by the Utopians are so immense;
that there is no crime to which men cannot be induced by
them. They consider the risk which those run who under--
take such services, and recompence them ia proportion to.
the danger,—offering not only vast treasures of gold, but
large estates in other countries in amity with them, which
they may enjoy in great security. And they observe most.
religiously the promises they make of this nature..

They greatly approve this mode of corrupting their ene-
mies, though others think it base and crnel. They deem it
a wise course, for ending, what might otherwise be a tedi-
ous war, without hazarding a battle. They think it also
an act of mercy and leve to mankind, to prevent, by the
death of a few of the most guilty, the great slaughter on
either side which must otherwise ensue in the war; and that
by so doing, they are kind even to their enemies, and com--
miserate them no less than themselves; well knowing, that -
most of them engage not in the war of their own accord,
but are driven into it by the passions of their prince.
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If this method succeed not, they sow contention among
their enemies, and endeavour to animate the prince’s bro-
ther or some of the nobility to aspire to the crown. And
if they cannot disunite them by domestic broils, they en-
gage their neighbours against them, making them renew
some antiquated pretension or other, which are never want-
ing to princes when they have occasion for them. These
they supply plentifully with meney, though but very spar-
ingly with troops; for they would not willingly exchange
one of their own subjects for even the prince of their ene-
my’s country. Keeping their gold and silver for such an
occasion only, when it offers itself, they freely part with it,
since it would be no inconvenience to them did they re-
serve none for themselves ; for beside their wealth at home
they have-a vast treasure abroad, many nations around
them being deeply in their debt. They therefore hire sol-
diers everywhere for carrying on their wars, but chiefly
among the Zapolets, 500 miles eastward of Utopia.

This is a rude and fierce people, delighting in the woods
and rocks among which they were born and bred. Proof
against heat, cold, and labour, and ignorant of the deli-
cacies of life, they devote not their attention to agricul- -
ture, and are indifferent as to their clothing and habitation.
Cattle is their only regard. Hunting and rapine chiefly
supply their wants, and they may be called the very soul
of war. They watch every opportunity of engaging in it,
and eagerly embrace such as present themselves. Numbers
of them frequently go forth, and offer themselves on very
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low pay' to such as will employ them. They know no art of ]

life but what tends to its destruction. They serve with great
courage 3nd fidelity, but will not engage themselves for any
fixed time.

Their agreements are so made, that they may go over to
the enemy the following day if they offer them more pay;
and they will perhaps return the day after at a still higher
advance. There are few wars in which they canstitute not
a main foroe on either side. Thus it often happens that re.
lations and friends kill one another, being hired for a little
money by princes of different interests ; and such regard
have they for money, that they are easily wrought upon by
the difference of a penny a~day to change sides, Yet thig
very money is of little use to them ; for, what they thus buy
with their blood, they soon afterward waste in luxury, which,
with them, is of a wmiserable kind.

These people are ready to serve the Utopians against
any other nation, for they pay higher than any. And, the
maxim of the Utopians being, %o seelk the best men for
home, and to use the worst for the carnage of war, they
hire these, by the offer of great rewards, to expose theme
selves to every haazard, from which most ef them return
not, to claim- the rewards, Yet they fulfil their engage«
ments most religiously to such as escape, which animates
them to adventuring anew, whenever aceasion requires,
And the Utopians are not at all conserned at the number
which-falls ; esteeming it a. service to- mankind to deliver
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them from such a vile and abominable race, the very sink
of humanity. :

Beside these, they are served in their wars by the pet-
sons on whose account they undertake them, and by auxi-
kiaries from their other friends ; adding a few of their own
people, and sending a commander-in-chief of apptoved
valour. Twe are sent with him, who are only privates dur-
mg his command. But should he be killed or taken, the
first succeeds him ; and if the misfortune recur, the third
takes the command. Thie provision is made, that such
accidents as befal their generals may not endanger their

When they draw-out troops of their own, they take such
from every city as offer themselves voluntarily, using no
eompulsion ; for they think if any man be impressed who
wanteth courage, he will not only be ineffective, but his
cowardice may dishearten others. I, however, their coun-
try be invaded, they use such men, if they be strong, though
not brave. They either send them aboard their ships or
plant them on their town-walls, that they may not fly ; and
shame, the heat of action, or impdssibility of escape bear-
ing down their fear, they often make a virtue of necessity
and behave well.

Forcing no man to esgage in a foreign war against his
will, they prevent not these women who are willing to ac-
company their husbands, but encourage and applaud them;

|
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and they often stand nearest their husbands in the front of
the battle. They also place together parents and children,
kindred, and allies; that those who have by nature the
strongest ties for assisting each other, may be nearest and
readiest to do so. It is matter of reproach among them if
husband or wife survive each other, or the child its parent;
they therefore fight to the last while a foe opposes them.

Although they adopt every prudent mean of avoiding
~ to hazard their own men, and of devolving the danger on
their mercenaries, yet if it become necessary for themselves
to engage, they charge with as much courage as they be-
fore avoided action with prudence. Nor is it merely a
fierce onset, but increases by degrees ; and as they continue
in action they grow more obstinate and press harder on the
enemy, insomuch that they will rather perish than give
ground. For the certainty which they feel, that their child-
ren will be well taken care of when they are dead, relieves
them from the anxiety which often overcomes men of cour-
age in the hour of battle, and the resolution which animates
them is noble and invincible, -

Their skill in military affairs increases their courage, and
the sentiments instilled in their minds in youth according
to the laws of their country, give them additional vigour.
They neither undervalue life so as to throw it away prodi-
gally, nor are they so indecently fond of it as to preserve
it by base and unbecoming means. In the heat of action,
the bravest of their youth single-out the enemy’s general,
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set on him openly or in ambuscade, pursue him every-
where, and when exhausted are relieved by others who
never cease from the pursuit; attacking him hand to hand,
or with missile weapons, as the occasion requires, and with
such determination, that unless he secure himself by flight, -
they seldom fail at last to kill or take him prisoner.

When they have gained a victory, they kill as few as
possible, - being much more bent on taking many prisoners
than on destroying those who fly before them. Nor do
they ever allow their men to pursue the enemy, without
preserving one battalion entire; so that, had they been
compelled to engage the last of them to gain the day, they
would rather let the enemy all escape, then pursue them
when their own army was in disorder. They well remem-
ber what hath often befallen themselves. When their main
body hath been broken, and the enemy, imagining the
victory obtained, hath irregularly pursued, a reserve of
them, falling on their disordered chase, hath turned the
fortune of the day and wrested a victory from them which
they thought certain,  *

It is diicult to say whether they be more expert in pre-
paring or escaping ambush. Sometimes they appear to fly
when it is far from their design; and when they intend to
give ground, it is very difficult to discover their purpose.
Be they ill-posted, or likely to be overpowered by num-
bers, they silently march off in the night, or delude the
enemy by stratagem. Retire they by day, it is in such or~

Vor. II. ’ R
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der, that it would be no less dangerous to attack them in
retreat than on march.

They fortify their camp with a large deep trench, and

throw-up the earth for a wall. Not their slaves alone, but

the whole army works at it, save those who are upon guard.
Thus a great line and a strang fortification are finished in
a time scarcely credible. Their armour is very strong, yet

light for marching, so that they can even swim in it, which

art, all who are trained to war practise. Horse as well as
foot make frequent use of arrows, and are very expert with
them. They have no swords, but fight with a poll-ax which is
sharp and heavy, and with which they thrust-at or strike-
down their enemy. They are very clever at inventing war-

like engines, and disguise them so well, that the enemy-

feels before he perceives the use of them, and cannot guard
against their design. Their chief consideration in them is,

" that they may be carried and managed with ease.

If they make a truce, they observe it so religiously, that
no provocations will induce them to break it. They never
lay-waste their enemies’ country, nor burn their corn; and
in their very march take all possible care that neither horse
nor foot may trample it, for they know not but they may
want it themselves. They hurt no man whom they find
disarmed, except he be a spy. When a town surrenders,

“they take it into their protection. When they carry a place
by storm, they never plunder it, but put those only to the
sword who opposed the surrender of it, and make the rest
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of the garrison slaves. To the other inhabitants they do
no hurt. And if any of them advised the surrender, they
give them good rewards from the estates of the condemned,
distributing the rest among their auxiliary troops; but them-
selves take no share of the spoil.

When a war is ended, they require not of their friends
the reimbursement of their expence, but obtain it of the
-conquered, either in money, which they reserve for the
next occasion, or in land, from which a constant revenue
- is to be paid them. By accumulation, the revenue they
now derive in this way from several countries, exceeds
700,000 ducats per annum. They send some of their own
people to receive these revenues, who have orders to live -
‘with the magnificence of princes, by which they expend
.much of it in the place; and they either bring the rest to
Utopia, or lend it to the country it belonged to. This last
is their common custom, unless some great occasion (which
happens very rarely) should oblige them to call for it all.
It is from these lands that they assign rewards to such as
they engage in desperate attempts,

If any prince at war with them pr()poses to invade their
country, they prevent him by making his country the seat
of war. For they very unwillingly suffer any war in their
own island, and should that happen, they would defend
themselves without calling in the aid of auxiliary troops.

Various religions abound in different parts of the island,
R 2
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and even in every town. Some worship the sun, others the
moon, or one of the planets. Others again worship such
men as have been eminent for virtue or glory, not only as
ordinary deities, but as the Supreme God. Yet the greater

and wiser part, adore one eternal, invisible, infinite, in-

comprehensible Deity ; as a being far above all our appre-
hensions, who is spread over the whole universe, not in ma-~
terial substance, but in power and virtue. They call him
the FATHER oF ALL, and acknowledge that the begin-
ning, increase, progress, vicissitudes, and end of all things
arise from him; nor do they offer divine honours to any
other.

Indeed, though they differ in other things, yet all agree
in thinking there is one Supreme Being who made and go-
verns the world, whom, in their language, they call Mithrass
One thinks the God he worships is. this Supreme Being,
another that his idol is that God ; but all agree that, who-
ever is this Supreme Being, he is also that great essence, to
whose glory and majesty all honours are ascribed by the
consent of all nations.

By degrees they abandon their various superstitions and
unite in the religton which is best and most esteemed. And
there can be no doubt but that all the others had long ago
vanished, had not, whatever accident happened to those
who advised them to lay aside their superstitions, been con-
sidered as inflicted by heaven, and created a dread, that
the God whose worship had been neary abandoned had



-interposed, and had revenged himself on those who de-

spised his authority.

When they had heard from us the doctrine, course of
life, and miracles of Christ, and the wonderful constancy
of so many martyrs, whose blood, so willingly offered-up
by them, contributed to the spreading of their religion over
a vast number of nations, it is not to be imagined how in-
clined they were to receive it. I will not determine whe-
ther this proceeded from divine inspiration, or from: the

‘notion of a community of goods, so peculiar and dear to
-them ; since they- perceived that Christ and his followers

lived by that rule, and that it was still maintained in some
communities among the sincerest Christians. However that

be, many of them came over to eur religion and were ini-

;tiated in ® by baptsm. But two of cur number were

dead, and none of the four survivors were in priests or-
ders ; we could therefore only baptize them, and to our
great regret they could net partake of the other sacraments,
only to be administered by priests. ‘They are, however,
instructed concerning them, and vehemently long for them.
They disputed among themselves, whether one chosen by
them to be a priest, would not thereby be qualified to per-
form every office of one, though he derived no authority
from the pope ; and they seemed resolved to make an elec~
tion for that purpose, but had not done it when I left

them.

These who do not embrace our religion, deter none from ‘
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so doing, and use none ill who become converts to it. While
I was there, one man only was punished on this occasion.
Being newly baptized, notwithstanding all we could say to
the contrary, he disputed publicly concerning the Christian
religion with more zeal than discretion; and with such
-heat, that he not only preferred our worship to theirs, but
condemned all their rites as profane, crying out against all
who adhered to them as impious and sacrilegious, to be
condemned to everlasting flames. On his having frequent-
ly preached in this manner, he was taken up, tried, and
banished, not for having disparaged their religion, but for
. inflaming the people to sedition ; for it is one of their old=
st laws, that no man is to be punished for his religion.

‘Utopus understood, that before his coming among them,
the inhabitants had been engaged in serious quarrels con-
cerning religion. By this they were so divided among them-
selves, that, every party fighting by itself, he found it easy
to conquer them. This done, he made a law that every
man might be of what religion he pleased, and might en-
deavour to draw others to his persuasion by argument,
friendship, and modest demeanour, without bitterness against
those of other opinions ; but any using other force than
that of persuasion, or using reproaches or violence, were to
‘be condemned to banishment or slavery.

This law was made by Utopus, not only to preserve the
public peace, which he saw suffered much by daily con-
tentions and irreconcilable sects, but because he thought
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the interest of religion itself required it. He judged it
wrong to lay down any thing rashly ; and seemed to doubt

-whether those different forms. of religion might not all pro-

ceed from God, who might inspire men. in a different man-
ner, and be pleased with the variety. He therefore thought
it indecent and foolish for any man to threaten and terrify
another, to make him believe- what did not strike him as
true. Supposing only one religion to be true and the rest
false, he imagined that the innate force of truth would at.
last break forth and shine with splendour, if supported on-
ly by the strength of reasoning, and attended to by a docile
and unprejudiced mind. On the other hand, were such
debates carried on with violence and tumult, since the
most wicked. are ever the most obstinate, the best and holi-
est religion might be choked with superstition, as corn is.
with thorns and briars..

He therefore left men free, to believe as they saw cause ;:.
making only a solemn and severe law against those who
should so far degenerate from the dignity of human nature,
as to suppose our souls died with our bodies, or that the
world was governed by chance, without a wise directing
providence. For they all formerly believed that there is a
state of rewards and punishments after this life ; and they
now esteem those who think otherwise as unfit to be ac-
counted men, degrading so noble a-being as the soul of
man, and ranking it with the beast. They look upon such.
men as totally unfit for human society, or to be citizens of
a well-ordered commonwealth, since, with such principles,
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as oft as they dare, they will despise all their laws and

_ customs; there being no doubt, that one who feareth no-

thing but the law, and apprehendeth nothing after death,
will not scruple to break through all the laws of his coun-
try by fraud or force, when by so doing he can satisfy his
appetites.

They never raise any who entertain such opinions, either
to honours or offices, nor do they employ them in any pub-
lic trust, but despise them as men of base and sordid minds.
Yet do they not punish them. For they lay it down as a
maxim, that man cannot make himself believe any thing
he pleases, nor do they drive any by threats to dissemble
their thoughts. Thus, men are not tempted to lie, or to
disguise their opinions, which (being a kind of fraud) is
abhorred by the Utopians. They take care indeed to pre-
vent their disputing in defence of these opinions, especial-
1y before the common people. But they suffer, nay, even
encourage them, to dispute of them in private with their-
priests and other grave men, being confident they will be
cured of their madness, by the conviction which their rea-
son will receive.

There be many of them who run deeply into the other
extreme, though it is not thought a bad or a very unrea-
sonable opinion, and is therefore not at all discouraged.
These think the souls of beasts immortal, though far in-
ferior to the dignity of the human soul, and incapable of
so great happiness. '
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They are nearly all of them firmly persuaded that good
men will be infinitely happy in another state. Therefore,
though they be compassionate to the sick, they lament no
man’s death, unless they see him loath to part with life.
This they esteem a very bad presage; as if the soul, con-
scious of guilt, and hopeless, feared to leave the body from
some prepossession of approaching misery. They think a
man’s appearance before God cannot be acceptable to him,
who, being called, goeth not cheerfully, but is backward, un-
willing, and as it were dragged to it. They are struck with
horror when they see any die in this manner; and carrying
them out in silence and sorrow, praying God to be mer-
ciful to the errors of the departed soul, they inter them.

But when they die cheerfully and full of hope, they
mourn not, but sing hymns when they carry out their bo--
dies, commending their souls very earnestly to God. Their.
whole behaviour then, is rather grave than sad. They burn
the body, and erect a pillar where the pile was made, with
an inscription to the honour of the deceased. When they
return from the funeral, they discourse of his good life and
worthy actions, but speak of nothing oftner, or with meore
pleasure, than of his serenity at the hour of death. They
think such respect, paid to the memory of good men, to.
be, as well the greatest incitement to others to follow their
example, as the most acceptable worship which can be of«
fered themselves. For they believe, that though, by the
mmperfection of human eyes, they be invisible to us, yet

Vor. 1L S
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they are present among us and hear our discourses con-
cerning themselves. .

They deem it inconsistent with the happiness of departed
souls, not 1o be at liberty to range where they please, and
imagine them incapable of the ingratitude of not desiring
to see those friends with whom they lived on earth in the
strictest bonds of love and kindness. Beside, they are per-
suaded, that good men, after death, have these affections
and all other good dispositions, increased rather than di-
minished ; and therefore conclude, they aré still present to
the living, and observe all they say and do. Hence, they
engage in every pursuit with greater confidence, trusting to
their protection ; while the same opinion of the presence of
their ancestors is a restraint, which prevents their engaging
in ill designs.

They ridicule and despise aunguries, and the other vain
and superstitious modes of divination, so much observed
‘in other countries.” But they have great reverence for such
miracles as cannot proceed from any natural cause, esteem~
ing them indications and effects of the presence of the Su-
preme Being, of which they say many instances have oc-
curred among them ; and that sometimes their public pray-
ers, which, on momentous occasions, they have solemnly
put up to God with confidence of being heard, have been
answered in a miraculous manner. They deem the con-
templation of God in his works, and the adoration of him
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for their excellence, to be tributes highly acceptable to
the Deity. .

There be many among them who, from a religious mo-
tive, neglect learning, and apply themselves to no study
whatever. Nor do they allow themselves any leisure, but
are perpetually occupied ; believing, that by the good which
a man doth, he secureth to himself that happiness which
comes after death. Some of these visit the sick; others
mend highways, clean ditches, repair bridges, or dig turf,
gravel, or stones. Others fell and cleave timber, and bring
wood, corn, and other necessaries, on carts into their towns.
Nor do these serve the public only, but individuals, and
that more than the slaves themselves. For, if there be any-
where a rough, difficult, and sordid undertaking, from which
most are deterred by its labour and loathsomeness, if not
the despair of accomplishing it, they voluntarily and cheer-
fylly take it in -hand, thereby greatly easing others, and
prescribing to themselves a life of hard labour, yet without
valuing themselves upon it, or diminishing the credit of
others to increase their own. And the lower they stoop . in
such servile occupations, the more are they esteemed by
all,

There be two kinds of these people. Some live in single-
ness and chastity, and abstain from flesh. Thus weaning
themselves from all the pleasures of this life (which they
account hurtful), they. pursue, even by the most difficult .
and painful methods possible, that bliss which they hope

‘ S 2
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for hereafter ; and the nearer they approach it, the mora
cheerful and earnest are their endeavours after it.

Another kind of them, though they be no less sollicitous

of toil, yet they prefer the married to the single state.

These deny not themselves the comforts of that state, and
think the propagation of their species is a debt they owe
to human nature and their country. Nor do they avoid
any pleasure which hindereth not labour, and eat flesh the
~more willingly as it recruits them for it. The Utopians
esteem this the wiser sect, but the other the more holy,
They would indeed laugh at any one, who on mere rational
principles would prefer the single to the married state, or
a life of labour to onc of ease ; but they ever admire and
reverence such as do it from religious motives, there being
nothing in which they are more cautious, than in deciding
rashly on that subject. Those, therefore, who lead these
severe lives, are called in their language Buthrescas, which
answers to our term rehgwus orders.

Their priests are men of eminent piety, and therefore
few in number. = For there are only thirteen in every town,
one for every temple. But when they go to war, seven of
these attend them, and seven more are chosen in their
place, the former reassuming their office on their return,
and those whe served in their absence attending on the
high-priest (who presideth over the rest) till vacancies oc~
~ cur by death. 'Fhey ate chosen by thg people in the same
 mannper as the magistrates, by sﬁﬂ'r‘a}l, privily given, to
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prevent faction ; and when chosen, they are consecrated
by the college of priests. The care of every thing sacred,
the worship of God, and a due inspection into the man-
ners of the people, are committed to them. It is a re-
proach to be sent for by any of them, or to be spoken to
by them in private, it ever creating suspicion. Yet they
have only to admonish the people, for the power of punish-
ing offences resteth entirely with the prince and other ma-
gistrates.

The severest thing the priest doth, is to exclude those
who are desperately wicked from joining in their worship ;
and no kind of punishment is more dreaded by them. It
loads them with infam; and fills them with secret horror;
such is their reverence of their religion! Nor will their bo-
dies remain long exempt from their share of suffering. For
if they do not very soon satisfy the priest of the sincerity
of their repentance, they are seized by the senate and pu-
nished for their impiety. . |

The education of youth is in the hands of the priests.
They are less solicitous of instructing them in letters, than
of forming aright their minds and manners. They use all
possible means of infusing very early into the tender and |
flexible minds of children, such opinions as are both good |
in themselves, and will be useful to their country. For,
when deep impressions of this kind are made at such an
age, they follow man through life, and conduce materially
* to the tranquillity of the state in which he lives, which may
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suffer from nothing more than from the vices arising from
bad sentiments. Their priests, if they be not women (for
that sex is not excluded from the office, though rarely
chosen, and then not unless she be a widow and old), have
for their wives the most excellent women in the country.

None of the magistrates have greater respect shewn them
than the priests ; and should they commit any crime they
would not be questioned about it, their punishment being
left to God and their consciences. For the Utopians deem
it unlawful to lay hands on any man, how wicked soever,
who hath been particularly dedicated tp God. Nor find
they any considerable inconvenience in this ; for, having so
few priests, and those chosen with much caution, it must
be very unusual to find one, who was raised to such a dig-
nity merely from his virtue and goodness, degenerating in-
to corruption and vice. Even should such a thing happen, .
for man is changeable, yet the smallness of their number,
and their having no authority but what arises from the re-
spect paid them, nothing of consequence can happen to
the public from the indemnity they enjoy. '

They have so few of them, lest numbers sharing in the
honour, the dignity of the order, so highly esteemed by
them, might sink in reputation. They also think it diffi-
cult to find many of such exalted goodness, as to be equal
to that dignity which demands the exercise of more than
common virtue. Nor are these priests in less veneration
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among neighbouring nations, as you may imagine by what
I am going to relate. ’

When the Utopians engage in war, the priests who ac-
company them to the battle, apparelled in their sacred
vestments, kneel during the action near the field, and pray
first for peace, next for victary to their side, and lastly for
little effusion of blood on either side. Is the victory in
their favour, they run in among their troops to resttain their
fury. If any of the enemy see or call to them, they are
preserved ; and such as can touch their garments, have not
only their lives but their fortunes secured to them. On
this account, all neighbouring nations consider them with
such reverence, that they have frequently been no less able
to save their own men from the fury of the enemy. For it
‘hath sometimes happened, when their army hath been in
disorder and flying, and the enemy running to the slaughter
and spoil, the priests have interfered, separated them, and
stopped the effusion of blood ; and a peace hath been con-
cluded on reasonable terms. Nor is there any nation about
them so fierce or barbarous, as not to reckon the persons
of the priests sacred and inviolable.

The first and last day of the month and of the year, is
with them a festival. They measure their months by the
course of the moon, and their years by that of the sun.
The first days are called in their language Cynemcrnes,
and the last Trapemernes, which terms answer in our lan-
guage to the festivals which begin and end the season.
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They have magnificent temples, nobly built and spaci-
ous, which is the more necessary as they have so few of
them. These are somewhat dark within, which proceeds
from no error in the building, but is done with design. For
their priests are of opinion that too much light dissipates
the thoughts, while a more moderate degree concentrates.
the mind and raises devotion.

Though there be many different forms of religion among
them, all agree in the main point of worshipping the di-
vine essence. Therefore there is nothing to be seen or
heard in their temples, in which the several persuasions.
among them may not agree. For every sect performs the
ritcs peculiar to it in their private houses, and there is no-
thing in the public worship which contradicts their pecu-
liarities. There are no images of God in their temples,
therefore every one may represent him to his thoughts in
his own way ; nor do they use for him any other name than
Mithras, their term in common for the divine essence,
‘whatever otherwise they think of it; nor have they any
forms of prayer, but such as every one of them may use
without prejudice to his private opinion.

They meet in their temples on the eve of the festivak

/ concluding a month or year, and before breaking their fast,
" thank God for their prosperity during that peried. The
next day they meet there again early, to pray for the same
prosperity during the period on which they then enter.
Before they go to the temple, wives and children kneel to
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their husbands and parents, confess every thing in which
they have erred or failed in their duty, and beg pardon for -
it. Thus all petty dissatisfactions in families are removed,
and they can offer their devotions with serenity and pure-
aess of mind. For they hold it, a great impiety to enter
upon them with disturbed thoughts, or with a conscious-
ness of bearing hatred or anger to any one ; and that they
should become liable to severe punishment, if they presum-
ed to offer sacrifices without cleansing their hearts and re-
conciling every difference.

In the temples the sexes are separated, the men going to
the right and the women to the left. Males as well as fe-
males place themselves before the master or mistress of the
family to which they belong, that those who have the go-
vernment of them at home may see their deportment in
public. They mingle the young with the old, lest, being
apart, they might trifle away that time in which they ought
to form in themselves that religious awe of the Supreme
Being, which is the strongest and nearly the sole incite-
ment to virtue.

They offer no living creature in sacrifice ; not thinking it
suitable to the Divine Being, by whose bounty these crea-
tures have their lives, to take pleasure in their deaths, or
the offering their blood. They burn incense and other sweet
odours, and burn a number of waxen lights during their
worship. And this, not from any imagination that such
oblations can add any thing to the Divine Nature, which

Vou. II. T
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even prayers cannot, but it is a harmless and pure mode of
worship ; and these sweet savours and lights, with some
other ceremonies, by a secret and unaccountable virtue,
elevate man’s soul, and inspire him with energy and cheer-
fulness during divine worship.

The people appear in the temples in white garments,
but the vestments of the priests are party-coloured, and the
‘work as well as the colours are bighly curious. They are
made of no rich materials, for neither are they embroider-
ed, nor beset with precious stones ; but they are composed
of the plumage of birds, with such art, that the real value
of them exceedeth the costliest materials. They say, that
in the disposition of these plumes, some dark mysteries are
represented, which descend n a secret tradition among
their priests ; being a kind of hieroglyphic, reminding them
of the blessings derived from God, and of their duty to
him and their neighbour.

When the priest appears in these garments, they all fall
prostrate to the ground with such reverence and silence,
that a spectator cannot but be struck, as if it was an ef-
fect of some supernatural appearance. After being for
some time in this pesture, they all stand up, on a sign given
by the priest, and sing hymns to the honour of God, mu-
sical instruments playing the while. These are of a form
totally differing from those used ameng us ; many are much
sweeter, others not to be eompared to ours. Yet in one
thing they very much excel us. Al their music, voeal as
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well as instrumental, imitates and expresses the passions.
It is so well adapted to every occasion, that, be the sub-
ject deprecation, gladness, soothing, trouble, mourning, or
anger, the music gives such a lively impression of what is
represented, as wonderfully to affect and kindle the pas-
sions, and work the sentiments deeply into the hearts of

the hearers.

This done, priests and people offer very solemn prayers
to God in a set form of words; which are so composed,
that whatever is pronounced by the whole assembly may
be applied by any individual to himself. In these they ac- -
knowledge God to be the author and governor of the world,
and the fountain of all the good they receive; they there-
~ fore offer him their thanksgiving. In particular, they bless
him that they are born under the happiest government in
the world, and are of a religious persuasion which they
hope. is the truest of all others. Be they mistaken, and
there is a better government, or a religion more acceptable
to him, they implore his goodness to let them know it;
vowing that they resolve to follow him whithersoever he
leadeth, But if their government be the best and_their re-
ligion the truest, they pray that he may strengthen them
therein, and bring all the world to the same rules of life
and the same opinions of himself; unless, in his unsearch-
able wisdom, he be pleased with a variety of religions.

‘Then they pray that God .may give them an easy pass-
age at last to himself. They presume not to limit how ear-
T 2
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ly or late it should be ; but if a wish may be formed, with-
out derogating from his supreme authority, they desire to
be quickly delivered and taken to him, though by the most
terrible death, rather than to be long detained from seeing
him by the most prosperous life. This prayer ended, they
all fall down again to the ground, and after a short pause
rise, go home to dinner, and spend the rest of the day im
diversion or military exercise.

Thus have I described to youw, as particularly as I could,
the constitution of that commonwealth, which I think not
only the best in the world, but the only one truly deserving
that name. In all other places, while men talk of a com-
monwealth, every one seeketh only his own wealth; but

there, where no man hath any property, all pursue with
zeal the public good..

And, indeed, this diversity of conduct is no wonder. I
other commonwealths, every one knows, that unless he pro-
vide for himself, how flourishing soever the state may be,
he must die of hunger; he therefore sees the necessity of
preferring his private to the public good. But in Utopia,
where every one hath a right to every thing, they all know,
that if due care be taken to supply the public stores, no
individual can want any thing. Among them is no unequal
distribution, so no one is in necessity ; and though no man
hath any thing, all are rich. For what can render man so |
rich as to lead a serene and cheerful life free from anxieties, 1
neither apprehending want himself, nor vexed with the com~
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plaints of those about him. He fears not for his children, nor
is he anxiously raising portions for his daughters ; but is se-
cure, that he, his wife, children, grand-children, to as many
generations as he can imagine, will all live in affluence and
happiness ; since in his country, no less care is taken of
those who once laboured and were afterward disabled, than
elsewhere of those who are still able to work.

Would any man compare their justice with that of other
countries >—in which, may I perish! if I see any thing either
like justice or equity. For what justice is. there in a noble- |
man, &c. or any one who either does nothing; or is employed |
in things which are of no use to the public, living in luxury
and splendour on what is so ill acquired ; while a carter, a
smith, or a plowman, who works harder than a beast,. and
is employed in such necessary labour that no state could .
exist a year without it, can earn only a poor livelihood, and
must lead so miserable a life, that the condition of the
beast is often preferable. For the beast worketh not so in-
cessantly, feedeth nearly as well and with more pleasure,
and hath no anxiety about the future ; while these men are
depressed by a fruitless employment, and tormented with
the apprehension of want in old age; since their daily la-
bour doth but maintain them, and no overplus is left for

hereafter..

Is not that government unjust as well as umgrateful,
which is so prodigal of her favours to those called gentle-
men, &c. or to such as are idle, live by flattery or contriv+
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ing the arts of vain pleasure, while she takes no care of
those of a meaner sort, as plowmen, colliers, &c. without
whom she could not subsist? But, when the public hath
reaped every advantage of the services of the latter, and
they become oppressed with age, sickness, and want, all
their labours and their benefit to society are forgotten, and
“all the recompence they receive is, to die in misery. The
rich, moreover, often endeavour to lower the wages of la-
bourers by their unjustifiable practices, and the laws they
procure to be made ; so that, although it be very unjust to
give such low remuneration to those who deserve so well
of the public, they have added to this hardship the name

and colour of justice, by procuring laws for regulating the
matter.

I must therefore say, as I hope for mercy! I can have
no other notion of all the other governments I see or know,
than that they are a combination of the rich; who, under
pretence of the public benefit, pursue their private ends,
and devise every art they can invent, first of preserving,
without danger, all that they have so ill acquired, and next
of engaging the poor to toil for them at as low rates as pos-
sible, and of oppressing them as much as they please. And
if they can but succeed in establishing these plans by the
show of public authority (which passeth for the voice of the
people), they are accounted laws,

- Yet these wicked men, even when they have, with the
most insatiate avarice, divided that among themselves which




UTOPIA. 143

would well have supplied all the rest, are far from that hap-
piness which the Utopians enjoy. For the use as well as
desire for money being extinguished, much anxiety and
great occasions of mischief are cut off. 'Who seeth not
that the frauds, thefts, quarrels, tumults, seditions, mur-
ders, treacheries, and witchcrafts, which are punished ra-
ther than restrained by law, would all cease with the value
of money in the world? Mens fears, solicitudes, labours,
watchings, would perish with it. Poverty itself, for whose
relief monéy seemeth most necessary, would fall. But to
apprehend this aright, take an instance.

Take any year in which thousands have died by famine.
Had a survéy been made at the end of that year of the
granaries of the rich who had hoarded corn, it would have
been found that there was enough to have prevented the-
misery, and that, had it been distributed, none would have:
felt the dreadful effects of scarcity. So easy would it be
to supply every necessity of life, if that blessed thing call-
ed money, pretended to be invented for procuring them,
was not in reality the only obstacle to it.

I doubt not but the rich are sensible of this, and that
they are well aware how much happier it is to want no-
thing necessary, than to abound in superfluities ; to be res-
cued from such misery, than to roll in such wealth. And
I cannot think but every man’s sense of his interest, added
to the authority of Christ (who, being infinitely wise, knew
what was best, and was no less good in discovering it to

L §
L — fadiian o oyl




14 SIR.T. MORE'S

us), would have drawn all mankind over to the laws of
Utopia, did not pride, that plague of humanity, that source
of misery, prevent it. She measureth happiness less by
her own comfort than by the misery of others, and would
not be satisfied with being a goddess, were none left miser-
able whom she might domineer. She thinketh her own
happiness shines brighter by the gloom of others’ misfor-
tunes, and displayeth her wealth, that they may the more
sensibly feel their poverty.

This is the infernal serpent which slinketh into the breast
of man, and possesseth him too strongly to be easily drawn
out. I rejoice therefore that the Utopians have fallen on
this form of government, in which I wish all the world
could be so wise as to imitate them. For, they have insti--
tuted so politic a scheme, that men live happily under it,
and are likely to do so for a long continuance. Having
rooted fram the minds of their people all the seeds of am-
bition and faction, they have no.danger of civil commo-
tion, which alone hath been the ruin of many a state, othera-
wise seemingly well secured. But while they live in peace
at home, governed by most excellent laws, the envy of all .
their neighbouring princes, who have often in vain attempt-
«d their ruin, will never be able to put them into commo-
#on or disorder.’ '
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When Raphael had thus finished his discourse; though
many things occurred to me in the manners and laws of
this people which seemed sufficiently absurd, as their art
of war, their notions of religion, &c. but principally (what
seemed the foundation of the rest) their living in common
without the use of money, by which all nobility, ’splendour,
and majesty, in the common opinion the true ornaments
of a nation, would be destroyed ; yet perceiving him toe be
weary, and being uncertain whether he could easily bear
contradiction (for I remembered he had noticed some who
seemed to think they were bound to support the credit of
their wisdom, by finding something to censure in all other
men’s inventions), I only commended the constitution and
the account he had given of it, in general terms ; and, lead-
ing him to supper, said, I wyould find some other time for
examining this subject more particularly. Indeed, I shall
be glad to embrace an opportunity of so doing. Mean-
while, though it must be confessed he is a very learned
man, and one who hath acquired great knowledge of the
world, I cannot assent to every thing he hath said. Yet I

- freely confess, there are many things in the commonwealth

of Utopia, which I wish, but have no hope of seeing adopt-
ed among us.

Vor. II. ' U
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HISTORY OF KING RICHARD III.

. e

Kixc Epwarp, of that name the Fourth, after that he

had lived fifty and three years 7 months and 6 days, and

thereof reigned 22 years 1 month and 8 days, died at West-
minster the 9* day of April the year of our redemption

1483, leaving much fair issue. That is, to-wit, Edward the

prince, at 13 years of agé ; Richard duke of York, 2 years |
younger ; Elizabeth, whose fortune and grace was after-
ward to be queen, wife unto King Henry VII, and mother
unto the VIII; Cecily, not so fortunate as fair; Brigette,

who representing the virtue of her whose name she bare,

professed and observed a religious life in Dertforde, an house

of close nuns; Ann, who was afterward honourably mar-

ried unto Thomas then Lord Howard and afterward earl of
Surry ; and Catharine, who long time tossed in either for-

tune, sometimes in wealth, oft in adversity, at the last (if
this be the Tast, for yet she liveth), is by the benignity of
her nephew King Henry VIII, in very prosperous estate,

and worthy her birth and virtue.
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This noble prince deceased at his palace of Westminster,
and with great funeral honour and heaviness of his people
from thence conveyed, was interred at Windsor. A king
of such governance and behaviour in time of peace (for
in war each part must needs be others enemy), that there
was never any prince of this land, attaining the crown by
battle, so heartily beloved with the substance of the people;
nor he himself so specially in any part of his life, as at the
time of his death. Which favour and affection yet after
his decease, by the cruelty, mischief, and trouble of the
tempestuous world that followed, highly toward him more
increased. At such time as he died, the displeasure of
those that bare him grudge for King Henry VI sake, whom
he deposed, was well assuaged and in effect quenched, in
that that many of them were dead in more than 20 years
of his reign, a gl.'eat part of a long life; and many of
them in the mean season grown into his favour, of which
he was never strange.

He was a goodly personage and very princely to behold,
of heart courageous, politic in counsel, in adversity nothing
abashed, in prosperity rather joyful than proud, in peace
just and merciful, in war sharp and fierce, in the field bold
and hardy, and nevertheless no farther than wisdom would
adventurous. Whose wars whoso well consider, he shall
1o less commend his wisdom where he voided, than his
manhood where he vanquished. He was of visage lovely,
of body mighty, strong and clean made; howbeit in his
latter days with over-liberal dict, somewhat corpulent and
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boorly, and nevertheless not uncomely. He was of youth
greatly given to fleshly wantonness, from which, health of
body in great prosperity and fortune, without a special grace,
hardly refraineth. This fault not greatly grieved the people;
for neither could any one mman’s pleasure stretch and ex-
tend to the displeasure of very many, and was without
violence, and over that in his latter days lessened and well
left. In which time of his latter days, this realm was in
quiet and prosperous estate ; no fear of outward enemies,
no war in hand, nor none toward but such as no man look-
ed for ; the people toward the prince, not in a constrained
fear, but in a willing and loving obedience ; among them-
selves, the commons in good peace; the lords whom he
knew at variance, himself on his death-bed appeased. He
had left all gathering of money (which is the only thing
that withdraweth the hearts of Englishmen from the prince),
nor any thing intended he to take in hand by which he
should be driven thereto ; for his tribute out of France he
had before obtained, and the year foregoing his death he
had obtained Berwick. And albeit that all the time of his
reign he was with his people so benign, courteous and so
familiar, that no part of his virtues was more esteemed, yet
that condition in the end of his days (in which many princes,
by a long continued sovereignty, decline into a proud port
from debonair behaviour of their beginning), marvellously
in him grew and increased. So far forth, that in the sum-
mer, the last that ever he saw, his highness, being at Wind-
sor in hunting, sent for the mayor and aldermen of London
to him, for none other errand but to have them hunt and
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be merry with him; where he made them not so stately,
but so friendly and so familiar cheer, and sent venison from
thence so freely into the city, that no one thing in many
days before, gat him either more hearts or more hearty
favour among the common people; who oftentimes more
esteem and take for greater kindness, a little courtesy than
a great benefit.

So deceased, as I have said, this noble king, in that time
in which his life was most desired. Whose love of his people
and their entire affection toward him, had been to his noble
children (having in themselves also as many gifts of nature,
as many princely virtues, as much goodly towardness, as
their age could receive), a marvellous fortress and sure arm-
our ; if division and dissention of their friends had not un-
armed them and left them destitute, and the execrable de-
sire of sovereignty provoked him to their destruction, who,
if either kind or kindness had holden place, must needs
have been their chief defence. For Richard the duke of
Gloucester, by nature their uncle, by office their protector,
to their father beholden, to themselves by oath and alle-
giance bounden, all the bands broken that bind man and
man together, without any respect of God or the world,
unnaturally contrived to bereave them, not only of their
dignity, butalso their lives. But forasmuch as this duke’s
demeanour ministereth in effect all the whole matter where-
of this book shall entreat, it is therefore convenient some-
what to shew you ere we farther go, what manner of man this
was that could find in his heart so much mischief to conceive.
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Richard duke of York, a noble man and a mighty, began
not by war, but by law, to challenge the crown, putting his
claim into the parliament. Where his cause was either for
right or favour so far forth advanced, that King Henry’s
blood (albeit he had a goodly prince) utterly rejected, the
crown was, by authority of parliament, entailed unto the
duke of York and his issue male in remainder, immediate-
ly after the death of King Henry. But the duke not en-
during so long to tarry, but intending, under pretext of dis-
sention and debate arising in the realm, to prevent his time,
and to take upon him the rule in King Henry’s life, was,
with many nobles of the realm, at Wakefield slain, leaving
three sons, Edward, George, and Richard. All three as they
were great states of birth, so were they great and stately of
stomach, greedy and ambitious of authority, and impatient
of partners. Edward revenging his father’s death, deprived
King Henry and attained the crown. George duke of
Clarence was a goodly noble prince, and at all points for-
tunate, if either his own ambition had not set him against
his brother, or the envy of his enemies his brother against
him. For, were it by the queen and the lords of her blood,
who highly maligned the king’s kindred (as women com-
_ monly, not of malice but of nature, hate them whom their

husbands love), or were it a proud appetite of the duke
himself, intending to be king; at the leastwise heinous trea-
son was there laid to his charge, and finally, were he faulty,
were he faultless, attainted was he by parliament and
judged to the death, and thereupon hastily drowned in a
butt of malmsey. Whose death Kijng Edward (albeit he

Vor. II. ‘X
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commanded it), when he wist it was done, pitcously be-
wailed and sorrowfully repented.

Richard, the third son, of whom we now entreat, was in
wit and courage equal with either of them; in body and
prowess, far under them both ; little of stature, ill-featured
of limbs, crook-backed, his left shoulder much higher than
his right, hard favoured of visage, and such as is in states
called warly, in other men otherwise; he was malicious,
wrathful, envious, and from before his birth ever froward.
It is for truth reported, that the duchess, his mother, had
so much ado in her travail, that she could not be delivered
of him uncut; and that he came into the world with the
feet forward, as men be born outward, and (as the fame
runneth) also. not unteothed ; whether men, of hatred, re-

port above the truth, or else that nature changed her course |

in his beginning, who in the course of his life many things
unnatyrally committed. None evil captain was he in the
war, as to which his disposition was more metely than for
peace. Sundry victories had he, and sometimes overthrows,
but never in default as for his own person, either of hardi-
ness or politic order. Free was he called of dispence, and
somewhat above his power liberal. With large gifis he gat
him unstedfast friendship, for which he was fain to pill and
spoil in other places and get him stedfast hatred. He was
close and secret, a deep dissembler, lowly of countenance,
arrogant of heart, outwardly companionable where he in-
wardly hated, not letting to kiss whom he thought to kill ;
dispiteous and cruel, not for evil will alway, but after for

LTS B
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ambition, and eitlier for the surety or increase of his estate.
¥riend and foe was muchwhat indifferent where his ad-
vantage grew; he spared no man’s death whose life with-
stood his purpose.

He slew with his own hands King Henry VI (being pri-
soner in the Tower) as men constantly say; and that with-
out commandment or knowledge of the king, who would
undoubtedly, if he had intended that thing, have appoint-
<d that butcherly office to some other than his own born-
brother. Some wise men also ween, that his drift covertly
conveyed, lacked not in helping forth his brother of Clar-
ence to his death; which he resisted openly, howbeit some«
what (as men deemed) more faintly than he that were hearti-
ly minded to his wealth. And they who thus deem, think
that he long time in King Edward’s life forethought to be
King, in case that the king his brother (whose life he look-
ed that evil diet should shorten), should happen to decease
(as indeed he did), while his children were young. And
they deem, that for this intent he was glad of his brother’s
death the duke of Clarence, whose life must needs have
hindered him so intending, whether the same duke of Clar-
ence had kept him true to his nephew the young king, or
enterprised to be king himself. But of all this point is there
no certainty, and whoso divineth upon conjectures may as
well shoot too far as ‘too short. Howbeit this have I by
eredible information learned, that the self night in which
King Edward died, one Mystlebrooke long ere morning
‘ Xg '
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came in grcat haste to the house of one Pottyer, dwelling
in Redcross-street without Cripplegate, and when he was
with hasty rapping quickly letten-in, he shewed unto Pot-
tyer that King Edward was dcparted. By my truth man,
quoth Pottyer, then will iy master the duke of Gloucester
be king. 'What cause he had so to think, hard it is to say,
whether he being toward him any thing knew that he such
thing purposed, or otherwise had any inkling thereof ; for
he was not likely to speak it of nought.

But now to return to the course of this history. Were it
that the duke of Gloucester had of old foreminded this
conclusion, or was now at first thereunto moved and put in
hope, by the occasion of the tender age of the young
princes his nephews (as opportunity and likelihood of speed
putteth a man in courage of that he never intended), cer-
tain is it that he contrived their destruction, with the usurpa-
tion of the regal dignity upon himself. And forasmuch as
he well wist and helped to maintain a long-continued grudge
and heart-burning between the queen’s kindred and the
king’s blood, either party envying other’s authority, he now
thought that their division should be (as it was indeed)a
farthering beginning to the pursuit of his intent, and a sure
ground for the foundation of all his building; if he might
first, under the pretext of revenging old displeasure, abuse
the anger and ignorance of the one party to the destruction
of the other, and then win to his purpose as many as he
could, and those that could not be won might be lost ere
they looked therefore. For of one thing was he certain;
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that if his intent were perceived, he should soon have made
peace between the both parties with his own blood.

King Edward in his life, albeit that this dissention be-
tween his friends somewhat irked him, yet in his good health
he somewhat the less regarded it, because he thought what-
soever business should fall between them, himself should
alway be able to rule both the partics. But in his last sick-
ness, when he perceived his natural strength so sore en-
feebled that he despaired all recovery, then he considering
the youth of his children, albeit he nothing less mistrusted
than that that happened, yet well foreseeing that many
harms might grow by their debate, while the .youth of his
children should lack discretion of themselves and good coun-
sel of their friends (of which either party should counsel for
their own commodity, and rather by pleasant advice to win
themselves favour, than by profitable advertisement to do
the children good), he called some of them before him that
‘were at variance, and in especial the Lord Mafquis Dorset,
the queen’s son by her first husband, and Richard the Lord
Hastings, a noble man then lord-chamberlain, against
whom the queen specially grudged for the great favour the
king bare him, and also for that she thought him secretly
faniiliar with the king in wanton company. Her kindred
also bare him sore, as well for that the king had made him
captain of Calais (which office the Lord Rivers, brother to
the queen, claimed of the king’s former promise), as toi
divers other great gifts which he received, that they looked
for. When these lords, wih divers others of both the par-
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ties, were come in presence, the king lifting-up himself and

underset with pillows, as it is reported, on this wise said un-
to them.

¢ My lords, my dear kinsmen and allies, in what plight
I lie, ye see and I feel. By which the less while I look
to live with ye, the more deeply am I moved to care in

what case I leave ye; for such as I leave ye, such be -

‘my children like to find ye. "Who, if they should (that
God forbid!) find ye at variance, might hap to fall them-
selves at war ere their discretion would serve to set ye at
peace. Ye see their youth, of which I reckon the only
surety to rest in your concord. For it sufficeth not that all
ye love thém, if each of ye hate other. If they weré
men, your faithfulness haply would suffice. But childhood
must bé maintained by men’s authority, and slippery youth
uniderpropped with elder counsel, which neither they can
have but ye give it, nior. ye give it if ye agree not. For
where each laboureth to break that the other maketh, and,
for hatred of each other’s person, impugneth each other’s
counsel, there must it needs be long e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>