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Is examples of the most rigid integrity, with the sacrifice
of life itself in the cause of supposed truth, deserve the at-
tention of mankind, few characters ‘on record can have a
higher claim to this attention than our celebrated country-
man Sir Thomas More.

Our most authentic sources of information respecting
him are, his Life written by William Roper, Esq. who mar-
ried his favourite daughter Margaret ; that written by Tho-
mas More, Esq. his great-grandson ; and a letter or two by
Erasmus relative to his friend’s domestic history. The other
extant accounts of Sir Thomas are little else than copies

from one or other of these, and throw no new light on his -

history.

Mr. Roper, naturally the more likely of the two bio-
graphers to be well-informed upon the subject, bath been
accused of allowing his affection to prevail in some mea-
sure over his judgment on this occasion, and of writing a
panegyric rather than a history. Habits of long intimacy
with a character of great domestic worth, it is true, attach
us to it in a degree of enthusiasm, and one so long enjoy-
ing the intimacy and esteem of such a character as the
knight, had, we must allow, peculiar difficulties to encounter
in this way, when he afterward became his biographer. As
to his qualification in point of information, however, we may
allow his own words to be unpanswerable,—knowing his do-
ings and mind ne man living so well, by reason 1 was con-
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tinually resident in his house by the space of sixteen years and
more. And for the respectability of his character, though
tombstones too often exaggerate, let his epitaph, as pre-
served by Mr. Somner, be allowed to speak.

Hic jacet )
Venerabilis vir Gulielmus Roper armiger,
Filius et hres quondam Johannis Roperi armigeri;
Et Margareta,
Uxor ejusdem Gulielmi,
Filia quondam Thoma Mori militis
Summi olim Anglie cancellarii ;
Gracis Latinisque literis doctissima.

Qui quidem Gulielmus patri suo in officio
Prothonotariatus suprem curie banci
Regii successit ; in quo cum annis Liv

Fideliter ministrasset, idem officium
‘Filio suo primogenito Thomz reliquit.
Fuit is Gulielmus domi forisque munificens,
Mitis, misericors ; incarceratorum,
Oppressorum et pauperum baculus.

Genuit ex Margareta uxore, quam unicam
Habuit, filios duos et filias tres ; ex iis
Vidit in vita sua nepotes et pronepotes.

Uzxorem in virili @tate amisit ; viduatus uxore,
Castissime vixit annis xxxi11.

Tandem completis in pace diebus, decessit
‘In senectute bona ab omnibus desideratus
Die 1v mensis Jan. ann. Chr. Salv. M.pLXXVII
ZAitatis vero suge LXXXII.

Mr. More, whose account of the knight is fuller than
that of his predecessor, may be presumed from his direct
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relationship, to have made his additions with authenticity.
He is said to have been a person of respectability, and to
have been employed by the English clergy as their agent in
Spain and at the court of Rome. On his death, the English
Roman catholic clergy erected a monument to his memory,
as a testimony of their respect and the sense they had of
his services. A celebrated protestant divine of our country
pronounces him, however, a narrow-minded ‘zéalot and a
very fanatic ; while Anthony Wood says of his Life of Sir
Thomas, that it is incomparably well written, a judgment to
be expected from Wood—similes habent labra lactucas. His
bigotted attachment to the religion of his celebrated ‘an- -
cestor is indeed too apparent in his work ; and his biogra-
phical follower hath moreover frequent cause to regret his
neglect of chronological order, he having pretty ‘implicit]y
followed the indifferent arrangement of Stapletbn. We will
add his epitaph as preserved by Wood.
D.O. M.S.
Thoma Moro dioc. ebor. anglo
Magni illius Thoma Mori Anglie cancellarii
Et martyris pronepoti atque heredi ;
Viro probitate et pietate insigni ;

Qui, raro admodum apud Britannos exemplo,

In fratrem natu minorem amplum transcripsit
Patrimonium, et preshyter Rome factus,
Inde jussu sedis apostolicse in patriam
Projectus, plusculos annos strenuam fidei
+Propaganda navavit operam.
o " Postea cleri anglicani negotia vir annos Roma-
foo Et in Hispania P. P, Paulo v et Gregorio xv
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Summa integritate et industria
Suisque sumptibus procuravit.
Tandem de subrogando anglis episcopo
Ad Urban. vir missus, negotio eo feliciter
Confecto, laborum mercedem recepturus,

Ex hac vita migravit '
X1 Apr; Ann: M.DCXXV
Aitatis sue Lix.
Clerus anglicanus mzstus P.

The modern biographer of Sir Thomas More, as all of
his intermediate biographers have done, must rely on these
two writers as his safest guides. We shall find their ac-
counts to admit of considerable amplification as we pro-
ceed; and should either of our conductors eccasionally
make what appears to us a false step, we must endeavour
to use what circumspection we can at this distant period in

avoiding his error.

Respecting the knight’s early ancestry, both of our guides
have left us ill informed. ¥rom the great-grandson, how-
ever, we learn that Sir John More, knight, the father of
Sir Thomas, bare arms from his birth, having his coat quar-
tered. By reason of Henry VIIL’s seizure of their evidences,
he adds, the family could not make out their ancestry ; but

he had heard that they proceeded from the Mores of Ire-
land, or the latter from them. Sir Thomas himself informs

us in his epitaph, that he sprang from no noble family but of
an honest stock.

Sir John More appears to have been born about the year
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1440.%¥ He is said to have been a lawyer of distinguished
talents and integrity, and was one of the justices of the
King’s Bench in the reign of Henry VIII.+ He is described
by Sir Thomas in the epitaph already alluded to, homo ci-
vilis, suavis, innocens, mitis, misericors, equus et integer ; an-
nis quidem gravis, sed corpore plusquam pro etate vivido. He
lived to a great age, and had the singvlar fortune of seeing
his son Chancellor of England, as will appear by an anec-
dote hereafter to be related.

Camden, in his Remains, relates a bon-mot of Sir John
which will not preposses the fair sex in his favour. He com-
pared a man choosing a wife, to one who dipped his hand
into a bag which contained twenty snakes and one eel—it
was twenty to one that he caught the eel.

After this, we are surprised at finding that the old gen-
tleman had the resolution to take #hree dips himself ; for we
learn that he was thrice married.

T}xe maiden name of his first wife, the mother of Sir
Thomas, was Handcombe, of Holywell in Bedford-
shire. . The age of portents was not yet gone by ; and Dr.
Clement, a famous physician of the time, and the intimate
friend of More, reported of her, that, on the night after her

marriage, she saw, in a dream, engraven on her wedding

ring, the number and characters of her children, the face
of one shining with superior brightness. She had Jane, mar-

# Erasmus to Budweus. + More.
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tied to Richard Stafferton, Esq. whom Mr. More calls a
noble gentleman; Elizabeth, wife of John Rastell, Esq.
the father of Judge Rastell; and Thomas, the celebrated
subject of these memoirs. Of Sir John’s other wives we
only know, that the christian name of the last was Alice.
She lived on her jointure in Hertfordshire, at a messuage
then called Moreplace, but since Gubbons, in the parish
of Northmimes, and outlived her son-in-law. Being de-
prived of her possessions in Henry’s fury, a little before her
death, she died at Northal, about a mile distant, and was
buried in that church.*

Thomas, the only son of Sir John More, was born at his
father’s usual residence in Milk-street, London, in 1480,
the twentieth year of the reign of our fourth Edward. An-
other presage of the child's future eminence, related by his
nurse, is, that one day as she was riding with him in her
arms over a piece of water, the horse slipt by accident in-
to a deep and dangerous hole. To give the infant, a chance
for his life, she threw him over a hedge into a field, and
having afterward, with much difficulty, made her own escape,
she found him, to her no small surprise, not only unhurt,
but sweetly smiling upon her.

The school of St. Anthony in the parish of Bennet-fink,
in Threadneedle-street, belonging to an hospital of the same
name, which had been in high reputation since the time of
Henry VI, and, beside other eminent persons, numbereth

3 » MM- 1' MOR.
Vor. L,

1480.
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archbishops Heath and Whitgift among its scholars, afford-
ed More likewise the rudiments of his education.* Here
a learned man named Nicholas Holt was his master, under
whom, to use Mr. More’s expression, he rather greedily de-
voured than leisurely chewed his grammar rules, and far sur-
passed all his schoolfellows in understanding and diligence.

By the interest of his father, More afterward became an
inmate of the house of Cardinal Morton,+ of whom he
- hath transmitted us a high character, as well in his Utopia
as in his History of Richard III. His authority in the state,
saith More, was not more weighty than were his wisdom
and virtue ; his eloquence was polished and convincing, his
skill great as a Jawyer, his understanding incomparable, his
memory very. extraordinary. The king and state relied up-
on his counsel, for it was his policy which placed the crown
of the usurper Richard upon the head of Henry, and unit-
ed the houses of York and Lancaster. Henry VIII made
him archbishop of Canterbury and chancellor of England,
to which the pope added. the honour of cardinal.

Mr. Roper informs us, that while More was in the car-
dinal’s house, though he were young of years, yet would he
at Christmas suddenly sometimes step-in among the players,
 and, never studying for the matter, make a part of his own
there presently among them, which made the lookers-on more
sport than alb the players beside. 'The cardinal, he adds,
took great delight in his wit and towardness, and would

* Roper apd Newcourt. + Utopia and Roper.
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often say of More to the nobility who happened to be din-
ing with him, this child, here waiting at the table, whesoever
shall live to see it, will prove a marvellous man.

The following curious specimen of More’s early wit and
reflection, is extracted from his English works.

¢ v, Thomag Pore in his youth devised in his father’s house
in London, a goodly hanging of fine painted cloth with
nine pageants and verses over every one of those pageants,
which verses expressed and declared what the images in
those pageants represented. And also in those pageants
were painted the things that the verses over them did in
effect declare. 'Which verses here follow.

| In,the_ ﬁmt pageant was paihted a boy playing at the
top and scourge, and over this pageant was written as fol-
loweth. '

CHILDHOOD.

1 am called Childhood, in play is all my mind
To cast a quoit, a cokstele and a ball,
A top can I set and drive it in his kind ;
But would to God these hateful bookes all
‘Were in a fire burnt to powder small ;
Then might I lead my life always in play,
‘Which life God send me to mine ending day !

C2
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In the second pageant was painted a goodly fresh young
man, riding upon a goodly horse, having a hawk on his
fist and a brace of greyhounds following him. And under
the horse’s feet was painted the same boy that in the first
- pageant was playing at the top and scourge. And over
this second pageant the writing was this.

MANHOOD.

Manhood I am, therefore I me delight
To hunt and hawk, to nourish-up and feed,

The greyhound to the course, the hawk to the flight,
And to bestride a good and lusty steed——
These things become a very man indeed.

Yet thinketh this boy his peevish game sweeter,

But what, no force, his reason is no better.

In the third pageant was painted the goodly young man
(in the second . pageant) lying on the ground. And upon
him stood Lady Venus, goddess of love, and by her upon
this man stood the little God Cupid. And over this third
pageant this was the writing that followeth.

VENUS AND CUPID.

‘Whoso na knoweth the strength, power, and might
Of Venus and me her little son Cupid ;
Thou Manhood shalt a mirrour be aright.
By us subdued for all thy great pride,
My fiéry dart pierceth thy tender side.
Now thou who erst dispisedst children small
Shall wax a child again and be my thrall.
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In the fourth pageant was painted an old sage father,
sitting in a chair. And lying under his feet was painted
the image of Venus and Cupid that were in the third pa-
geant. And over this fourth pageant the scripture was this.

AGE.

Old age am I, with lockes thin and hoar,

Of our short life the last and best part,
‘Wise and discreet 3 the public weal therefore

I help to rule, to my labour and smart.

Therefore Cupid withdraw thy fiery dart.
Chargeable matters shall of love oppress
Thy childish game and idle business.

In the fifth pageant was painted an image of Death, and.
under his feet lay the old man in the fourth pageant. And,.
above this fifth pageant, this was the saying.

DEATH:

Though I be foul, ugly, lean, and mishape,
Yet there is none in all this world wide,
That may my power withstand or escape ;
Therefore sage father, greatly magnified,
Descend from yeur chair, set apart your pride, .
. Vouchsafe to lend, tho’ it be to your pain,
To me, a fool, same of your wise brain.

In the sixth pageant was painted Lady Fame, and un-
der.her feet was the picture of Death that was in the fifth:
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pageant. .And over this sixth pageant the writing was as
followeth.

FAME.

Fame I am called, marvel you nothing,

Though with tongues am compassed all round,
For in voice of people is my chief living,

O cruel Death, thy power I confound.

‘When thou a noble man hast brought to ground,
Maugre thy tecth, to live cause him shall I
Of people in perpetual memory.

In the seventh pageant was painted the image of Time,
and under his feet was lying the picture of Fame that was
in the sixth pageant. And this was the scripture over this
seventh pageant.

TIME.

T whom thou sees with horologe in hand,
Am named Time, the lord of every hour,
I shall in space destroy both sea and land.
O simple Fame, how darest thou man honour,
Promising of his name an endless flower ;
‘Who may in the world have a name eternal ‘
‘When I shall in process destroy the world and all.

In the eighth pageant was pictured the image of Lady
Eternity, sitting in a chair, under a sumptuous cloth of
state, crowned with an im perial crown. And under her




|
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feet lay the picture of Time, that was in the seventh pageant,
and above this eighth pageant was it written as followeth. -

ETERNITY.

He needeth not to boast, I am Eternity,

The very name signifieth well,
And mine empire infinite shall be. -

Thou, mortal Time, every man can tell,
Art nothing clse but the mobility

Of sun and moon, changing in every degree ;
‘When they shall leave their course, thou shalt be brought,.

For all thy pride and boasting, into nought.

In the ninth pageant was painted a poet sitting in: &
chair; and over this pageant were there written, these verses:
in Latin following.

THE POET.
Has fictas quemcunque juvat spectare figuras ;
Sed mira veros qui putat arte homines,,.
Tlle potest veris animum sic pascere rebus,
Ut pictis oculos pascit imaginibus.
Namgque videbit uti fragilis bona lubrica mundi,
Tam cito non veniunt, quam cito pretereunt.
Gaudia, laus et honor,. celeri pede omnia cedunt,
Quid manet excepto semper amore Dei 2
Ergo homines, levibus jam jam diffidite rebus,
Nulla recessuro spes adhibenda bono.
Qui dabit 2ternam nobis pro munere vitam
In permansuro ponite vota Deo.’
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About the age of seventeen, Cardinal Morton commit-
ted his charge to the university of Oxford ; according to
Wood to St. Maryhall, but other writers agree to Canter-
bury (subsequently Christchurch)- college. - Mr. Hearn was
of opinion that he had a chamber at St. Maryhall and
studied there, but that he belonged to Christchurch.® He
remained two years at the university, and profited exceed-
ingly, saith Mr. Roper, in rhetoric, logic, and philosophy ;
proving, addeth the great-grandson, what wonders wit and
diligence can accomplish, when united, as they seldom are,
in one painful student.

That auspicious event in More’s history, his intimacy
with the good and learned Erasmus, probably had its origin
about this time; the great scholar being at Oxford in 1497.¢
It was probably by his advice and that of other learned
friends, assisted by his own taste, that More was led not
to neglect the Greek language in his classical education,
for it was not commonly studied then in our country. He
acquired it, we are told,} under the auspices of William
Grocyn, at that time professor or public teacher of Greek
at Oxford, and Thomas Linacer the celebrated physician ;
and he continued to be a warm friend to the cultivation of
that noble language, as we shall find by his letter on the
subject to the university of Oxford.

‘Wolsey also, was at this time bursar of Magdalen col-
lege, and, as well as Colet and Pace, probably enjoyed the

* Edit. Roper. + Jortin. 1 Erasmus, ep. 511.
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intimacy of More and Erasmus. He was as yet too young

and humble to have materially manifested the character.of "

the cardinal ; and it is probable that More in early life-eon-
ceived too favourable an opinion of Wolsey, which we know
that his friend Erasmus- certainly.had done.

At the age of eighteen More is said to have written some
of his epigrams, and to have continued to utter, in the
manner we haxe alteady seen, many reflections on the va-
nity of this life, not commonly made at his age. By way
of exercise he translated the Tyrannicida of Lucian into
Latin, which he called his first fruét of the Greek language.
He also wrote a declamation in answer to this piece, with
such force of argument, saith his partial great-grandson,
that it seemeth not to give place to Lucian either in inven-
tion or eloquence.

From the university, which, according to the same writer,
he must have quitted in 1499, he removed to New-inn to
study law ; where, saith Roper, ke very well prospered for
his time, and was soon afterward admitted of Lincoln’s-inn.
At this age his father allowed him so little money that he
could not dress with -decency, and exacted from him a most
particular account of his expences. Yet this conduct was
applauded by More in his riper years, as having preserved
him from idleness, gaming, bad company, and vice in ge-
neral.

Having been reader at Furnival's-inn, by Ropers ac-

Vox. L. | ‘ D

1498.

1499.
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count, above three years, More must have obtained that
situation about 1500. For some time he also read a public

- lecture on St. Austin de civitate Dei, in the church of St

1503.

Lawrence in the Old Jewry ; whereunto there resorted, saith
his son-in-law, Dr. Grocyn an excellent cunning man, and
all the chief learned of the city of London. We also learn
from Erasmus that More had a numerous auditory at this
lecture, and that neither priests nor old men were ashamed

or repented of having derived sacred wisdom from the young
layman.*

The death of Elizabeth, queen to Henry VII, in 1503,
afforded More another oceasion for the exercise of his ju-

venile muse. The following curious specimen of the poetry -

and language of that age, is extracted from his English
works.

¢ 4 rueful Lamentation writlen by Mr. Thomas More in his
youth, of the death of queen Elizabeth, mother to king
Henry VIII, wife to king Henry VII, and eldest daughter
to king Edward IV ; which queen Elizabeth died in child-
bed, in February in the year of our Lord 1503, and in the
182 year of the reign of king Henry VII.

* Epist. to Hutten,
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O ye that put your trust and confidence
In worldly joy and frail prosperity,

That so live here as ye should never hence,
Remember death and look here upon me ;
Ensample I think there may no better be.

Yourself wot well that in this realm was [

Your queen but iate, and lo now here I lie

Was I not born of old worthy lineage,
Was not my mother queen, my father king,
Was I not a king’s fare in marriage,
Had I not plenty of every pleasant thing ?
Merciful God, this is a strange reckoning ;
Riches, honour, wealth, and ancestry,
Hath me forsaken, and lo now here I lie.

If worship might have kept me, I had not gone,
If wit might have me saved, I needed not fear,
If money might have holpe, I lacked none,
But O! good God, what vaileth all this gear 2
‘When Death is come thy mighty messenger,
Obey we must, there is no remedy,
Me hath he summoned, and lo now here I lie.

Yet was I late promised otherwise,
This year to live in wealth and delice ;
Lo whereto cometh thy blandishing promise,
O! false astrology and devinatrice,
Of God’s secrets making thyself so wise ;
How true is for this year thy prophecy,
The year yet lasteth, and lo now here I lie.

D2
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O brittle wealth, aye full of bitterness,

Thy single pleasure doubled is with pain §
Account my sorrow first and my distress

In sundrywise, and reckon thereagain

The joy that I have had, and I dare sayne,
For all my honour, endured yet have I
More woe than wealth, and lo now here I lie.

‘Where are our castles now, where are our towers ?
Goodly Richmond soon art thou gone from me ;

At Westminster, that costly work of yours,
Mine own dear lord, now shall I never ‘see..
Almighty God vouchsafe to grant that ye

For you and your children well may edify ¢

My palace builded is, and lo now here I lie.

Adieu mine own dear spouse, my worthy lord,
The faithful love that did us both combine,
In marriage and peaceable concord
Into your handes here I clean resign,
To be bestowed upon your children and mine.
Erst were you father, and now must you supply
The mother’s part also, for lo now here I lie.

Farewell my daughter, Lady Margaret, .

God wot full oft it grieved hath my mind,
That you should go where we should seldom meet,
Now am I gone and have left you behind.

O mortal folk that we be, very blind !
That we least fear, full oft it is most nigh,
From you depart I first, and lo now here I lie.
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* Farewell Madam, my lord’s worthy mother,
Comfort your son and be you of good cheer,

Take all a worth, for it will be none other.
Farewell my daughter Catharine, late the fare
To prince Arthur, mine own child so dear.

1t booteth not for me to weep or cry,

Pray for my soul, for lo now here I lie.

Adieu Lord Henry, my loving son adieu,

Our Lord increase your honour and estate:
Adieu my daughter Mary, bright of hue,

God make you virtuous, wise and fortunate.

Adieu sweet heart, my little daughter Kate,
Thou shalt, sweet babe, such is thy destiny,
Thy mother never know, for lo now here I lie..

Lady Cicyly, Anne, and Catharine,
Farewell my well-beloved sisters three..
O! Lady Bridget, other sister mine,
" Lo here the end of worldly vanity !
Now well are ye that earthly folly flee,
And heavenly thinges love and magnify.
Farewell and pray for me, for lo now here I lie..

Adieu my lords, adieu my ladies all,
Adieu my faithful servants every chone,
Adieu my commons, whom I never shall
See in this world ; wherefore to the alone
Immortal God, verily three and one,
1 me commend ; thy infinite mercy
Shew to thy servant, for 1o now here I lie.’

2k
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The religion which then reigned in our country had al-
ready made a very powerful impression on the mind of

More, and he discovered about his present age of twenty-

three, some inclination for the monastic state. He lived
four years near the Charter-house, and without a vow fre-
quented daily the spiritual exercises of the Carthusians.
Once he inclined to become a Franciscan friar, and is said
to have been deterred from his purpose only by observing
that the strictness formerly prevalent in this country had
been considerably abated. After this he had an intention
of becoming a priest in association with his faithful com-
panion William Lilly ; but God, exclaims his great-grand-
son, had allotted him to another estate— not to live in so-
litude, but to be a pattern to the married in bringing-up
their children, in loving their wives, and devoting every en-

deavour to the good of their country ; yet excelling withal

in piety, charity, humility, obedience, and chastity.

In 1506, Erasmus was in England and dedicated the Ty-
rannicida of Lucian, as well as a declamation of his own
in answer to it, to Richard Whitford, chaplain to bishop
Fox. The high opinion he had already formed of More,
whose declamation on the same subject hath been before
noticed, we find thus strongly expressed in that dedication.
— Latine declamare capi, idque impulsore Thoma Moro, cujus
uti scis tanta est facundia, ut nihil non possit persuadere vel
hosti ; tanta autem hominem caridate complector, ut etiam s
saltare me, restimque ductare jubeat, sim non gravatim ob-
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temperaturus.—Neque enim arbitror, nisi me vehemens in tl-
lum fallit amor, unquam naturam finxisse ingenium hoc uno
prasentius, promptius, oculatius, argutius, breviterque dotibus
omnigenis absolutius. Accedit lingua ingenio par, tum morum
mira festivitas, salis plurimum sed -candid: duntazat, ut nihil
in eo desideres quod ad absolutum pertineat patronum.

From the same great scholar we learn that More could
not shake-off his inclination for marriage, and he therefore
preferred being a chaste husband to an impure priest.* He
held in view at this time, it is said, as a pattern of life,
the virtuous and learned Johannes Picus of Mirandula,

- whose life, letters, and precepts he translated into English,
and published them.4  For his ghostly-father, adds his
great-grandson, he chose Colet, Dean of St. Pauls; whose
celebrated foundation of St. Paul’s school More compares.
in one of his letters to the horse of Troy, from which many
issued to subvert and overthrow ignorance and barbarity.

Stapleton hath preserved a letter from More to Colet,.
which confirms the respect in which he held the dean, and.
is a good picture of the state of his own mind at this time..
It is here translated.

THOMAS MORE TO DEAN COLET.

¢ As I was walking lately in Westminster-hall, and musing
upon other people’s affairs, I encountered your boy. When
I first saw him I rejoiced, for he was alway a favourite of

.‘ Epist- to H“tten' "' Ens- ‘Works.



% MEMOIRS OF

mine, but more especially because I thought he could not
be here without you. But when I learnt from him that
you were not returned, and would be absent for a long
time, I cannot express to you from what joy into what
sadness I was cast.

¢ For what can be more grievous to me than to be depriv-
ed of your sweet intercourse, whose most wise advice I was
accustomed to enjoy, with whose most delightful familiarity
to be recreated, by whose impressive discourses I have been
roused to goodness, by whose life and example I have been
amended, lastly, in whose very countenance and approba-
tion I have found contentment. Having under such au-
spices once felt strength and confidence, deprived of them

I naturally feel as it were in the wide world and unsup-

ported. And as lately, treading in your footsteps, I had
escaped almost from the jaws of hell, now again like Eu
ridice, but by a contrary law (she, because Orpheus look-
ed back upon her, I, because you look not back upon me),
I relapse, I know not by what impulse or necessity, into
my former obscurity.

¢ For what is there in this town to incite any one to a good
life ? ‘Or rather, what is there which doth not, by a thou-
sand devices and allurements, draw him from the arduous
path of virtue, would his disposition guide him never so
well in it? Wherever you go what do you hear but, in one
place, the hum of feigned attachment or the honied poison
of flattery, in another, fierce hatreds, quarrels, slri'fe; and
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litigation? Wherever you cast your eyes, what can you see
but victualling-houses, fishmongers, butchers, cooks, pud-
dingmakers, fishers or fowlers, who administer to the belly,
the world, and its prince the devil. The very houses seize
a good part of our light and suffer us not to behold the
sky; and it is the altitude of our buildings, not the extent
of our horizon, which boundeth our view.

¢ From these causes I can the more readily forgive your
loving to abide still in the country. There you have sim-
plicity, free from city craft. Wherever you turn your eye
the face of earth cheereth your view, the grateful temper-
ature of the air refresheth, the very aspect of heaven de-
lighteth you. Nothing occurs there to your view save the
bounteous gifts of nature and tokens of sacred innocence.
Yet would I not have you so enamoured of these delights
as not to return to us as soon as you can. If the city dis-
please you, yet Stepney (of which you are bound to be al-
so solicitous) may afford you comforts equal to those you
now enjoy. And thence you can occasionally visit the city,
in which you have so great opportunities for the exercise of
your goodness. o

¢ For since those in the country are harmless in them-
selves, or at least liable to less wickedness, any physician
will answer there. But from the, height and inveteracy of .
the disorder in town, any but the most skilful shall attempt
the cure in vain. It is true, there sometimes come into
the pulpit of St. Paul’s those who promise a cure. But af:

Vor. L. E o |
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ter having appeared to preach with plausibility, their life is
so much at variance with their precepts, that they heighten
more than they alleviate the complaint. Bcing themselves
sickest of any, they cannot persuade others that they are
fit persons to cure them; for to be handled by the diseased,
fills the diseased only with contempt and aversion.

¢ But if (as the wise affirm) he is fittest to restore health
in whom the sick hath most confidence, who can doubt
that no one is so fit to cure the wholé town as yourself ? By
whom, with what satisfaction they suffer their wounds to
be handled, what confidence and obediencé they shew you,
you have already sufficiently experienced; and it is now
farther manifested by the love of all toward you, and the
certain incredible anxiety which prevails for your réturn.
Come then at length my dear Colet, either for your Step-
ney’s sake, which bewaileth your absence day by day as
doth a child its mother, or for your country’s sake which
you ought to regard as a parent! Lastly, though this be
the least motive for your return, coihe¢ for my sake, who
have devoted myself to you, and await your coihing - with
impatience. Meanwhile I pass my time with Grocyn,
Linacer, and Lilly. The first, as you know, is sole master
of my life in your absence; the second, the preceptor of
my studies ; the third, my dearest companion in all I uns~
dertake.

¢ Farewell, and continue to love me as you have done.’
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Colet in his turn admired his disciple, and would some.
times say, England had but one wit, and that was young
Thomas More.*

In a letter to Jodocus Jonas, Erasmus bath made Colet’s
eulogium, and with it the panegyric of Vitriarius, a francis.
can. The characters of these eminent men, drawn by so
great a master, deserve perusal ; and if Erasmus hath not
given the reins a little to his imagination and embellished
his subJect, it is no wonder that he so sincerely loved and
admired them. They were excellent ecqles:astncs, with a
largeness of mind, a solidity of judgment, and a freedom
of thought and speech, far beyond their contemporaries,
very few excepted. In many things they bore no small re-
semblance to Erasmus bimself. ¢

Colet it seems advised More to marry. {

In the number of More’ friends was Johir Colte, Esq. of
Newhall in Essex, a gentleman of good tugapiy, and who
had frequently invited More to visit him. 'I'le invitation,
it seems, was at last accepted, and it proved that Mr. Colte
bad three daughters whose honest conversation and virtuous
educatian, if we believe Mr. Roper, or perhaps we may
suggest some ather alttractions. more current with youth,
fixed his affections in.that family. On this occasion More
gave a remarkable instance of that peculiarity of character
which distinguished him through life. His natural predi-

® More. 4 Jortin. t More.
E 2
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lection was in favour of the second daughter; yet when he
considered, saith Roper, that it would be both great grief
and some shame to the eldest, to see her younger sister pre-

ferred before her in marriage, he then of a certain pity fram-

ed his fancy to her, and soon after married her.

It is to be wished that Mr. Roper had made use of al-
most any other expression than pity, in this passage. It
appears to be perfectly within the compass of More's very
peculiar character, that feeling for the disappointment which
the elder sister might experience in finding her younger
sister preferred to her in marriage, he might, before he
suffered his heart to become too deeply engaged by the
second, endeavour at least to appreciate with candour and
affection every excellence which he could discover in the
elder. Upon such a closer view of the merit which she
proved herself in the end to have possessed, it is possible
that he may have seen sufficient reason to satisfy his inclin-
.ation of acting with what he in this case judged propriety,
though the occasion, it is true, was a singular one for the
éxercise of a lukewarm principle.

Erasmus informs us that she was a very young girl, who
had never quitted her parents and sisters in the country.
'This, he adds, was the more agreeable to his friend, as he
had better prospect of forming her to his own manners ;
and he even took much pains in her education.*

* Epist. to Hutten.
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As More lived four years among the Carthusians, we
may date this marriage 1507, when he was twenty-seven 1s07.
years of age. By this wife Jane, who survived their union
only about six years, he had issue, Margaret, Elizabeth,
Cecilia, and John ; in virtue and learning, saith Mr. Roper,
brought-up from their youth ; whom he would often exhort’ to
take virtue and learning for their meat, and play for their
sauce. Upon his marriage he appears to have taken a house
in Bucklersbury, and to have renewed with assiduity his
application to the law.*

The year after More’s marriage, Erasmus dedicated to 1sos.
him his celebrated Praise of Folly, on which occasion, as
before to Whitford, the scholar highly compliments his
friend. - Bayle, and after him Jortin and otheré, appears to

be mistaken in dating this admired piece two years later
“and in saying it was written under More’s roof ; as may be
seen. by the dedication itsclf.+

Fdward IV died in More’s infancy; the short reigns of
Edward V and Richard III followed, and afforded him in
more advanced years a subject for historical composition ;
Henry VII had now filled the throne for twenty-three years, .
and his death approached. It requires no great sagacity
to discover, that to keep the crown which singular good
fortune had given him, and to accumulate riches, were the
darling objects of this monarch’s reign. The love of ac-

* Roper. :
+ Jortin, Life Eras. 4. i, 35. and ii, 169, contradicts himself.
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cumulation appears indeed to have been instinctive in his
character, and time discovered that though Cardinal Mor-
ton and Bray could not extinguish this propensity, they
were not without their endeavours in tempering it. Emp-
son and Dudley, their followers, whose reputation had no

‘ better basis than their servility, an the contrary, not only
- seconded but inflamed this humour in Henry, and they led
the king to those extremities, which clouded his death with
remorse, and found sufficient employment for his successor
in assuaging them. '

On wise considerations Henry had resolved 'tq unite him-
self ‘closely with Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile and Ar-
ragon, and with the house of Burgundy against France,
the constant and dangerous enemy of England. A match .
was therefore agreed to, between Arthur prince of Wales
and Catharine the infanta of Spain ; whose eldest sister be-
ing married to Philip duke of Burgundy and earl of Flan-
ders, a triple alliance was formed between England, Spain,
and Burgundy, against France. T'wo hundred thousand
ducats, the largest portion given for many ages with any
princess, made her no less acceptable to Henry VII,

~ Five months, however, had only elapsed since the mar-
riage, when prince Arthur died ; and it proved, that his
widow was not in a state of pregnancy. The reasons of
state for preserving the alliance against France still existing,
and Henry feeling no inclination to refund the jointure, it
was proposed that Arthur's brother Henry, now prince of
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Wales and ahout twelve years of age, should be contract-
ed to Catharine. The good Warham, archbishop of Can-
. terbury, acknowledged to the king thaf he thought the step-
neither honourable nor pleasing in the sight of God. But
Fox, bishop of Winchester, urged it, and the popes dis-
pensation surmounted every objection. -

It was no great wonder that the pope readily granted
what was so much for the interest of the papacy, though
some cardinals and divines opposed it. Julius'II was an
enemy to Lewis XII, and wished to strengthen alliances
against him. Moreover, his consent on this occasion obliged,
as he thought, the succeeding kings of England to main-
tain the papal authority, since from it they derived their
title to the crown. ~ But it is remarkable that by a mightier
decree than that of any temporal power, this act of Julius,
instead of strengthening, occasioned the very extirpation of E
the papal dominion 1in this country.

Upon this bull Henry and Catharine were contracted.
But there is reason to believe, that though he had approv-
ed it as a politician, Henry VH repented of this step be-
fore he died. :

- More incurred Henry VII’s displeasure, who wanted to
rdin him. He had been elected a' byrgess (by what means
doth not appear) and sat in the parliamént in which Henry,
yielding tohis ruling passion, demanded a subsidy for the
marrage of his eldest daughter to thé king of Scotland,

-
.



32 MEMOIRS OF

)]
rathet in a view to his own emolument than to the repay-
ment of the dower which he had given with his child. On
this occasion More gave an admirable instance of his in-

tegrity, patriotism, and courage, by the strength with which |

he argued against the demand at that early. age, undis-
maycd by the servile senate which surrounded him. Mr.
Tyler, a gentleman of the privy-chamber who was present
at the debate, hastened to inform the king that a beard-
less boy had frustrated his purpose, and Henry, incensed by
such an bpposition to the darling propensity of his mind,
determined to lose no opportunity of revenge. The means
he employed were worthy of his avarice and rapacity, and
unworthy of his princely station. More’s poverty exclud-
ing him from a reasonable prospect of gratification, the king
devised a groundless quarrel with his father, and Sir John
More was imprisoned in the Tower until he had paid a fine
of one hundred pounds.

More, shortly after this, met bishop Fox, a privy-coun-
sellor, who called him aside, and, pretending great kind-
ness, promised that if More would be guided by his advice
he should soon be restored to the king’s favour. But it af-
terward appeared, that the prelate’s design was to inveigle
More into a confession of his offence, that a punishment
might be inflicted upon him with the semblance of justice.
More had, however, the prudence or good fortune to escape
this snare. Whitford, the bishop’s chaplain, was More’s
intimate friend. On consulting him, he advised More by
no means to follow Fox’s counsel, for my Lord, to serve the

D2 [
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king’s turn, will not stick to agree to his own father's death.
More, of course, returned not to the bishop.* '

His abode in England was indeed rendercd so unplea-
sant to him by the king’s anger, that he meditated a voyage
abroad, a design which was prevented by the death of
Henry VII in 1509.+ In the interval he lived in retirement,
yet, as might be expected from a mind like More’s, not
without profiting of the occasion by the cultivation of his
intellectual talents. We are told that he studied the French
language, history, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and
music, and became a practical proficient on the violin.
His chief assistant in these pursuits was, probably, his ex-
traordinary memory, to which, he once expresseth a wish
that his wit and learning were equal. §

In his English works are preserved four more things which
Mayster Thomas More wrote in his youth for his pastime, and
which therefore belong to the present chapter. The first
of them hath been supposed to have suggested to the cele-
brated Cowper the idea of his popular tale John Gilpin;
but Mr. Hayley, the poet’s biographer, disavows the claim,
on grounds which perhaps many readers will deem suffi-
ciently satisfactory. This piece proves, what an attentive
reader will, in perusing our old writers, frequently remark,
that the familiar and colloquial part of our language, be-
ing disused among those classes which had no ambition of

* Roper and More, + Roper. t More.  § Lpist. pref. to Utopia.
Vor. L. F
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refinement or aflectation of novelty, hath suffered very little
change.* Our language was then in a great degree formed
and scttled ; and it appears from Ben Jonson that More’s
poems, as well as his prose, were considered by his con-
temporaries as models of elegance and purity in language,
though in general, like all the compositions of his age, they
are censurable on the score of languor and diffuseness. The
three last of these pieces recommend themselves more pe-
culiarly to our notice on the present occasion, from the

picture they afford us of the early impressions of More’s
mind.

* 4 merrp Jest, how a Serjeant would learn to play the Friar.

Wise men alway
Affirm and say,
That best ’tis for a man,
Diligently
For to apply
"The business that hé can ;

And in no wise
To enterprise
Another faculty,
For he that will .
And can no skill
Is pever like to theeh.t

* Johnson. . + Thrive.
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He that hath left
The hosier’s craft,
And falleth to making shone,
The smith that shall
To painting fall,
His thrift is well-nigh done.

A black draper
With white paper,
To go to writing school,
An old butler
Become a cutler,
I ween shall prove a fool.

And an old trot,
That can God wot
Nothing but kiss the cup,
‘With her pbysic
‘Will keep one sick
Till she have soused him up.

A man of law,
That never saw
The ways to buy and sell,
‘Weening to rise
By merchandise,
1 pray God speed him well.

A merchant eke

That will go seek,
By all the means he may,

To fall in suit

Till he dispute
His money clean away ;
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Pleading the law
For every straw,
Shall prove a thrifty man
With ’bate and strifé,
But by my life
I cannot tell you whan.

‘When an hatter

‘Will go smatter
In philosophy,

Or a pedlar

‘Were a meddler-
In theology,

All that ensue
Such craftes new,
They drive so far a cast,

That evermore
They do therefore

Beshrew themselves at last.

This thing was tried
And verified
Here by a serjeant late
That thriftly was,
Ere he could pass,
Rapped about the pate,

‘While that he would

Sce how he could
In God’s name play the frere ;
Now if you will
Know how it fell .
Take heed and you shall hear.
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It happed so

Not long ago
A thrifty man there died,

An hundred pound

Of nobles round, o
That had he laid aside. -

His son he would

Should have this geld
For to begin withal;

But to suffice

This child, well thrice
That money was too small.

Yet ere this day

1 have heard say,
That many a man certes

Hath with good cast

Been rich at last,

That hath begun with less.

But this young man
So well began

His money to employ;
That certainly
His policy,

To see it was a joy.

For lest some blast
Might overcast
His ship, or by mischance,
Men with some wile
Might him beguile
And ’minish his substance,
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For to put out

All manner doubt,
He made a good purvey

For ev’ry whit

By his own wit
And took another way.

First fair and well

Thereof much deal
Hedigg’d it in a pot,

But then he thought

That way was nought
And there he left it not.

So was he fain
From thence again
To put it in a cup;
And by and by
Covetously
He supped it fairly-up,

In his own breast
He thought it best

His money to inclose, :
Then wist he well
‘Whatever fell

He could it never lose.

He borrow’d then
Of other men
Money and merchandise, . .
Never paid it, o
Up he laid it
In like manner wise.
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Yet on the gear
- That be would wear
I1e rought not what he spent,
So it were nice,
As for the price
Could him not miscontent.

‘With lusty sport

And with resort
Of joly company

In mirth and play

Full many a day
He lived merrily.

Apd men had sworn
Some man is born

To have a lucky hour,
And so was he,

For such degree
He gat and such honour,

That without doubt
‘When he went out,
A serjeant well and fair
‘Was ready strait
On him to wait
As soon as on the may’r;

Bat he doubtless

Of his metkness
Hated such pomp and pride

And would not go

Companied so

" Baut drew himself aside.
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To Saint Cath’rine
Strait as a line
He gat him at a tide,
For devotion
Or promotion
There would he needs abide.

There spent he fast
Till all was past

And to him came there many
To ask their debt
But none could get

The value of a penny.

‘With visage stout n
He bare it out
Even unto the hard hedge,
A month or twain,
Till he was fain
To lay his gown to pledge.

Then was he there
In greater fear

Than ere that he came thither,
And would as fain
Depart again

But that he wist not whither.

Then after this
To a friend of his
He went, and there abode,
‘Whereas he lay
So sick alway
He might not come abroads
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It happed than

A merchant man
That he ow'd money to

Of an otficer

Then ’gan enquire
What him was best to do:

And he ans’red

¢ Be not afraid
Take an action therefore

I you behest,

I shall him ’rest
And then care for no more.”

I fear quoth he
It will not be
For he will not come out.
The sergeant said
¢ Be not afraid *
1t shall be brought about.

In many a game
Like to the same
Have I been well in ure,
And for your sake
Let me be bake
Bat if I do this cure.”

Thus part they both,
And forth then go'th
Apace this officer
And for a day
All his array
He changed with a frere.
Vou. L
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So was he dight

That no man might
Him for a frere deny

He dopp'd and dook’d

He spake and look’d
So religiously.

Yet in a glass

Ere he would pass
He toted and he peer'd

His heart for pride

Lept in his side
To see how well he frer’d.

Then forth apace
Unto the place
He goeth in God’s name
To do this deed ¢
But now take heed,
For here begins the game.

He drew him nigh
And softily
Straight at the doer he knock’d
And a damsel
That heard him well
There came and it unlock’d.

The friar said
God speed fair maid

‘Here lodgeth such a man

It is told me;
‘Well Sir, quoth she,
And if he do what than?

A ————
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Quoth he, mistress
No harm doubtless,

It ’longeth for our order
To hurt no man,
But as we can

Kvery wight to farther.

‘With him truly
Fain speak would L
Sir, quoth she, by my fai
He is so sick
You be not like
To speak with him to-day.

Quoth he, fhir mai
Yet I you pray
This much at my desire
Vouchsafe to do,
As go him to
And say an Austin friar

‘Would with him speal
And matters break
For his avail certain,
Quoth she,. I will
Stand you here still
Till I come down again.

Up did she go
And told him so
As she was bid to say.
Heo mistrusting
No manner thing
. Said, maiden go thy way
G 2
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And fetch him hither
That we together
May talk. Adown she go’th.
Up she him brought
No harm she thought
But it made some folk wroth.

This officer

This feigned frere
When he was come aloft

He dopped than

And greet this man
Religiously and oft.

And he again

Right glad and fain
Took him there by the hand,

The friar then said

You be dismay’d
‘With trouble I understand.

Indeed, quoth he,

It hath with me
Been better than it is.

Sir, quoth the frere,

Be of good cheer,
Yet shall it after this.

For Christ his sake
Look that you take

No thought within your breast ;
God may turn all,
And so he shall

~ Tirust, unto the best.
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But I would now .
Commune with you, ~
In counsel if you please,
Or elles not, '
Of matters that
Shall set your heart at ease.

Down went the maid,
The merchant said
Now say-on gentle frere,
Of this tiding
That you me bring
I long full sore to hear.

‘When there was none
But they alone
The friar with evil grace
Said, I 'rest thee,
Come on with me,
And out he took his mace.

Thou shalt obey
Come on thy way

1 have thee in my clutch
Thou go’st not hence
For all the pence

The may’r hath in his pouch.

This merchant there,
For wrath and fear

He waxing-well nigh wood,
Said, whoreson thief,
With a mischief,

‘Who hath taught thee thy good
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And with his fist
Upon the list

He gave him such a blow
That backward down
Almost in swoon

The friax did overthrow.

Yet was this man
‘Well fearder than
Lest he the fri’r had slain
Till with good raps
And heavy claps
He dawde him up again.

The friar took heart

And up he start
And well he laid about

And so there go’th

Between them both
Many a lusty clout.

They rent and tear
Each others hair
And clave together fast
Till with lugging
And with tugging

They fell down both at last..

Then on the ground
Together round
With many a sad stroke -
They. roll and rumble,
" They turn and tumble
As pigs do in a poke.

T T eg————
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So long above

They heave and shove
Together, that at last

The maid and wife

To break the strife
Hied them upward fast.

And when they spy
The captains lie
Both weltring on the place
The friar’s hood
They pull’d agood
Adown about his face.

‘While he was blind

The wench behind
Lent him laid on the floox

Many a joll

About the noul
‘With a great battledoor. .

The wife came yet
And with her feet
She holpe to keep him down
And with her rock
Many a knock
She gave him on the crown.

They laid his mace
About his face
That he was wood for pain
The friar frap
GatmanyamP
Till be was full nigh slain.

4a
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Up they him lift
And with ill thrift
Headlong along the stair
Down they him threv
And said adieu,
Commend us to the may'r.

The friar arose

But I suppose
Amazed was his head

He shook his ears

And from great fears
He thought him well afled.

Quoth he, now lost
Is all this cost

‘We be never the near,
Ill must he theeh
That caused me

To make myself a frere.

Now masters all

Here now I shall
End there as I began,

In anywise

1 would advise
@nd counsel ev’ry man,

His own craft use
All new refuse
And lightly let them gone
Play not the frere ;
Now make good cheer
And welcome ev’ry chone.
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¢ EBbe wordy of Fortune to the People.

MinE high estate, power, and authority
If ye ne know, ensearch and ye shall spy
That riches, worship, wealth, and dignity
Joy, rest, and peace, and all things finally
That any pleasure or profit may come by
To man his comfort, aid, and sustenance,
Is all at my devise and ordinance.

Without my favour there is nothing won,
Many a matter have I brought at last
To good conclude that fondly was begun,
And many a purpose, bounden sure and fast
‘With wise provision, I have overcast.
‘Without good hap there may no wit suffice,
Better ’tis to be fortunate than wise !

And therefore have there some men been ere this
My deadly foes, and written many a book
To my dispraise. And other cause there n’is
But for me list not friendly on them look.
Thus like the fox they fare, that once forsook
The pleasant grapes, and ’gan for to defy them
Because he lept and yet could not come by them.

But let them write, their labour is in vain ;
For well ye wot, mirth, honour, and riches

Much better is than penury and pain.
The needy wretch that ling’reth in distress
‘Without my help, is ever comfortless,

A very burden, odious and loath

To all the world, and eke to himself both.

Vor. 1. H
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But he that by my favour may ascend
To mighty pow’r and excellent degree,
A commonweal to govern and defend,
O'! in how bless’d conditien standeth he,
Himself in honour and felicity,
And over that, may farther and encrease
A region whole in joyful rest and peace.

Now in this point there is no more to say,
Each man hath of himself the governance ;
Let every wight then follow his own way.
And he that out of poverty and mischance
List for to live, and will himself enhance
In wealth and riches, come-forth and wait on me ;
And he that will be a beggar, let him be.’

¢ Thomasg Pore to them who trust in Fortune.

Tsou that art proud of honour, shape, or kin,
That heapest-up this wretched world its treasure,
Thy fingers shrin’d with gold, thy tawny skin
With fresh apparel garnish’d out of measure,
And weenest to have Fortunc at thy pleasure ;

. Cast-up thine eye, and look how slipp’ry chance

Iludeth her men with change and variance.

Sometime she look’th as lovely, ‘fair, and bright
As goodly Venus, mother of Cupid,

‘She becketh and she smil'th on every wight ;

But this chear feigned may not long abide,
There com’th a cloud, and farewell all our pride.
Like any serpent she beginn’th to swell
And look’th as fierce as any fury of hell.

e
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Yet for all that, we brittle men are fain,
So wretched is our nature and so blind,
As soon as fortune list to laugh again
With fair countenance and deceitful mind,
To crouch and kneel and gape after the wind ;
Not one or twain, but thousands in a rout,
Like swarming bees, come flickering her about.

Then as a bait she bringeth forth her ware,
Silver and gold, rich pearl and precious stone,
On which the amazed people gaze and stare
And gape therefore as dogs do for a bone.
Fortune at them laugheth, and in her throne
Amid her treasure and wavering riches
Proudly she heaveth as lady and empress..

Fast by her side doth weary Labour stand
Pale Fear also, and sorrow all bewept,
Disdain and Hatred on that other hand

Eke restless watch, from sleep with travail kept,.

His eyes drowsy and looking as he slept.
Before her standeth. Danger and Eavy,
Flatt'ry, Deceit, Mischief, and Tyranny.

About her cometh all the world to beg ;

He asketh land ; and He to pass would bring
This toy and that, and all not worth an egg ;

He would in love prosper above all thing ;

He kneeleth down and would be made a king ;
He forceth not so he may money have,
Tho’ all the world account him for a knave.

H2
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Lo thus ye see, divers heads divers wits,
Fortune, alone as divers as they all,
Unstable, here and there among them flits,
And at a venture down her gifts they fall ;
Catch whoso may, she throweth great and small,
Not to all men as cometh sun or dew,
But for the most part, all ameng a few.

And yet, her brittle gifts long may not last.
He that she gave them looketh proud and high,
She whirl’th about and pluck’th away as fast
And giv’th them to another by and by.
And thus from man to man continually
She us’th to give and take, and slily toss
One man to winning of another’s loss.

And when she robbeth one, down go’th his pride,

He weep’th and wail’th and curseth her full sore.
But he who receiv’th it on t’other side

Is glad and bless’th her ofientimes therefore.

But in & while, when she lov’th him no more,
She glideth from him, and ber gifis they too,
And he her curseth as other fools do.

Alas! the foolish people cannot cease,
Nor ’void her train till they the harm do feel,
About her alway busily they press ;
But Lord ! how he doth think himself full well
That may set ance his hand upon her wheel.
He holdeth fast; but upward as he sty’th,
She whipp’th her wheel about, and there he li’th

e — el
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Thus fell Julius from his mighty power,

Thus fell Darius, the worthy king of Perse,
Thus fell Alexander, the great conqueror,

Thus many more than I may well rehearse.

Thus double Fortune, when she list reverse
Her slipp’ry favour from them that in her trust,
She fli’th her way and li’th them in the dust.

She suddenly enhanceth them aloft
And suddenly mischieveth all the flock,
The head that late lay easily and full soft
Instead of pillows li'th after on the block,
And yet, alas the most cruel proud mock
The dainty mouth that ladies kissed have
She bringeth in the case to kiss a knave.

In changing of her course the change shew’th this,

Up start’th a knave and down there fall’th a knight,

The beggar rich and the rich man poor is,
Hatred is turned to love, love to despight ;
This is her sport, thus proveth she her might.
Great boast she mak’th if one be by her pow’r
‘Wealthy and wretched both within an hour.

Poverty, that of her gifts will nothing take,
With merry cheer looketh upon the press
And seeth how Fortune’s household go’th to wreck.
Fast by her standeth the wise Socrates,
Aristippus, Pythagaras, and many a leash
Of old philosophers. And eke against the sun -
Baketh him poor Diogenes in his tun. '
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‘With her is Bias, whose-country lack’d defence
And whilom of their foes stood so in doubt.
That each man hastily ’gan to carry thence
And asked him, why he nought carried out?
1 bear, quoth he, all mine with me about.
‘Wisdom he meant, not Fortune’s brittle fees,
For nought he counted his which he might leese.

Heraclitus eke list fellowship to keep
With glad poverty. Democritus also.
Of which the first can never cease but weep
To see how thick the blinded people go,
‘With labour great, to purchase care and woe..
That other laugh’th to see the foolish apes
How earnestly they walk about their japes.*

Of this poor sect it is common usage,
Only to take that mature may sustaim,
Banishing clean all other surplusage
They be content and of nothing complain.
No niggard eke is of his good so fain
But they more pleasure have a thousand fold
The secret draughts.of nature to behold:

Set Fortune’s servants by them an ye waull,
That one is free, that other ever thrall,
That one content, that other never full,
That one in surety, t’other like to fall
‘Who list to advise them both, perceive he shall
As great diff’rence between them, as we see
Betwixt wretchedness and felicity.

2 Jests
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Now have I shew’d ye bath, choose which ye list,
Stately Fortune or humble poverty ;

That is to say, now li’th it in your fist
To take here bondage or free liberty.
But in this point an ye do after me,

Draw ye to Fortune, labour her to please

f that ye think yourselves too well at ease.

And first upon thee lovely shall she smile .
And friendly on thee cast her wandering eyes,
Embrace thee in her arms, and for a while
Put thee and keep thee in fool’s paradise ;
And forthwith all, whatso thou list devise,
She will thee grant it liberally perhaps,
But for all that, beware of afterclaps.

Reckon you never of her favour sure.
You may in clouds as eas’ly trace an hare,
Or in dry land cause fishes to endure,
And make the burning fire his heat to spare,
And all this world in compass to forfare,
As her to make by craft or engine stable
That of her nature is ever variable.

Serve her day and night, as reverently
Upon thy knees as any servant may, .
And in conclusion, that thou shalt win thereby
Shall not be worth thy service I dare say.
And look yet, what she giveth thee to-day
With labour wen, she shall haply to-morrow
Pluck it again out of thine hand with sorrow.
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‘Wherefore, if thou in surety list to stand,

Take Pov’rty’s parf and let proud Fortune go,
Receive no thing that cometh from her hand.

Love manner and virtue, they be only tho’

‘Which double Fortune may not take thee fro.
Then mayst thou boldly defy her turning chance,
She can thee neither hinder nor advanee.

But an thou wilt needs meddle with her treasure,
Trust not therein and spend it lib’rally,

Bear thee not proud, nor take not out of measure,
Build not thine house on high up in the sky.
None falleth far but he who climbeth high.

Remember nature sent thee hither bare,

The gifts of Fortune, count them borrowed ware.’

¢ Thomas Pore fo them who seek Fortune.

‘WHoso delighteth to proven and assay
Of wavering Fortune the uncertain lot,
If that the answer please you not alway
Blame you not me, for I command you not
Fortune to trust ; and eke full well you wot
I have of her no bridle in my fist,
She runneth loose and turneth where she list.

The rolling dice in which your luck doth stand,
With whose unhappy chance you be so wroth,

You know yourself came never in my hand.
Lo in this pond be fish and frogs they both,
Cast in your net, but be you lief or ioath,

Hold you content as Fortune list assign

For it is );om' own fishing and not mine.
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And though in eas chance Fortuss you offend,
Grudge not thereat but bear a merry face,
In many another she shall it amend.
There is no man so far out of her grace
But he sometime hath comfort and solace ;
Nor none again so farforth in her favour
That is full satisfied with her behaviour.

Fortune is stately, solemn, proud, and high,
And riches giv'th to have service therefore.

The needy beggar catch’th an halfpenny,
Some man a thousand pounds, some less, some more.
Baut for all that she keepeth ever in store

From ev’ry man some parcel of his will,

That he may pray therefore and serve her still.

Some man hath good but children hath he nene,
Some man hath beth but he can get none health,
Some hath all three, but up to honour’s throne '
Can he not creep by no manner of stealth.
To some she sendeth children, riches, wealth,
Honour, worship, and rev'rence all his life,
But yet she pincheth him with a shrew’d wife.

Then forasmuch as it is Fortune’s guise

To grant no man all things that he will aks,
But, as herself list order and devise,

Doth ev’ry man his part divide and tax ;

I counssl ye, each one truss-up your packs
And take nothing at all, or be content
‘With such reward as Fortune hath you sent.

Vou. I S |
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All things which in this beok that you shall read,
Do as you list, there shall no man you bind
Them to believe as surely as your creed,
But notwithstanding certes in my mind
I durst well swear, s true you shall them find
In every point each answer by and by
As are the judgments of astronomy.’
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CHAP. II

Accession of Henry VIIL ... Consummation of his marriage with

Catharine of Arragon. ... More re-appears in the world and writes
verses on the coronation. ... Anecdote of Emson and Dudley. . ..
More’s attachment to Erasmus. ... He is made one of the under-
sheriffs. . . . His high estimation as a lawyer. . .. He replies to Dor-
bius. . . . His second wife. . . . Henry desires to engage him in his ser-
vice. . . . He accompanies Tonstall to Flanders. . . . His letter to Eras-
mus on his embassy. . . . Busleiden and Agidius. ... More’s letter to
Warkam. . . . He pleads a cause for the vope. . .. I nighted, &c.. . ..
His account of his first advancement... Henry's earlier court. ...
The king’s intimacy with More. . . . Luther. ... Erasmus persecuted.
« « « « More expected the reformation. . .. Edward Lee attacks Eras-
mus. . . . More defends him. . .. Brizius attacks More. ... Erasmus
defends him. . . . More’s letter to the university of Ozford. ... He is
made speaker of the commons. ... His speech on the occasiom. ...
Anecdotes of Wolsey and More. ... Wolsey wishes to send him to
Spain.. .. Progress of Luther.... Henry writes against him, and
More is suspected. . .. Luther’s reply and Ross' rejoinder. . . . Eras-
mus writes against Luther. ... More is exhorted to write.: .. His
character in the Ciceronianus. ... He is made chancellor of the
ducky of Lancaster. ... Anecdote of the king and More. ... More
is sent on foreign embassies. . . . His success at Cambray. . . . His loss
by fire, and letter to his wife. , ..
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Few princes have ascended a throne with the more de-
cided satisfaction of their subjects than did Henry VIII.
In the place of a monarch sinking deeper in jealousy, avarice,
and severity, as he advanced in years, men beheld a prince,
young, handsome, accomplished, wealthy, and prodigal ;
who, in the eye of experience, gave flattering promises of
future econduct, much more in that of popular enthusiasm.
The nobility, humbled by the policy of his father, crowded
to gain his favour and to share his profusion. The pleasures.
and gallantry of the age were assembled at his court. His
father, to remove him from the kndwledge of business, had
engaged him in literature. The proficiency he made was
no bad prognostic of his parts, and he became a lover of |
learning and the learned. His vehemence and ardour
(which in time degenerated into tyranny) were interpreted
as the failings of youth. The contending titles of York
and Lancaster were united in him, and that impartiality of
administration was expected which had long been unknown

. in our country. In a word, the English rejoiced in the

death of Henry VII, and had great expectations from his
son ; but alas! he lived to disappoint these hopes and prov-
ed a tyrant. '

One of the first measures which engaged the new king’s
attention, was the celebration of his marriage with the
widow of his brother. Lord Herbert informs us that the
king’s graver counsellors told him, the same reasons which
induced Henry VII to the match with Spain, first in the



BIR T. MORE. 61

person of Arthur, and after his premature death in young
Henry’s own .person, were still in force ; that his preten-
sions on France made an alliance with that power unne-
cessary, while they rendered the united opposition of Spain
desirable; and that there were natural causes of good neigh-
bourhood sufficient to maintain him in friendship with
Maximilian the emperor.

Catharine, moreover, declared herself to be still a virg in,
and had given many proofs of her virtuous and amiable
character. Ferdinand, her father, had given ample com-
mission to his ambassador here, and the lady’s presence
would save time as well as expence ; but should she depart
the kingdom, a large dower must be yearly remitted from
the country. That scriptural authority might not be want.

ing, this passage was quoted ; If brethren dwell together-

and one of them die and have no child, the wife of the dead
shall not marry without unto a stranger, her husband’s brother
shall go in unto her arnd take her-to him to wife, and perform
the duty of an husband’s brother unto her : and it shall pe
that the first-born which she beareth shall succeed in the name
of his brother which is dead, that his name be not put out of

Israel.* The dispensation formerly obtained from the pope

was also urged ; and in fine, about six weeks, after his fa~
ther’s death, the consummation of Henry's marriage took
place with Catharine of Arragon, his brother’s widow.

More, now about thirty years of age, re-appeared in the-

* Deuter. xxv. 5.
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general reanimation at the commencement of the reign in
which he was destined to be so great and so unfortunate;
and probably to greater advantage than before, from the
cultivation of his character and his acquirements in soli-
tude under the royal displeasure. His classical pen was
called-forth on the coronation, and the poem* he wrote in
Latin is an elegant compliment to Henry and his queen,
and a severe satire on the reign of his rapacious father.
The dedication concludes with the emphatical words vale
princeps tllustrissime, et, qui novus ac rarus regum titulus
est, amatissime.

When Emson and Dudley, those vile ministers of Henry
VIL’s rapacity, were leading to execution, in consequence
of their attainder by the young king in his infant populari-
ty, though at the expence of his father’s fame, More, with
his usual archness, though without his accustomed huma-
nity, is said to have interrogated Dudley, have not I done
better than you? Dudley is said to have congratulated More
in reply, that he did not ask forgiveness of Henry VII as
he had been advised to do.t ,

The character of the good Erasmus, though it was as
yet but little celebrated, had, it seems, its due influence
on the discernment of More. The acquaintance they had
formed at college, cherished by the similarity of their minds
and their studies, appears by this time to have ripened in-
to a strong attachment, and they now cerresponded by let-

& Vol. ii. of this. + More.
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ter whenever they were apart from each other. When the
great scholar again visited England in 1510, he is said, on
his arrival, to have lodged with More. Dr. Jortin and
others are, however, mistaken in ascribing to this meeting
the composition of the celebrated Praise of Folly by Eras-~
mus in @ week, to divert himself and his friend, as we have
already seen in the preceding chapter.

Soon after Henry’s accession More was appointed one of
the under-sheriffs of the city of London, by which office
and his profession he was heard to say that he now gained,
without scruple of conscience, above £400 per annum. There
was at this time no cause of importance in which he was
not retained on one side or the other; and for his learning,
wisdom, knowledge, and experience, men had such estimation,
continues Mr. Roper, that before he came into- the service of
king Henry VIII, at the suit and instance of the English
merchants, he was, by the king’s consent, made twice ambas-
sador in certain great causes betwixt them and the merchants
of the Stilyard. Erasmus, in his letter to Hutten, also gives.
us a high character of the request in which the talents of
his friend were held, as well as. of his integrity and modera-
tion. Thus More, persevered for the presént with assiduity
in his profession, and he was twice appointed reader at
Lincoln’s-inn, viz. in the third and sixth years of Henry
VIIL*

But his heart was.too disinterested, and his mind too ex-
® Roper and Dugdale.

1510

1512.
1518.
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pansive, to confine him rigidly to the duties of his pro-
fession. Thus we find him in the latter of these years en-
listing in the cause of friendship and replying ta Dorpius,
a divine of Louvain, who had written against the Praise of
Folly. While others contented themselves with reviling the
good scholar over their cups or in private, Dorpius was the
first who wrote against Erasmus. He condemned the Mo-
riz Encomium, as a satirical work in which the author ri-
diculed all orders and professions ; not excepting even the
eeclesiastics, who have commonly pretended that their
function should serve them for a passport. He moreover
endeavoured to dissuade Erasmus from undertaking the
New Testament, but graciously permitted him to publish
St. Jerom. ,

Knowing his youth and ductility, and that he had been
inveigled by others into this attack, Erasmus replied with
his usual mildness. He cleared-up some points to Dorpius,
continued in the true charity of his heart to live on good
terms with him, and even lamented his death. His friend
More also replied to Darpius in a long and laboured epistle,
which is preserved among his Latin works. In this letter
More proves the necessity of studying the Greek language,
of which Dorpius had spoken with contempt; and he ex-
poses in civil language the ignorance, impertinence, and
malevolence of the attack upon Erasmus. Whatever meo-
tive influenced Dorpius, he was highly culpable for treat-
ing of subjects which he understood not, and for being the
first in such an attack. A maligrant mind and a mean
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spirit must have prompted him to condemn writings which
he could not imitate, and to endeavour to make the man
odious who was affording the public important instrue..
tion.*

More’s first wife, as we have already remarked, survived
their union only about six years; and two or three years
after her death,+ which brings us to our present period, he
married Mrs. Alice Middleton, a widow with one daugh-
ter, by whom he had no children. More used to say of
this lady, that she was nec bella, nec puella, and the great-
grandson’s account of her and of her marriage with More
are curious, '

¢ This (he writes) he did not of any concupiscence, for
ke would often affirm that chastity is more hardly kept in
wedlock than in a single life ; but because she might have
care of his children, which were very young, from whom
of necessity he must be very often absent. She was of
good years, of no good favour nor complexion, ner very
rich ; by disposition very near and worldly. 1 have heard
it reported, he wooed her for a friend of his, not onge think»
ing to have her himself. But she wisely answering him,
that ke might speed if he would speak in his own behalf, tell-
ing his friend what she had said unto him, with his good
liking he married her, and did that which otherwise he
would perhaps never have thought to have done. And in-
deed her favour, as I thiak, copld not have bewitched, or

® Jortip. 1+ More,
Vor. L. K
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- scarce ever moved any man to love her. But yet she prov-

ed a kind and careful mother-in-law to his children, as he
was alway a most loving father unto them ; and not only to
his own, but to her daughter also, ‘who was married to Mr.
Alington and mother to Sir Giles Alington.’

The same writer informs us that More taught this wife
music with a view to render her less worldly.

Wolsey was already high in dignity ; and More’s fame
having by this time attracted Henry’s attention, the king
desired the cardinal to engage him also in his service.
Wolsey, we are told, acted honestly at least on this occa-
sion, and endeavoured to accomplish the king’s wish. He
represented to More the importance of his services, and as-
sured him (for perhaps then he understood not Henry’s
character) that royal bounty could not but repay them with
liberality. More was not, however, to be prevailed upon,
for the present at least, to exchange the independent sta-
tion which his ability as a lawyer now gave him, for that
of a courtier; and the excuses he made were for this time
admitted.* No man ever strove harder, says Erasmus, to
gain admittance at court, than More strove to keep out of

it.4

He accepted, however, a diplomatic appointment in as.
sociation with Cuthbert Tonstall in the year 1516; and pro-
ceeded with him to Flanders, to meet the ambassadors of

® Roper and More. 4 Epist. to Hutten.
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Charles prince of Castile, on affairs, as he informs % us, of
no small importance. Yet even this service appears to have
been protracted longer than was perfectly agreeable to More,
though it produced him, on his return, the offer of a pen-
sion. To this offer, perhaps, the king’s desire to retain
~ More in his service may have materially contributed. In a
letter written to Erasmus soon after his return, and pre-
served in his Latin works, More gives a very agreeable ac-
count of this expedition. '

¢ Our embassy (he writes) for this too, as all else which
concerneth me, interests you, hath proceeded happily
-enough, save that the .affair was drawn into greater length
than I either expected or wished. For, on leaving home,
I looked for an absence of hardly two months, but con-
sumed above six on that embassy. Yet a conclusion suf-
ficiently agreeable was the result of this long delay. But
seeing the business on which I went brought to an end, and
other matters arising one out of the other which appeared
the initials of still greater delay (a circumstance never want-
ing on diplomatic occasions), I wrote to the cardinal for
leave to return, and used, among other friends, the assist-
ance of Pace chiefly on the occasion, who had not yet left
England. On my way home I met him unexpectedly at
Gravelines, and in such a hurry that he could hardly stop to

‘greet me.

¢ This office of ambassador never pleased me. Neither

® Utopia.
K 2
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is it likely to suit us laymen so well as it doth you eccle-
siastics, who either have no wives and children at home, or
find them wherever you come. We, when we have been a
little while absent, long to be home again on their accounts.
And again, when an ecclesiastic sets-out, he may take his
whole family whither he will, and maintain them abroad at
the expence of kings, when he must have done it at home
at his own. But when I am absent I have two families to
support, one at home and one abroad. The provision made
by the king for those I took with me was sufiiciently li-
beral ; yet no regard was had to those who must be left at
home, none of whom, you will conceive, I could desire to
feel any want during my absence, as you know what a hus-
band, father, and master 1 wish to be.

¢ Lastly, princes can repay such as you without any
cost to themselves ; but with regard to us, this is not so
easy. Nevertheless, on my return, a pension would have
- been given me by the king (an offer, in point of honour or
profit, not to be despised), but I have hitherto declined it,
and think I shall continue to do so. For if I accept it, my
present situation in this city, which I prefer to a higher
one, must either be relinquished, or, which I should be
very much against, be held with some dissatisfaction to our
citizens; with whom and their prince, should any question
arise as to their privileges (which sometimes occurs), they
would think me less true to their cause because I was in-
debted to the king for my pension.
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* For the rest, some occurrences in my embassy gave me
peculiar delight, And first, my long and constant inter-
course with Tonstall ; than whom no man is better inform-
ed in every elegant attainment, no man more correct in his
conduct or agreeable in his conversation. Then I formed a
friendship with Busleiden, whose fortune gave him to treat
me magnificently; and his goodness, courteously. The ele-
gance of his house, his excellent domestic economy, the
monuments of antiquity he possesses (in which you know
I take peculiar delight), lastly, his exquisite library, and
his still more eloquent breast, completely astonished me.—-
But in the whole of my peregrination, nothing was mare
agreeable to me than the company of your friend ZAgidius
of Antwerp; a man so learned, merry, modest, and truly
friendly, that may I perish if I would not freely give a
good part of my property only to enjoy constantly his in-
tercourse.’

Hieronymus Buslidius, here alluded to, an ecclesiastic .
of the Low countries, died very soon after this period, and
bequeathed his property to the academy of Louvain, to
erect a college where Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, should be
taught. This noble institution gave offence to the illiterate
divines who harboured there, while Erasmus, a living water
in the desert, extolled Busleiden’s liberality. They are
vexed, he writes, that three tongues should be in request,
and had rather remain as they are, double-tongued ; indeed
there is no teaching a new language to such old parrots.*

¢ Epist. 358.
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To Agidius of Antwerp, also commended in this letter,
More addressed his Utopia, which celebrated piece was
written about this time. In the prefixed epistle the reader
will find an agreeable picture of More’s present avocations;
but, he complains, they left him no leisure for literary pur-
suits.

The good Warham, choosing rather to retire from public
employment than to maintain an unequal contest with
Wolsey, resigned his office of chancellor. Stapleton hath
preserved a letter written to him by More on this occasion,
and accompanied by a copy of Utopia, which is interest-
ing on account of the subsequent similar resignation of
More. It is here translated.

Thomas More to Archbishop Warham.

¢ T have ever, good father, reckoned yours a happy lot.
First, while you discharged with so much celebrity the of-
fice of chancellor, and now still happier, when, having re-
signed that office, you have betaken yourself to a desirable
repose in which you may live to God and yourself- a re-
pose, I say, not only more agreeable than were those oc-
cupations, but in my opinion more honourable than were
all your honours. Many, and sometimes the worst of men,
may be in office ;. you held the highest, and one which car-
Ties great authority in the execution, and which is obnoxi-
ous to sufficient calumny on the resignation of it.. To lay.
it down then, as you did, of your, own accord (the permis-
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sion for which I know cost you much trouble), none but a
modest man would have wished, none but an innocent one

have dared.

¢ You have many to appreciate and admire your con-
duct, and myself am not among the least strenuous on this
occasion. Indeed, I know net, whether most to applaud
your modesty in voluntarily relinquishing so high and splen-
did an office, your greatness in dispising dignity, or the in-
nocence of your administration in being fearless of the con-
sequence. Your conduct was certainly most excellent and
wise ; nor can I express how strongly I congratulate this
your singular felicity, how much I rejoice for you, when I
see you, good father, remote from secular employment, re-
ceding from forensic tumult, enjoying the honourable fame,
the rare glory, of your well administered and well-resigned
office ; and, joyful in the consciousness of your past life,
calmly devoting your remaining time to letters and philo-

sophy.

¢ My own comparative misery makes me think daily
more and more of this your happy condition. For, although
I have no occupations worth the naming, yet, as weakness
. i8 easily overcome, I am so busy, that I have neither time
to pay my respects to you in person, nor to apologize by
letter for my omission. Thus I have hardly time to write
you this, with a view of recommending to your favour this
ill-finished little book, which a too partial friend of Ant-
werp, precipitated as it was rather than polished, thought
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worthy of the press and printed it without my knowledge.
Although I think it unworthy of your diguity, experience,
and learning, yet, satisfied as I am of your kindness and
candour toward every endeavour, and having individually
felt your goodness, I have the boldness to send it you; and

bope, though the work prove of little worth, its author
shall find some favour with you.

¢ Farewell most worthy prelate.’

An incident not long afterward occurred, which drove
More into the distinction he had so studiously avoided. A
valuable ship of the pope’s coming into Southampton, and
being claimed as prize by Heary VIII, the legate applied
to the king, that his master might have counsel assigned
him learned in the laws of this kingdom, to defend his
cause ; and, as his majesty was himself a great civilian, it
" was requested that the cause might be tried publicly, and
in his presence. More had the honour of being chosen, as
the properest lawyer of the time, to be counsel for the
pope; and to report the arguments in Latin to the legate.
A hearing of the cause was appointed before the chancellor
and the judges in the starchamber: ©ur advocate plead-
ed with so much' learning and success, that not only was
the ship restored to the pope, but himself, adds Mr. Roper,
among all the hearers, for his wpright and commendible de-
meanour therein 'so greatly renowned, that for mo entreaty
would the king from henceforth be induced any longer to for-
bear his service.

e N Aot A Bl e et bt
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Having no better place at that time vacant, Henry at
first made More Master of the Requests, and a month af-
terward knighted him and made him.a privy-counsellor.
The precise date of these honours is not very certain, but
‘'we may safely limit them to the year 1517.* Weston,

1517,

treasurer of the exchequer, dying some time afterward, the .

king without sollicitation gave that place also to More.}-

Of his first advancement the knight afterward wrote this
curious account in a letter to bishop Fisher, which is here
“translated from Stapleton.

¢ I came most unwillingly to court, as every.one know-
eth, and as the king himself sometimes in joke tells me.
And to this day I seem to sit as awkwardly there, as one
who never rode before sitteth in a saddle. But our prince,
though I am far from being in his especial favour, is so af-
fable and kind to all, that every one, let him be ever so
diffident, findeth some reason or other for imagining he
loveth him ; just as our London matrons persuade them.
selves that our Lady’s image smileth upon them as they
pray before it. I am neither so fort}mate as in reality to
perceive such favourable tokens, nor of so sanguine a tem-
perament as even to flatter myself that I do so; yet such
are his majesty’s virtue and learning, and such his daily in-
creasing industry, that seeing him the more and more ad-

vance in good and truly royal accomplishments, I the less
~ and less feel this court life to hang heavily upon me.’

* Lord Herbert. + Roper.
Vor. L L



74 MEMOIRS OF

Nor was More singular in this his favourable opinion of
Henry’s earlier court, although royal favour may be sup-
posed to have had some influence upon his judgment. The
fragrance of lier honourable fame, saith ‘Erasmus, smélleth
sweetly e\’efy\xihe’re; for she hath a king possessing-every
worthy, princely attribute, a ¢ueen his fellow, and a num-
ber of worthy, learned, sedate, and dis¢reét subjects.®

'We are now thierefore to behold More in a very different
situation 'from those in which we lately viewed him. ‘We
_ find him taken from his practice as a lawyer, and from the
condition of a private gentleman, to become an officer of
state and the favourite of a 'king—taken ‘we may’ truly say,
for he certainly acquiesced in the Toyal favour, rather -in
. obediénce to the king ‘than to ‘gratify any passion of his
own for power and grandeur. His “simplicity of heatt pro-
bably ‘gave him a disrelish for the coufts of princes and their
intrigues, ‘and it is possible "that he may have -already sur-
‘mised from Henty’s character "the probable inconstancy of
'his favour. “Under évery ‘advancement, we shall find that
he still preserved the plainness and integrity ‘which distin-
tinguished him ‘in "private life. ‘A -superior - station ‘served
‘but for a time to call-forth his-superior ‘talents ; and in the
end it displayed his superiority of c¢haracter under the se-
verest of liuman trials.

In the first yedrs of ‘his promotion, we “are told Henry
was in the habit of fréquently sending *for ‘Sir Thomas and

* Epist. to Guilford.
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conferring with him in private in his closet on astronomy,
geometry, divinity, and other subjects, as well as on af-
fairs of state. They sometimes even ascended together in
the night to the top of the house to observe, as well as
cohverse of, the heavenly bodies;* a trait worthy of the
early and more innocent years of Henry VIII, and a strik-
ing contrast to his subsequent character. The king holds
More in such intimacy, saith Erasmus, that he never suf-
fereth him to leave him—if he wanteth him in serious mat-
ters, he hath not a better adviser ; if to relax his mind, he
knoweth not a more festive companion.}

The company of Sir Thomas was indeed, it seems, so
agreeable, that the king and queen frequently sent for him
in the evening about this time, fo be merry with them, saith
Mr. Roper. This went so far, that the affectionate prin-
ciple which the knight retained in his advancement, I must
chat with my wife and prattle with my children,} was in
‘danget of usurpation. His conversation became so enter-
taining to the king and queen, that he could net once in a
fnonth obtain permission to spend an evening with his fa-
mily ; nor-could he be absent from the court two days in
succession without being called for. More, however, just-
ly considered the claims of his family in this particular as
superior to those of his sovereign. Restraining, therefore,
the natural vivacity of his -disposition, he -caused his con-
versation in the royal presence to become by degrees less

» Roper.  + Epist. to Hutten. t Utopia.
- L 2
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and less attractive ; and the consequence was, that his time
became more his own.*

Leo X was at this time everywhere publishing his indul-
gences, to raise money under pretence, of waging war with
the T'urks say some, of bui ding S*. Peter’s church say others.
The dominicans being employed by him in Germany on
this occasion, the augustinians, who pretended that the of-
fice belonged to them, were irritated. Martin Luther, pro-
fessor of divinity at Wittenberg, and an augustinian, among
others, examined this doctrine of indulgences. - Finding it,
as he thought, full of error, and being gifted by nature with
an independence and intrepidity of character which would
not allow him on such an occasion to remain a silent or in-
active spectator, he publicly refuted it in 1517.

From this time, Erasmus began to be most maliciously
persecuted by the ecclesiastics. They loudly complained
that his bold and free censures of the monks, their pious
grimaces and superstitious devotions, had opened the way
for Luther. Erasmus, they said, laid the egg, and Luther
hatched it. The religious disputes which opened the scene
produced religious wars and cruel persecutions, a state of
affairs sufficiently afflicting to More’s mild and gentle friend,
who often complained that his endeavours to reconcile the
opposite parties, only drew upon him the resentment of
both.t The minorite brethren, he said, deserved to be

* Roper. . + Jortin.
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complimented as wits for their joke, but he laid a hen’s egg
and Luther hatched a very different bird.*

With his strong attachment to the church of Rome, it
seems from the following anecdote that Sir Thomas expect-
ed one day the success of the reformation in this country,
and perhaps his knowledge of Henry’s temper contributed
to the surmise. Mr. Roper says, when he commended to
More the happy estate of this realn, which had so catholic
a prince that no heretic dared to shew his face, so virtuous
and learned a clergy, so grave and sound a nobility, and
so loving, obedient subjects, all in one faith—the knight
replied, truth it is indeed son Roper, and even exceeded
him in commendation ; and yet son Roper, he -continued,
I pray God that some of us, as high as we seem to sit upon
the mountains, treading heretics under our feet like ants, live
not the day that we would gladly be at league and. composi-
tion with them, to let them have their churches quietly to them-
selves, so that they would be contented to let us have ours
quietly to ourselves.

Edward Lee began also about this time to attack Eras-
mus, and to stir-up the divines against him. He not only
treated the good scholar as one of little erudition and no
judgment, but as an heretic and an enemy to the church ;
and did all he could to run him down and ruin him. Eras-
mus in return hath often said, the earth never produced an
animal more vain, arrogant, 'scurrilous, ignorant, foolish,

* Epist. 719.
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and malicious, than Lee. Yet this man was advanced at
court. He was chapldin and almoner to Henry VIII, was
afterward employed by the king on several embassies, and
lastly, was made drchbishop of York.

‘More, though a constant friend to Lee, was much dis-
pleased at his guarrelling with Erasmus. In 1519, and
subsequent years, he wrote tliree letters to Lee, which are
reprinted by Dr. Jortin in the appendix to his life of Eras-
mus. They inform us that he would have dissuaded Lee
from publishing his censures of his friend, that he was very
sorry when they were published, that he thought him far
inferior to Erasmus as well in knowledge and ability as in
credit and interest with the learned world, and that he
judged this exploit would draw infamy and cohtempt upon

~ the writer, and even an odium upon the English. Thus

our Lee (adds the Doctor), who, had he kept the fool with-
in doors, might have passed for a tolerable divine, chose
rather to purchase renown, such as it was, by heading the
clamorous half-learned censurers of Erasmus and of all re-
formations. Among those indeed he might hope to make
a figure though not am(;ng more eminent persons, and it is
no wonder that an ambitious man should choose rather to
be the leader of a paltry sect, than to be lost among scholars
of the second or third class.

Lee was ever an enemy to the reformation, and is ex-
tolled, as might have been expécted, by Wood, Stapleton,
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More’s great-grandson, and others. Bishop Burnet gives us
a juster account of him.

Soon after this vindication .of his friend, Sir Thomas was
himself attacked. Brixius, or, as his contemporary Rabe-
lais calls him, de Brie, had written a poem in 1513, intituled
Cherdigera, describing an action of .that year between the
English ship Regent and the French ship la Cordeliere. As
he had given a false account of the .engagement, and in-
sulted and calumniated the English, More wrote several
epigrams in derision of the poem. Brixius, picqued at the
affront, revenged himself by .an elegy which he intituled
Antimorus, in which -he severely censured all the faults
which he thought he had found in the poems of More ; but
this. piece was not.published till 1520, and then at Paris in
eompliance with the wishes of the author’s friends*

-Erasmus, in a very good letter to Brixius, civilly, though
freely, insinuated to-him that he was a very child compared
to More, and laupched out as usual in praise of his English

friend.4 :More .at -first despised the .poem, and wrote -to.

JErasmus. that, to prove to.the world the contempt in which
be held it, he had .a design of.reprinting it himself.} . He,
however, afterward wrote an .answer to it; which was no
sooner published, than :he received .a letter from Erasmus,

wisely exhorting: him to. pass the matter in. silent contempt,.

for that.alone was. the conduct .which the attack deserved..
Sir Thomas soon saw his error, and, following his friend’s.

* LaMoanoye,; Menagian, iii, k15, + Epist. 611. t+ Latin works..

1520..
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advice, he immediately recalled the publication, so that
very few copies of it escaped into the world.* Yet Eras-
mus, although he was capable of giving his friend this good
advice, had certainly himself too much of this very sensi-
bility when attacked by malicious and inconsiderable ad-
versaries. Such characters require a friend to advise them,
leave these men to themsélves, they cannot live in their own
writings, why should they live in yours  and it is, after all,
no such terrible matter to be misrepresented as a dunce,
when time and truth must put folly to flight.

To this period also, Wood ascribes the proof which More
gave of his zeal for learning, by his letter to the university
of Oxford on the study of Greek. After Grocyn came
thither to teach Greek, a serious opposition was manifest-
ed to his progress. A faction of the students, denominat-
ing themselves Trojans, and who had their Priam, Hector,
Paris, &c. declared themselves enemies to what they called
the new learning, and one of them had the impudence to
attack the Greeks from the university pulpit. More wrote
a well-timed letter { in Latin to the university, and observ-
ed that even Cambridge, ever her inferior as a seminary,
promoted the study of Greek; that her own chancellor
Warham, Cardinal Wolsey, nay the king himself, wished to
encourage it; and that therefore it was probable these ri-
diculous Trojans, the enemies of useful learning, would in
the end have the old proverb applied to themselves, sero sa-
piunt Phryges.

* More. t See Jortin. 1 Printed at Oxford in 4®, 1633.
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In the parliament holden at Blackfriars in the year 1523,
Sir Thomas More was chosen speaker. He was very desir-
ous of being excused from this office, and addressed the
king to that effect in a speech which hath not been pre-
served.* His remonstrance, however, proving ineffectual,
he was obliged to comply, and he made the following speech
upon the occasion, preserved by Mr. Roper, which is here
presented to the reader as a specimen of the eloquence of
the knight, and of the manner of the age.

Sir Thomas More’s Speech on being appointed Speaker.

¢ Since I perceive, most redoubted sovereign, that it
standeth not with your pleasure to reform this election and
cause it to be changed, but have by the mouth of the most
reverend father in God my lord legate, your highness’ chan-
cellor, thereunto given your royal assent, and have of your
benignity determined, far above zhat I may bear, to enable
me, and for this office to repute me, meet ; rather than you
should seem unto your commons that they had made an
unfit choice, I am therefore and alway shall be ready, obe-
diently to conform myself to the accomplishment of your
highness’ pleasure and commandment.

¢ In most humble wise beseeching your most noble ma-
jesty, that I may, with your grace’s favour, before I far-
ther enter thereinto, make my humble petition for two low-

‘.RQ .

Vor. I.

1523.
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ly petitions ; the one privately concerning myself, the other
the whole assembly of your common-house. |

¢ For myself, gracious sovereign, that if it mishap me,
in.anything hereafter that is on the behalf of your com-
mons in your high presence to be declared, to mistake my
message, and, in the lack of good utterance, by my mis-
rehearsal to pervert or impair their prudent instructions, it
may then like your most noble majesty, of your abundant
grace, with the eye of your wonted pity, to pardon my
simpleness; giving me leave to repair again to the common-
house, and there to confer with them, and to take their sub-
stantial advice, what things and in whatwise I shall on their
behalf utter and speak before your noble grace, to the in-
tent their prudent devices and affairs be not, by my simple,
" ness and folly, hindered or impaired. Which thing, if 1t
should so happen, as it were like to mishappen me if your
gracious benignity relieved not my oversight, it could not
fail to be, during my life, a perpetual grudge and heaviness
to my heart. The help and remedy whereof, in manner
afore remembered, is, my gracious sovereign, my first low-
ly suit and humble petition unto your noble grace.

¢ My other humble request, most excellent prince, is
this. Forsomuch as there be of your commons, here by
your high commandment assembled for your parliament, a
great number, who are, after your accustomed manner, ap-
pointed in the common-house to entreat and advise of the
common affairs among themselves apart ; and albeit, most
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dear leige lord, that according to your prudent advice by
your honourable writs everywhere declared, there hath been
as due diligence used in sending-up to your highness’ court
of parliament the most discreet persons out of every quar-
ter that men could. esteem most meet thereunto, whereby
it is not to be doubted that there is a very substantial as-
sembly of right wise, meet, and politic persons ; yet, most
virtuous prince, since among so many wise men neither is
every man wise alike, nor among so many alike well witty
every man alike well spoken, and it often happeneth that
likewise as much folly is uttered with painted polished
speech, so many boisterous and rude in language see deep
indeed and give right substantial counsel; and since also
in matters of great importance the mind is so often occu-
pied in the matter that a man rather studieth what to say
than how, by reason whereof the wisest man and best
spoken in a whole country fortuneth, while his mind is fer-
vent in the matter, somewhat to speak in suchwise, as he
would afterward wish to have been uttered otherwise, and
yet no worse will had he when he spake it, than he had
when he would so gladly change it; therefore, most graci-
ous sovereign, considering that in your high court of par-
liament is nothing treated but matter of weight and im-
portance concerning-your realm and your royal estate, it
could not fail to let and put to silence from the giving of
their advice and counsel many of your discreet commons,
to the great hinderance of the common affairs, except that

every one of your commons were utterly discharged of all
M2
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doubts and fears, how anything that it should happen thenx
to speak should happen of your highness to be taken..

¢ And in this point, though your well-known and proved-
benignity putteth every man i good hope, yet such is the
weight of the matter, such is the reverend- dread that' the
timorous hearts of your natural subjects conceive toward
your high majesty, our most redoubted king and undoubted
sovereign; that they cannot in this point find themselves sa-
tisfied, exeept your gracious bounty, therein declared, put
away the scruple of their timorous minds, and animate and..
encourage them and put them ont of doubt.

¢ It may therefore, like your most abundant grace, our
most benign and godly king, to .give all your commeons.
here assembled your most gracious licence and pardon, free-
ly, without doubt of your dreadful éispleasure, every man
to discharge his - conscience, and boldly, in every thing in-
cident among us, to declare his .advice. And, whatsoever
happen any man to say, that it may like your.majesty of
your inestimable goodness to take all in goed part; inter-
preting every man’s words, how cunningly seever they be
couched, to proceed yet of good zeal toward the profit of
your realm and honour of your royal person.; the prosper-
ous estate and preservation whereof, most excellent sove-
reign, is the thing which we all, your loving subjects, ac-
cording to our most bounden duty, of our natural allegi-
ance, most highly desire and pray for.’
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It is probable that the design of the knight in this speech.
was to- remonstrate against the known haughtiness with
which Henry VIII treated his parliaments ; and, under co-
lour of the profoundest awe and veneration, to reprove the
sovereign for his arbitrary restraint on debate. In this point
of view, the speaker manifesteth more dexterity than at first
sight may appear ; a compliance with his haughty humour
in this submissive language, being the only manner in which
the king could be reproved or thwarted with a hope of suc-
cess.®

Of this parliament the following aneedote is related. Wol-
sey, at this time in the zenith of his greatness, had: express-
ed his displeasure, that no sooner was anything said er

 done in the house of commons than it was blown abroad in

every alebouse. When the large subsidy was afterward de-
manded, the cardinal, fearing opposition from the eom-
mens, determined to be present m their house at the time
the motion should be nmrade. A debate in consequence asose
m that house, whether he should be received with a few of
bis lords only, or with the whole aumber. Fhe majority of
the house were of the former opinion ; but the speaker ob-
served. with his usual archness, forasmuck as my lord car- -
dinal lately laid to our charges the lightness of our temgwes
Jor things uttered out of this house, it skall not in my mind -
be amiss to receive him with all his pomp, with his maces, his
pillars, pollazes, his crosses, his hat, and the great seal teo ;
te the intent that if he find the like fault with us Rereafter,

* Wamer: -
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we may be the bolder from ourselves to lay the blame, on those
whom his grace bringeth hither with him.

Wolsey was received accordingly, and spoke with solem-
nity on the necessity of the grant. The commons heard him
to an end in silence, and then made no reply. He address-
ed himself to some of the members in particular, but re-
cewved no answer, for they had resolved to communicate
with him through their speaker only. At last he demanded
an answer of the speaker, who, continues Roper, first re-
verently on his knees excusing the silence of the house, abash-
ed at the presence of so noble a personage able to amaze the
wisest in a realm, and afterward by many probable arguments
proving that for them to make answer it was neither expedient,
nor agreeable with the ancient liberty of the house, in conclu-
sion _for himself shewed, that though they had all with their
voices trusted him, yet except every one of them could put ing
to his head of their several wits, he alone in so weighty a mat-
ter was unfit to make his grace answer.

More seconded the subsidy from the beginning,* and this
farce was played only upon the insolence of the cardinal ;
who, adds Mr. Roper, displeased with Sir Thomas More who
had not in this parliament in all things satisfied his desire,
suddenly arose and departed. : :

A few days afterward, Sir Thomas being in Wolsey’s gal-
lery at Whitehall, the latter said to him, would God you

® Lord Herbert.
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had been at Rome Mr. More when I made you speaker. Your
gra e not offended, so would I too, replied More ; I like this
gallery my lord, much better than your gallery at Hampton-
court.* This perhaps broke-off a quarrel for the time, but
the fact was, as Erasmus justly observes in one of his let-
ters, that the cardinal feared the knight more than he loved
him.

He gave a proof of this afterward, by his endeavour to
persuade the king to send Sir Thomas to Spain as ambassa-
dor. When Henry proposed it to More, the knight, pre-
possessed, says Mr. Roper, that the king by sending him
thither would send him to his grave, represented to his ma-
jesty how unlikely he was to render him acceptable service
there, yet was ready as in duty bound to fulfil his pleasure,
though at the expence of his life. It is not our pleasure
Mr. More to do you hurt, but to do you good would we be
glad, replied Henry, in the better language of his heart ;
we will therefore for this purpose devise upon some other, and
employ your service otherwise.

In the meantime the intrepid Luther, pursuing the career
which, as we have seen, he had commenced in 1517, had
detected the corruption of the court of Rome, her obstinacy
in adhering to established error, and her indifference to
truth, and from uttering some doubts as to the divine o1 iginal
of the papal authority, he at last shook the firmest founda-
tions upon which the wealth and power of the church were

® Roper,
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established. Henry VIII, in addition to his rigorous acts
for preventing lutheranism from invading his realm, had
published a treatise against Luther which obtained him
from the pope the well-known title Defender of the faith.
From More’s supposed instrumentality in this publication,
we shall find that he was afterward accused as the cause of
Henry putting a sword into the pope’s hand to fight against
himself. But the knight, we shall also find from his own
letters, pleaded not guilty to this accusation. He owns
that, by the king’s appointment, and by consent of the
writers, he was a sorter-out and placer of the principal con-
teats of the tract; but it seems that More in fact advised
Henry to insist less strenuously than he did on the pope’s
authority, from a foresight perhaps of the inconstancy of
the monarch’s character.

Luther replied te Henry, and, with his usual bluntness,
treated his majesty as a liar and a blasphemer. A rejoinder
appeared in the year 1523, under the name William Ross,
which hath been generally ascribed to Sir Thomas, and is
reprinted as his production in his Latin works. The writer,
whoever he may have been, not only endeavoured to refute
the arguments, hut also followed in a blameable degree the
too prevailing custom of the time in aiming to equal the
abuse, of his adversary. The soundest sense and the strong-
est argument, when thus disfigured by the rancour of party
spirit, and even scurrility, not only lose the weight they
" naturally possess, but their tendency will generally be found
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to be, that they chiefly disgust the reader by the deformity
of the picture with which they present him.

The good Erasmus, not gifted by nature with the courage
of a martyr, probably felt his worldly interests too much at
stake to allow him to enter early and with freedom into
these controversies. The importunate solicitations of the
Roman party induced him, however, at last, to take the
field by the publication of his dissertation on freewill. This
piece was written with the good scholar’s usual moderation
and candour; yet it produced a reply from Luther in a se-
vere strain of ridicule and invective, in his treatise De servo
arbitrio. Erasmus was, with sufficient reason, much pro-
voked at a treatment so rude and unmerited, which drew
from him in rejoinder the first part of his Hyperaspistes, .

More’s strong attachment to the church of Rome, ren-
dered him of course no friend to the great cause. We have
a letter* of his to Erasmus in 1525, containing much spite
and acrimony against the reformers, with pressing exhorta-
tions to him to publish the last-mentioned work. And two
years later, we have bishop Tonstal’s licence to him for read-
ing heretical books, and an exhortation to him to imitate
the great ezample of his king, by employing his leisure in
answering them. That this advice was not in vain, we have
pretty voluminous testimonies in More’s published works ;
but we will advert more fully to the subject of his writings
in our last chapter. ' :

* Emnm. Epist, 334.
Vor. L. h N

1525,

1527,
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The celebrated Ciceronianus of Erasmus, one of the most
ingenious and lively of his productions, in which he agree-
ably rallics certain Italian purists who scrupled to use any
word or phrase not to be found in Cicero, came out in 1528.
The author’s account of his friend More at this time is in-
teresting.

¢ Fateor ingenium felicissime natum, et quod nihil non
potuisset efficere si totum his studiis vacare licuisset. Cee-
terum, illo puero, vix tenuis odor literaturee melioris demi-
grarat in Angliam. Deinde parentum auctoritas ad leges
ejus gentis discendas, quibus nihil illiteratius, adegit; mox
in causis agendis exercitatus, hinc ad reipublicee munia vo-
catus, vix succisivis horis respicere potuit ad eloquentie
studia. Tandem in regiam pertractus, et regni regiorumnque
negotiorum undis immersus, magis amare potest studia quam
colere. Et tamen dicendi genus quod assequutus est, ma-
gis vergit ad Isocraticam structuram ac dialecticam subtili-
tatem, quam ad fusum illud Ciceronianz dictionis flumen
quamquam urbanitate nihilo M. Tullio inferior est. Quo-
niam autem adolescens diu versatus est in poématibus scri-
bendis, po€tam agnoscas et in oratione prosa.’

About this time died Sir Richard Wingfield, in whose
room, witheut solicitation, the king made Sir Thomas More
chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster.* The knight indeed
grew into such favour with his majesty, that he was some-
times honoured with a visit from the king at Chelsea, his

¢ Roper and Erasmus.
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present residence, without previous notice. One day Henry
came thither to dinner unexpectedly, and after dinuner walk-
ed in More’s garden for an hour, with one arm round the

knight’s neck.

¢ As soon as his grace was gonc, relates Mr. Roper, I re-
joicing thereat, said to Sir Thomas More, how happy he
was whom the king had so familiarly entertained as I never
had seen him do to any other, except cardinal Wolscy,
whom I saw his grace walk once with arm in arm. I thank
our Lord, son, quoth he, I find his grace my very good lord
indeed, and I believe he doth as singularly favour me as any
subject within this realm. Howbeit son, Roper, I may tell
thee, I have no cause to be proud thereof ; for, if my head
would win him a castle in France (for then was there war be-
twixt us) i¢ should not fail to go.” This anecdote proves that
More already understood Henry’s character well.

While Sir Thomas was chancellor of the duchy, he was
twice employed in foreign embassies in commission with
Wolsey, once to the emperor Charles in Flanders, and again
in France.* In 1529 he was appointed to accompany Cuth-
bert Tonstall to Cambray, where he assisted in the treaty

called after that place.¢

Here, Mr. Roper informs us, the knight worthily handled
himself, procuring in our league far more benefits unto this
realm, than at that time by the king or his council, was thought

® Roper. + Lord Herbert.
N2

1529.
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possible to be compassed. And it was for his good services
in this expedition, the son-in-law proceeds to inform us,

that the king, when he afterward made Sir Thomas chan-

cellor, caused the duke of Norfolk to declare publicly, how
much England was indebted to him.

On his return from Cambray, Sir Thomas rode directly
to the king at the court at Woodstock. Here information
was brought him that a part of his dwelling-house at Chel-
sea, and all his barns, full of corn, were consumed by fire,
and that the barns of some of his near neighbours were de-
stroyed also. The letter he wrote to his lady on this occa-
sion is preserved in his English werks, and with it we will
conclude the present chapter. The former part of it is per-
haps addressed to her covetous disposition, while the latter
part affords a most worthy instance of his own benevo-
lence. '

Sir Thomas to Lady More.

¢ Mistress Alice, in my most heartywise I recommend
me to you. And whereas I am informed by my son Heron
of the loss of our barns and our neighbours’ also, with all
the corn that was therein, albeit (saving God’s pleasure) it
is great pity of so much good corn lost, yet since it hath
liked him to send us such a chance, we must and are bound-
en, not only to be content, but also to be glad of his visit-
ation. He sent us all that we have lost ;' and since he hath
by such a chance taken it away again, his pleasure be ful-
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filled! Let us never grudge thereat, but take it in good
worth, and heartily thank him, as well for adversity as for
prosperity. '

¢ And peradventure we have more cause to thank him
for our loss than for our winning; for his wisdom better
seeth what is good for us than we do ourselves. Therefore
I pray you be of good cheer, and take all the household
with you to church, and there thank God, both for that
he hath given us, and for that he hath taken from us, and
for that he hath left us, which, if it please him, he can in-
crease when he will ; and if it please him to leave us yet
less, at his pleasure be it! ’

¢ I pray you to make some good engearch what my poor
neighbours have lost. And bid them take no thought there-
fore ; for f I should not leave myself a spoon, there shall.
no poor neighbour of mine bear no loss by any chance, hap-
pened i Iﬁy house. I pray you be, with my children and
your ' household, merry in-God: and devise somewhat
with your friends, what way were best to take, for provi-
sion to be made for corn for our household, and for seed
this year coming, if ye think it good that we keep the
ground still in our hands. And whether ye think it good
that we so shall do, or not, yet I think it were not best
suddenly thus to leave it all up, and to put away our folk
of our farm, till we have somewhat advised us thereon.

. Howbeit, if we have more now than ye shall need, and

which can get them other masters, ye may then discharge
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us of them. But I would not that any man were sudden-
ly sent away, he wot not whither.

¢ At my coming hither, I perceived none other, but that
I should tarry still with the king’s grace. But now I shall,
I think, because of this chance, get leave this next week
to come home and sec you; and then shall we farther de-
vise together upon all things, what order shall be best to
take.

¢ And thus as heartily fare you well, with all our child-
ren, as ye can wish! At Woodstock, the third day of Sep-
tember, by the hand of .
Your loving husband,

THOMAS MORE.
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CHAP. III.

Cardinal Wolsey. . . . His advancement, and quarrel with the emperor
Charles. . . . Anecdotes of More and olsey. . . . The king’s scruples
regarding his marriage. . . . His inconsistency. . . . More’s conduct in
the matter. . .. Wolsey’s fall. . . . More made chancellor. ... The duke
of Norfolk's speech and More’s on the occasion. . .. More’s improve-
ment in the office. . . . His respect to his father, and imp«rtiality to his

Jamily. . .. Anecdotes of his chancellorship. . . . He clears the chancery
of causes. . . . He is offered money by the bishops for his writings. . ..
Is again importuned by Henry on the divorce. ... He determines to
resign the seal. ... Which he at last effects. ... Henry’s promise to
him. ... More's contempt of worldly grardeur.... His wife is more
concerned. . . . Anecdotes of her. ... More provides situations for his
attendants, and calls together his family. ... His poverty. . . . Death
of his father, and his filial affection. . . . His letters to Ervasmus on his
resignation. . . . His monumental inscription. . .. His I*uil«i:‘ngs and’
charity at Chelsea. ... The remarks of Fox and others on More’s
persecution of heterodory ... State of the times. ... More’s owa re-
Jutation of his calumniators.

I+ is now time to contemplate the lofty elevation of the
powerful cardinal, whose fall made the way for Sir 'I'homas
" More’s highest advancement. 3
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Wolsey was the son of a butcher of Ipswich. He re-
ceived a good education, and discovered an early capacity,
which obtained him a recommendation as tutor in the mar-
quis of Dorset’s family, to which his assiduity soon added
the friendship of his patron. In time he was promoted as
chaplain to Henry VII, and was employed by his majesty
in a secret negociation regarding his intended marriage with
Margaret of Savoy. His diligence and dexterity gained
him his master’s good opinion, but the king’s death, for a
time, retarded his advancemnent.

Fox, bishop of Winchester, having discovered that the
earl of Surrey had supplanted him in young Henry’s favour,
he hoped, by introducing Wolsey, upon whom he cast his
eye as a rising man, to the king’s familiarity, to oppose a
" rival to Surrey in his insinuating arts ; while Wolsey, the sly
churchman likewise hoped, should be content to act a part
in the cabinet subordinate to his promoter. But the fact
proved, that Wolsey soon supplanted Surrey in Henry’s fa-
vour, and Fox in his cenfidence. In the young monarch’s
parties of pleasure Wolsey took the lead, and forgetting
his years and his profession, he promoted all the gaiety
which suited Henry’s inclination, His father’s. counsellors,
he represented, were indeed men of experience, but they
-owed not their” promotion to the young king’s:favour, and
they obstruoted his affairs by their jealousies. A better
system would be, to .entrust his authority to one who was
the creature of his will, could have no othci' view than to
his service, and having the same taste for pleasure with him-

S - o -
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self, could acquaint him with business in the midst of gaiety.
Wolsey, in short, soon became the too absolute minister of
his sovereign.

The choice which he had made, Henry was by nature
proud of maintaining; and Wolsey, while he directed the
public councils, pretended a blind submission to his mas-
ter’s authority. Of his acquisitions there seemed to be no
end, and a bare list of his church preferments would be te-
dious. The pope observed his influence over Henry, and
deeming it politic to engage him in his interest, his holiness
created him a cardinal. Eight hundred servants, of whom
many were knights and gentlemen, immediately swelled his
train, and the churchman’s ostentation obtained a kind of
proverbial fame. The good Warham, as we have seen,
chose rather to retire, than to maintain an unequal contest
with the cardinal. On his resignation of the office of chan.
cellor, the great seal was given to Wolsey; and the retire-
ment of the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, and of bishop
Fox, consigned into the cardinal’s hands every authority in
the kingdom.

On the recal of Campeggio by Leo X, from his fruitless
errand to procure a tithe from our clergy, for enabling the
pope to oppose the Turks, Wolsey, his partner in the com-
. mission, was, by the king’s desire, d_lone.investetf with.the
legantine power, together with the right of visiting all the

clergy and monasteries, and even of suspending all the laws

of the church for a year. This .new dignity not only at-
Vor. L ()

o
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forded the cardinal a new opportunity of displaying his.
favourite state, but being now by the pope’s commission
and the king’s favour invested with all power, ecclesiastical
as well as civil, he erccted what he called the legantine
court, a tribunal, to the authority of which, no man knew
the boundaries. e gave it an inquisitorial and c¢ensorial
power even over the laity ; and the clergy, especially the
monks, were obliged to purchase indemnities, by large sums
paid- to the legate or to his judge. By virtue of his comn-
mission, he pretended to assume the jurisdiction of all the
bishop’s courts, particularly that of judging of wills and
testaments; and he presented to whatever benefices he
pleased, without regard to right of election or of patron-
age.

WWhen Maximilian died, the kings of France and Spain
became candidates for the imperial crown, and the success
of Charles enabled Henry, by the power and situation of
his kingdom, to hold the balance between those powers,
which seemed to contend for the dominion of Europe.
Francis solicited an interview with IHenry near Calais, in
the hope of being able to gain upon his friendship and
confidence. But Charles, hearing of the intended inter-
view, dctermined to take the opportunity in his passage
from Spain to the Low countries, of paying Henry a still
higher compliment, b} visiting him at Dover; and it was
here that that politic prince instilled into the aspiring car-
dinal the hope of attaining the papacy. Yet Adrian VI,
who had been tutor to the emperor, succeeded Leo in the
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papal chair, and Charles ‘on paying another visit to Eng-

‘land renewed to Wolsey his former promises. As Adrian’s

age and infirmities promised a speedy vacancy, the cardinal

" for that time dissembled his resentment ; but when Adrian

died and Clement VII succeeded, Wolsey became fully
sensible of the emperor’s insincerity, and began to estrange

himself from the iinperial court.*

More had the courage to oppose Wolsey in the council,
as well as in parliament. To the former meeting Sir Tho-

1as no doubt referreth, in the story he tells in one of his

letters, - of the cardinal’s project that England should sup-
port the emperor in his war with France.

¢ Some, he writes, thought it wise, that we should sit
still and leave them alone. But evermore my lord used the

fable of the wise men; who, because they would not be

washed with the rain which should make everyone a fool,

hid themselves in caves. But when the rain had made the

rest fools, and these came out of their eaves and would ut-
ter their wisdom, the fools agreed together against them,
and overcame them. And so, said his grace, if we would
be so wise as to sit in peace while the fools fought, they
would afterward make head, and all fall upon us.—This
fable helped the king and the realm to spend many a fair

penny.’

Morc’s great-grandson informs us, that tlie knight alludes

* Cavendish, Hume, &c. + Eng. works.
02
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to Wolsey also in his book of comfort in tribulation, whe

ac speaks of a great prelate in Germany, w;xd, when he
had made an oration before a large asscmbly, would blunt-
ly ask those who sat at table with him, how they all liked it?
and he who brought forth a mean commendation of it, was
sure to have no.tharks for his labour.

¢ On a time,” adds the same writer, < the cardinal had
drawn a draft of certain conditions of peace between Eng-
land and France, and he asked Sir Thomas More’s counsel
therein, beseeching him earnestly that he would tell him, if
there were anything therein to be misliked ; and ke spoke
this so heartily, saith Sir Thomas, that he believed verily
that he was willing to hear his advice indeed. But when
Sir Thomas had dealt really therein, and shewed wherein
that draft might have been amended, he suddenly.rose in
a rage and said, by the mass thau art the veriest fool of
all the council! At which Sir Thomas smlhng, said, God
be thanked that the king our master ‘hath but one Jool in all.
his council.

This incident perhaps led to the former allusion by More,
and will remind the reader of the story of Gil Blas and the -
archbishop. It is certainly disagreeable to be placed in.
the situation of Gil Blas, and connected with one who will
take it in dudgeon, if you do not smoke him with as much
incense, as would satisfy three or thrice three goddesses.* -

& _Jortin.
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Mr. Roper agrees with those historians, who ascribe to
Wolsey’s spirit of revenge against the emperor, the inflam-
mation of Henry’s scruples regarding the marriage with
Catharine, his aunt. ¢ And for the better achiving thereof,
continues Roper, ¢ he requested Longland the bishop, be-
ing ghostly-father to the king, to put a scruple into his
grace’s head, that it was not lawful for him to marry his bro-
ther’s wife. Which the king not sorry to hear of, opened.
it first unto Sir Thomas More, whose counsel he requested’
therein, shewing him certain places of scripture that seem--
ed somewhat to serve his appetite.’

This happened previously to More’s\departure for Cam--
bray.

Now Henry’s case, if we believe himself, was complete--
ly a case of conscience ; and he was greatly disquieted on
account of his incestuous intercourse with his brother’s wi-
dow. But is his majesty’s word in his own cause to-be al--
way relied upon? and if there were difficulties in such a.
marriage which might occasion scruples, how came-they
not to have arisen earlier in the course of eighteen years?.

. If; again, Henry was convinced that his marnage was con--
trary to God’s holy law, was it not: strange that one pope:
could grant a dispensation for it, and then another pope-
declare it void ?. Did not his pleasure and his cause require
a limit to the papal power, while his principles and his ap- -
plication to the pope declared that power unlimited? and.
will it be too severe to conclude, that when Henry found he.:
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-could not carry his point and preserve his principles, he de-
termined that his passions should not at any rate prove the
weak part to give way; and that what he attempted at
first from resentment, in forsaking the holy see, he might
in time bring himself to believe was indeed the causc of
God and of religion ?-

The fact is, that Catharine was six ycars older than
Henry, and the purity of her character was a poor recom-
pence in his estimation for the loss of her beauty. Her
children, save one daughter, all died in early infancy, and
the king was very desirous of having male issue. Lastly,
the beauty of Ann Boleyn, maid of honour to the queen,
‘had probably the chief influence on this occasion ; and her
virtue left Henry no hope of gratifying his passion, except
by raising her to the throne. No wonder then that a di-
vorce from -Catharine was absolutely necessary.

More perused the passages of scripture pointed-out by
the king, but excused himself from giving an opinion, be-
cause he had not professed divimity. Henry, however, urged
him so strongly, that More besought the time requisite for
-a deliberation of such importance ; and the king. told him
:that Tonstall and Clark, bishops of Durham and Bath,
-with others of his privy council, should confer with him on
he subject.*

“ Now would to our Lord son Roper, exclaimed Sir Tho-

* Roper.
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mas one day at Chelsea water-side, upon condition that
three things were wcll established in christendom, -I were
putin a sack and here prescntly cast into the ''hames.
Mzr. Roper was naturally curious to know what these three.
things were, and the knight continued—*¢ in faith son they
be these. The first is, that whercas the most part of chris-
tian princes be at mortal wars, they were all at universal
peace. 'The second, that whereas the church of Christ is
at this present sore afflicted with many ecrrors and heresies,
it were settled in.perfect uniformity of religion. The third,.
that whereas the matter of the king’s marriage is now come
in question, it were, to the glory of God and quietness of
all parties, brought to a good conclusion.’

When Sir Thomas came next to court he said to the king,
¢ to be plain with your grace, neither my lord of Durham,
nor my lord of Bath, though I know them both to be wise,
virtuous, and learned prelates, nor myself with the rest of
your council, being all your grace’s own servants, for your
manifold . benefits, being daily bestowed on us, so much
bounden unto you, be in my mind meet counsellors for
your grace herein. DBut if your grace mean to understand
the truth, such counsellors may you have devised, as neither
for respect of their own worldly commodity, nor for fear of
-your princely authority, will be inclined to deceive you.’
When he named these counsellors, they proved to be Je-
rome, Austin, &c., and he produced the authorities which
he had collected out of them. ¢ Which, although the king,”
continues Mr. Roper, ¢ as disagreeable to his desire, did net
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very well like-of, yet were they by Sir Thomas More, who
-in all his communication with the king in .that matter had
alway most discreetly behaved himself, so wisely tempered,
that he both presently took them in good part, and often-
time had thereof conference with him again.’

After More’s return from Cambray, Henry again opened
-with him the question of his divorce ; and declared to him,
that although at his departure he despaired of success, yet
since that time he had conceived great hopes of being able
to accomplish it. For, though his marriage, being origin-
-ally against the positive laws of the church and the writ-
ten law of God, was rectified by the dispensation from
Rome, yet was there another thing found out of late, where-
by it appeared to be so directly against the law of nature
‘that the church could in nowise dispense it. Henry then
referred him to Dr. Stokesly, newly created bishop of Lon-
-don, and in that case chiefly credited, says Mr. Roper.

But it was More’s great characteristic that no hope of
gain or fear of disgrace could induce him to swerve from
the dictates of his conscience; and, notwithstanding his
“conference with the bishop, he saw no reason to change his
former opinion. Stokesly, however, reported favourably of
More to the king, saying, the knight was truly desirous of
seeing something in the case in his majesty’s favour. The
fact is, Wolsey had offended Stokesly, and the bishop wish-
ed to shew himself more solicitous than the cardinal as to
the king’s favourite object.*

* Roper.
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Clement, still smarting from the sack of Rome, was at
this time anxious for his personél safety, and well knew that
the emperor could alone restore the Medici to their domi-
nion in Florence. The cause of Charles was naturally that
of queen Catharine, and a powerful one with the pope
compared to that of Henry. No wonder then that the
commission, which on Henry’s application he granted to
Wolsey and Campeggio, to try thc matter here, proved in-
conclusive, and that the cause was soon evoked to Rome.

Wolsey well knew that this measure was the certain fore-
runner of his fall, for he knew that Henry expected his mi-
nisters to be answerable for the success of their undertak-
ings. The motion of the cardinal’s ruin became now as ac-
celerated, as had before been that of his advancement; and
in fine, the great seal was demanded from him and given
by the king to Sir Thomas More,

~ Thus the fall of Wolsey made way for Sir Thomas More

to become chancellor of England, and it hath been sup-
posed by some, in which number is Mr. Roper, that one
reason with Henry for giving him the seal, was to render
him more favourable to the cause the king had so much at
heart. Wolsey himself is reported to have said, that he
~ thought no man in England worthier of the appointment
than More.*

The knight was attended through Westminster-hall to his

* More,

Vor. 1. ) P
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seat in the chancery by the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk.
The speech made by his grace of Norfolk on the occasion,
and the subsequent one by Sir Thomas, are here translated
from Stapleton.

The Duke of Norfolk’s Speech.

¢ It hath pleased his majesty (and may it prove happy
for the whole realm of England!) to raise to the high dig-
nity of chancellor, Sir Thomas More, a man sufficiently
known to himself and to his kingdom. His majesty hath
done this, from no other motive or respect whatever, than
because he perceived in this man all the endowments which
his people could desire or himself could wish, for the due
discharge of the high office. His understanding, his inte-
grity, the innocence of his life, and his happy genius, have
not only been celebrated among his countrymen from his
early youth, but known for many years past to the king
himself also. Of this his majesty hath had very ample ex-
perience in many and great concerns at home and abroad,
in various offices which he hath filled, in foreign embassies
of great importance, and in his daily counsels in affairs of
state. He hath thought his wisdom in deliberation, his
truth in uttering his real sentiments, and his eloquence in
" adorning what he uttered, surpassed by none. From such
a man every thing is to be expected ; and since his majesty
wisheth his people to be governed with equity and justice,
integrity and wisdom, he hath appointed him chancellor ;
that his people may enjoy peace and justice, and the-king-
dom honour and fame. '

—— e — —_— - -
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¢ It may seem a novelty that this dignity i conferred
upon a layman, a married man, and one of no high birth,
when heretofore it hath been given to highest prelates and
nobility : But what any one may think deficient in these
respects, is abundantly compensated by the admirable vir-
tues of this man, and his incomparable gifts of genius and
of nature. The king hath therefore regarded, not how great,
but what a man he is; not his titles, but his merits ; not
his station, but his ability. Lastly, his majesty would shew
by his choice of Sir Thomas More, that excellent men are
not wanting among his gentry and the laity, to fill the of-
fices occupied by ecclesiastics and nobles ; which being a
blessing more rarely afforded by the Deity, his majesty
esteemeth it the greater and more dear to his people. Re-
ceive then More for your chancellor under these happy au-
spices, and expect every prosperity from the choice which
bhis majesty hath made.’

Sir Thomas More’s Speech.

¢ Most noble duke, and ye my honourable lords and gen-
tlemen. Although I know that what his majesty hath been
pleased should be said of me on this occasion, and which
your grace hath amplified in most elegant terms, is as un-
worthy of me, as I wish it were true, and as this office par-
ticularly requires ; and although your speech hath agitated
me more than I can well express; yet this incomparable
favour of his majesty cannot but be most grateful to me,
that he thinks so favourably of me, and commends my me-

P2
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diocrity to you so honourably. And I cannot hut return
vour grace my-most hearty thanks, who have thus ampli-
fied the commands of his majesty in an elegant and eloquent
oration. For the matchless favour alone of his majesty to-
ward me, his generosity and the incredible propension of
his royal mind to me, by which my small merits have now
for many years been distinguished, and no desert of mine,
cause this new honour and these commendations. For who
am I, or what the house of my father, that his majesty
should accumulate so many and so great honours upon me?

Inferior to the least of his favours, of this station and ho--, .

nour I am certainly unworthy, and hardly equal to the dis-
charge of its duties.

¢ Unwillingly I came, as his majesty hath often allowed,
to court and to his service ; but this dignity is most of all .
against my will. Yet such is the goodness, such the be-
nignity of his majesty, that he magnifieth the smallest du-
ties of his subjects ; and richly remunerates his servants,
though they have little merit, if they be but desirous of
pleasing him. In this number I have ever wished to be,
though I could not reckon myself among the meritorious.

¢ This being the case, you will all easily perceive with-
me, how great a burden is imposed upon me, that my di-
ligence and duty may correspond with the king’s great fa-
vour, and that I may answer his high expectation of ‘me:
These praises were therefore the less grateful to me, the
more I knew the difficulty of my duty, and how few e‘idsi-l
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had to make myself appear not unworthy of them. The
burden is greater than my shoulders will bear, the honour
greater than my merits ; it is a care, not a glory ; a soli-
citude, not a dignity. I must bear it with my best excr-
tions, and fulfil the duty as dexterously as I can. But a
great stimulus to my success will be, the strong desire which
hath through life been highest in my mind, and which I ac-
knowledge now chiefly to actuate me, of satisfying his ma-
jesty’s high claims upon me. And I rely upon this being.
more easy to me, the more I find all your good wills to
correspond with the king’s favour. For my desire of doing
right, united with your favourable acceptance, will certainly
establish the success of my endeavours, and make them,
though small, seem great and praise-worthy. What we set-
about cheerfully, we .achieve happily ; and what is kindly
received appears best executed. As therefore ye hope the
best possible of me, so, though I cannot promise ye the
best possible, yet promise I the best I can perform.

¢ But when I look upon this seat, when I recollect who
and how great persons have filled it before me, when I con-
template who sat in it last, a man of what singular wisdom,
of what skill in business, of what splendid and long-pros-
perous fortune, with a high and inglorious fall at last, I see
the difficulty of my situation before me, and my new ho-
nour is rendered less grateful and pleasant to me, than it
may seem to many. For it is difficult to succeed with ap-
probation to one of such genius, wisdom, authority, and
splendour, or to trace his footsteps with an equal pace. It
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s like burning a candle after the setting sun. And the un-
expected and sudden fall of so great a man is a terrible ad-
monition to me, not to let my new honour please me too
much, or its splendour dazzle my eyes.

¢ T therefore ascend this seat, as one which is full of la-
bour and hazard, while it is empty of true and solid honour.
The higher it is, the greater the precipice 1 must guard
against, as not only the nature of the thing, but the recent
example sufficiently warn me. And unless, under these cir-
cumstances, the incredible propension of his majesty toward
me, and the good will of you all, which I gather from your
agrecable countenances, recreated and refreshed me, I might
stumble at this very entrance, and perhaps faint; this seat
would not seem pleasanter to me, than did the sword which
hung by a horse-hair over the head of Damocles while he
occupied the state-chair of Dionysius in the midst of ho-
nours and delicacies. This then will I ever keep in mind,
this have alway before my eyes, that this seat will in such
degree be honourable to me, full of dignity and splendour,
a new and renowned preferment, as I continue with all care
and vigilance to administer my high office with fidelity and
wisdom, and as I keep in mind that my enjoyment of it
may be but short and precarious. The one, my diligence
ought to accomplish ; the other, the example of my prede-
cessor teach me.

¢ This being the case, you will all the more easily ap-
preciate what pleasure this high office, this effusion of the
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noble duke, or this matchless favour of his majesty, afford

3

me.

¢ And as they had before charged him,” adds Mr. Roper,
¢ on the king’s behalf, uprightly to administer indifferent
Justice to the people, without corruption or affection ; so
did he likewise charge them again, that if they saw him at
any time in anything to digress from any part of his duty
in that honourable office, even as they would discharge
their own duty and fidelity to God and the king, so should
they not fail to disclose it to his grace, who otherwise might
have just occasion to lay his fault wholly to their charge.’

The reader will recollect, that this speech was delivered
extempore, nearly three hundred years ago, upon that dif-
ficult subject, a man’s self. The speaker seems sufficiently
to evince his acquaintance with his sovereign’s character,
and that he foresaw it would not suit his own conscience.
and inclination long to enjoy his dignity.

Having now traced Sir Thomas More to the summit of
his profession, and to the highest dignity which, as a lay-
man, he could possess in this country, we are next to view
the integrity of his administration in it, and his incorruptible
mind in the midst of worldly greatness.

‘Speedily was a remarkable alteration to be perceived in 1530.
the discharge of the office. The pride of Wolsey rendered
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him inaccessible to persons of common rank, and bribery
to his attendants was requisite for reaching his presence
only. DBut the new chancellor, the poorer and meaner a
suiter was, the more affably would he address him, the more
attentively hear his business, and the more speedily dis-
patch it*¥ He used commonly every afternoon (says Mr.
Roper) to sit in his open hall, to the intent that if any per-
son had any suit unto him, they might the more boldly
come to his'presence and open their complaints before him.
His manner was also, to read every bill himself before he
would award any subpcena ; which being matter worthy of
subpcena, he would set his hand to it ; if otherwise, he can-
celled it.

His father, Sir John More, now nearly ninety years of
age, was still a judge of the king’s-bench when More be-
came chancellor. Whenever he passed through Westmin-
ster-hall to his place in the chancery by the court of king’s-
bench (says Mr. Roper) if his father had seated himself ere
he came, he would go into the same court, and there re-
verently kneeling down in the sight of them. all, duly ask
his father’s blessing. And if it fortuned that his father and
he, at readings in Lincoln’s-inn, met together, as they
sometimes did, notwithstanding his high office he would
offer in argument the pre-eminence to his father; though
_ he, for his office sake, would refuse to take it.

No one who understands More’s character, will be sur-
® Maere.
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prized at finding, that the claims of friendship or relation-
ship had not the smallest influence over him in the impar-
tial administration of justice.

‘One of his sons-in-law said to him one day, while he was
<hancellor, that in Wolsey’s time not only they of his privy-
chamber, but his very door-keeper, made great profits;
whereas Sir Thomas was so easy of access to every degree
of persons, that if, in his attendance upon him, he took
any fee, he should injure the parties, by making them pay
for what they could obtain for themselves, and which,
though commendable in Sir Thomas, was not profitable to
him. ¢ You say well son,’ replied the knight, ¢ I do not
mislike that you are of conscience so scrupulous. But
many other ways be theré, son, that I may both do you
good and pleasure your friend also. For sometimes may I
by my word stand your friend in stead ; and sometimes
may I by my letter help him; or if he have a cause de-
pending before me, at your request I may hear him before
another; or if his cause be not all the best, yet may I move
the parties to fall to some end or arbitrament. Howbeit,
this one thing, som, I assure thee on my faith, that if the
parties will at my hands call for justice, then were it my
father stood on one side and the devil on the other, his cause

being good, the devil should have right.

Another of his sons-in-law, Mr. Heron, had a cause pend-
‘ing in chancery, and presumed so much upon the favour
of Sir Thomas, that he would mot be persuaded to agree

Vor. I. ‘ Q
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to any compromise. The result was, that the chancellor,
cn hearing the cause, made a decision directly against
him *

His talent for drollery could not forsake More, even in
bis highest elevation. An attorney of the name of Tub,
it is said, once brought him a cause for subscription, which
the knight, finding the matter frivolous, signed 4 Tale of @
Tub; and Tub bore away the cause in triumph, without
at that time discovering the joke.f

While he was sitting in his hall one day, a beggar came
to him to complain, that Lady More detained a little dog
which belonged to her. The chancellor sent for his lady.
and ordered her to bring the dog with her. Ile took it into.
his hands, and placing Lady More at the upper end of the.
hall, desired the beggar to stand at the lower end. I sit
here, he said, fo do every one justice ; and he desired each.
‘of them to call the dog. The little favourite immediately
forsook his new mistress and ran to the beggar ; upon which
Lady More was compelled to indulge her partiality by pur-
¢hasing the animal. £

'The duke of Norfolk came to dine with Sir Thomas one-
day at Chelsea while he was chancellor, and found him at
church singing in the quire with a surplice on. ¢ God’s body,
God’s body, my lord chancellor, said his grace as they
went home, what a parish clerk, a parish clerk >—you dis-

® Roper. + More. 1 Ibid.
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konour the king and his office.” ¢ Nay,” replied Sir Tho-
mas, smiling, ¢ your grace may not think that the king,
your master and mine, will with me for serving God, his
master, be offended, or thereby account his office disho-
noured.’ ¥

Few injunctions as he granted while he was chancellor
to stop proceedings at common law, he had yet gone too
far in this particular to obtain the approbation of all the
judges ; whereof he received information from Mr. Roper.

Sir Thomas hereupon caused the chief of the six clerks
to make a docket containing the whole number and causes
of all such injunctions as had already passed in his time,
or were then pending before him, and invited all the judges
to dine with him in the council-chamber at Westminster.
After dinner, he hinted at the complaints he had heard,
and then displayed so clearly the motives of his conduct,
that they were compelled to confess they would have acted
similarly under similar circomstances. He then observed
that if the justices of every court (unto whom the reform-
ing the rigour of the law appertained) would, in their own
discretion, as he thought they were in conscience bound,
reform that rigour themselves, he would grant no more in-
~ junctions. Which, when they refdsed, forasmuch as your-
selves, my lords, he said, drive me to that necessity of award-
ing-out injunctions to relieve the people’s injury, you cannot
hereafter any more justly blame me. I perccive, son, he add-

* Roper.
Q2
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ed to Mr. Roper, why they like not so to do. For they see
that they may, by the verdict of the jury, cast-off all quar-
rels from themselves on those ; which they do account their

chief defence. And therefore am I compelled to abide the
adventure of all such reports*

So indefatigable was More in his application to business,
and so expert in the dispatch of it, that it is said, during
his presidency in the chancery, having one day ended a
cause, and calling for the next which was to be heard, he
received for answer that there was not another cause depend--
wng.+ This fact he ordered to be entered upon record, and
it gave rise, probably at a later day, to the following epi-
gram.

‘When More sometime had chanc’llor been
No more suits did remain ;

‘The same shall never more be seen
Till More be there again..

More, while he was chancellor, cannot be supposed to-
have had much leisure for religious controversy. Yet his.
abilities’were in request to. oppose the reformers, and his
English works abundantly prove what his son-in-law asserts,
that he set-forth divers profitable works in defence of the

true christian religion against heresies secretly sown-abroad
in the realm. ‘

The bisilops, considering that notwithstanding the favour-
* Roper.. 4 More..
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of the king, he was not a rich man, agreed at a convoca~
tion, with others of the clergy, to recompence him with a
sum of money (supposed to have been four or five thou-
sand pounds), to be raised among them. The bishops of
Bath, Durham, and Exeter, waited upon him in conse-
quence, and acknowledging the obligation of their body to
his labours, presented him the money in the name of the
convocation. More refused the present, and said with his
thanks, that it was no small comfort to him, that men so
wise and learned so well accepted his simple doings, for
which he never intended to receive reward but at the hands
of God, to whom their thanks were due.

‘When no importunity would prevail with him, the bishops.
besought More that they might present the money to his
wife and children. ¢ Not so my lords,” said the knight.
¢ T had rather see it cast in the Thames than that either I
or any of mine should have thereof the worth of a penny.
For although your offer, my lords, be indeed very friendly
and honourable, yet set I so little by my profit and so much.
by my pleasure, that I would not in good faith have lost
the watching of so many nights for much more than your.
liberal offer. And yet wish would I, for all that, upon.con--
dition that all heresies were suppressed, that all qy books.
were burnt and my labour lost.’*-

The reformers circulated a feport from this circumstance, .
that More was bribed by the clergy, the greater part of:

& Roper.
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whom he certainly far surpassed in knowledge, to write
against them.*

In his writings, Sir Thomas hath the following passage
on this subject. ¢ I will not say nay, but that some good
and honourable men of them (the clergy) would, in reward
of my good will and my labour against these heretics, have.
given me much more than ever I did or could deserve.
But I dare take God and them also to record, that all they
could never fee me with one penny thereof ; but, as I plain-
ly told them, I would rather have cast their. money into
the Thames than take it.® For albeit they were, as indeed
there were, both good men and honourable, yet look I for
my thank of God that is their better, and for whose sake
I take the labour and not for theirs. I am not yet fully
so virtueless, but that of mine own natural disposition, with-
out any special peculiar help of grace thereto, I am both
over-proud and over-slothful also, to be hired for money, to
take half the labour and business in writing, that I have
taken in this gear (matter) since I began.’

Soon after his entry upon his office of chancellor, Henry
again importuned More upon the subject of the divorce.
The knight, saith Mr. Roper, fell on his knees and be-
sought his majesty to remain the gracious sovereign he had
ever found him. Nothing had been so grievous to him as
his inability to serve his majesty in that matter with a safe
conscience, baving ever borne in mind his majesty’s words

& More. . + Enz- works, P 867.
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on his entry into his service, the most virtuous lesson which
prince ever taught his servant, first to look unte God, and
after God unto him.

Henry answered, continues Roper, that if More could
not conscientiously serve him in that matter, he was con-
tent to accept the knight’s services in other ways, and to
take the advice of others. of his council whose consciences
did not revolt at it , that he would continue his favour to-
ward the knight, and never more molest his conscience with
that matter. But this language proceeded from Henry's
heart as it alway should have been, and not, as we shall find,
from what it alway was.

Dr. Cranmer, fellow of Jesus-college, Cambridge, had
remarked by accident in the company of Gardiner, secre-
tary of state, and Fox, the king’s almoner, that the readi-
est way, either to quiet Henry’s conscience or to extort the
pope’s consent to his divorce, would be to consult all the
universities of Europe on the question, whose decree the
pope must find it very difficult to resist; and Henry, de-
lighted at the idea, swore Cranmer had got the right sow by
the ear, and immediately took him into his favour. Several
universities gave their verdict according to the king’s wish
without hesitation, and Oxford and Cambridge in time
complied also. Clement, however, lying still under the
influence of the emperor, persevered in summoning IHenry,
either in person or by proxy, to appear at Rome. But
Henry regarded the citation as an insult; and the earl of
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Wiltshire, father of Ann Boleyn, who bore to the pope his
majesty’s reasons for not appearing, gave his holiness the
affront of refusing the customary salute to his proffered
toe.

In a word, More plainly perceived the king’s determina-~
tion to marry. Ann Boleyn at all events, and that all his
measures and those of his parliament pointed to a breach
with the church of Rome, and to an alteration of religion.
His office occasioned him to be sent by the king, in com-
pany with certain nobles and bishops, from the lords to the
commons, to inform them the opinions of the universities ;
and he was compelled to recite a tale, which certainly af-
forded him little satisfaction in the telling. But More’s
contempt of worldly greatness was too strong to allow him
to hold the highest of stations subject to the violation of his
conscience, and it was certainly not improbable, as matters
now stood, that he might frequently undergo similar trials.
Though he might concur with those who would abbreviate
the illegal jurisdiction of the pope in this country, he saw
now by the king’s designs that a total rupture would follow;
and he was not inclined to go to that length which the court
intended against the catholic cause, not to mention the ob-
jections he appeared to have to the divorce.

We shall not wonder then, that More soon applied to his
particular friend, the duke of Norfolk, to intercede with
Henry, that he might be permitted to resign the seal. A
complaint in his breast arising from too strenuous an appli-
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cation to business, was the reason assigned by the knight
to the duke, as well as in his letters to his friends, for this
resignation ; and perhaps those only who are unacquainted
with the character of Henry, will blame More for so much

dissimulation on the occasion.

But Norfolk knew too well the value of More to the
king in the station which he filled, to make such a proposal
to his majesty without much importunity from the knight ;
and Henry knew his worth too well, to listen to it without
repeated solicitation. The king’s consent was, however, at

last obtained, and More waited upon his majesty by ap- °

pointment, to deliver-up the seal.

¢ Which,” continues Mr. Roper, ¢ as his grace, with
thanks and praise for his worthy service in that office, at
his hands courteously received, so it pleased his highness
farther to say unto him, that for the service which he be-
fore had done him, in any suit which he should afterward
bave unto him which should either concern his honour (for
that word it pleased his highness to use unto him), or which
should appertain unto his profit, he should find his highness

a good and gracious lord unto him.’

More’s great-grandson adds, perhaps somewhat feelingly,
¢ how true these words proved, let others be judges, when
the king not only bestowed not upon him the value of one
penny, but took from him and his posterity all that ever he

Vor. L. 4 R
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had, either given by himself, or left him by his father, or
purchased by himself.’

* It hath been justly remarked of More, that he descend-
cd from his high station with more joy and alacrity than
he had ascended to it. He sported with the varieties of
his fortune, and neither the pride of high station, nor the
melancholy of retreat could disturb his serenity. When
his friends discovered sorrow on his descent from grandeur,
he laughed at their distress, and made them ashamed of
losing a moment’s chearfulness from such trivial misfor-
tunes.*

His second wife appears from the following anecdote to
have been less of a philosopher than himself on this occa-
sion.

During his chancellorship, one of More’s attendants had
been in the habit, after the church-service was over, of go-
ing to his lady’s pew to inform her when the chancellor was
gone. The first holiday after the resignation of his office,
Sir Thomas came to the pew himself, and, making a low
bow, said, madam, my lord is gone. His lady at first ima-
gined this to be one of his jests, and took httle notice of
it ; but when he informed her seriously that he had resign-
ed the seal, she was in a passion. The facetious knight
called his daughters, and asked if they could espy no fault
in their mother’s appearance? Being answered in the ne-

*-Hume,
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gative, he replied, do ye not perceive that her nose stand-
eth somewhat awry ?*

The good lady is reported to have exclaimed with her
usual worldly feeling on this occasion, Tilli vally, what will
you do Mr. More ? will you sit and make goslings in the ash-
es # it is better to rule than to be ruled. +.

More’s first care after the resignation of his office, was,
to provide situations for his late attendants. He used all
his influence to place these among the nobility and bishops ;
and next called together his children, whom hitherto he
bad maintained with their families in his own house, in the
manner of an ancient patriarch. Declaring to them that
he could not now, as he had done formerly, and still glad-
ly would have done, bear all their expences himself, he
asked their advice, what they should do that they might
continue to live together, which he much desired ?

¢ When he saw us silent,” continues Mr. Roper, and in
that case not ready to shew our opinions unto him, ¢ then
will I,” said he, ¢ shew my poor mind to ye. I have been
brought-up,” quoth he, ¢ at Oxford, at an inn of the chan-
cery, at Lincoln’s-inn, and also in the king’s court, and so
from the least degree to the highest; and yet have I in
yearly revenues at this present left me a little above a hun-
dred pounds by the year: so that now must we hereafter
if we like to live together, be contented to become contri-

* Roper. 4+ Mare. '
R 2.
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butors together. But by my counsel, it shall not be best
for us to fall to the lowest fare first. We will not therefore
descend to Oxford fare, nor to the fare of New-inn; but
we will begin with Lincoln’s-inn diet, where many right
worshipfuls and of good years do live full well together:
Which if we find not ourselves able to maintain the first
year, then will we the next year go one step down to New-
inn fare, wherewith many an honest man is well-contented.
If that exceed our ability too, then we will the next year
after descend to Oxford fare, where many grave, learned,
and ancient fathers be continually conversant : Which if
our power stretch not to maintain neither, then may we yet
with bags and wallets go a begging together, and hoping
that for pity some good folks will give us their charity, at
every man’s door to sing salve regina, and so still keep com-
pany and be merry together.’

¢ And whereas,” adds Mr. Roper, ¢ you have heard be-
fore, he was by the king, from a very worshipful living,
taken into his service, with whom, in all the great and
weighty causes that concerned his highness or the realm,
he consumed and spent, with painful cares, travails and
troubles, as well beyond the seas as within the realm, in
effect the whole substance of his life ; yet, with all the
gain he got thereby (being never wasteful spender thereof)
he was not able, after the resignation of his office of the
lord chancellor, for the maintenance of himself and such
as necessarily belonged unto him, sufficiently to find meat,
drink, fuel, and apparel, and such other. necessary charges.
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All the land that ever he purchased (which also he pur-
chased before he was lord chancellor) was not, I am well
assured, above the value of twenty marks By the year.
And after his debts paid, he had not I know (his chain ex-
cepted) in. gold and silver left him, the worth of one hun-
dred pounds.’

When. More’s house was afterward searched upon his
commitment to the Tower, because it was thought that he
was not really so poor as he appeared to be, he told his
daughter Margaret that this would prove but a sport to -
those who knew the truth of his poverty, unless indeed they
should find his wife’s gay girdle and her golden beads.*

It was about this time that More’s father, Sir John More,
died, in extreme old age; having lived to see the summit
of his son’s prosperity, and departing in time not to wit-
ness his severe end. Sir Thomas is said to have displayed
the strongest filial affection on this occasion; and the old
man breathed his last, comforted by the prayers and em--

braces of his dear son.+}:

Little, if any, increase of fortune accrued.to More by
his father’s death. Sir John’s last wife, who outlived Sir
Thomas about ten years, enjoyed her husband’s chief-house
and lands at Gubbins in Hertfordshire.f And in More’s
Apology, written about this time, he asserts, as for all the
lands and fees that I have in all England, beside such lands

* Morex. + Ibidi and Roper. 1 More,
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and fees as I have of the gift of the king’s most noble grace,
is not at this day, nor shall be while my mother-in-law liveth
(whose life and good health I pray God long keep and con-
tinue) worth yearly to my living, the sum of full fifty pounds*

‘Such was More’s charity, and his contempt of wealth !

In his Latin works are preserved two letters which More
wrote to Erasmus soon after the resignation of his office.

They contain some interesting passages which are here trans-
lated.

¢ The thing which I have wished for from a boy, dear
Desiderius, which I rejoice in your having ever enjoyed,
and myself occasionally,—namely, that being free from
public business, I might have some time to devote to God
and myself,—that, by the grace of a great and good God,
and by the favour of an indulgent prince, I have at last
obtained.

¢ I have not, however, obtained it as I wished. For I
wished to reach that last stage of my life in a state, which,
thougb suitable to my age, might yet enable me to enjoy
my remaining years healthy and unbroken, free from dis-
ease and pain. But it remaineth in the hand of God,
whether this wish, perhaps unreasonable, shall be accom-
plished. Meantime a disorder of 1 know not what nature
hath attacked my breast, by which I suffer less in present
pain than in fear of the consequence. For when it had

- Eng- wofk" )-8 w.
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plagued me without abatement some months, the physi-
cians whom I consulted gave their opinion, that the long
continuance of it was dangerous, and the speedy cure im-
possible§ but that it must be cured by the gradual altera-
tive effects of time, proper diet and medicine. Neither
could they fix the period of my recovery, or ensure me a
complete cure at last.

¢ Considering this, I saw that I must either lay down
my office, or discharge my duty in it incompletely. And
since I could not discharge that duty without the hazard
of my life, and by so doing should lose both life and office,
I determined to lose one of them rather than both. Where-
fore, that I might consult the public good as well as my
own welfare, I entreated of the kindness of my good and
great prince, that from the high- office with which (as you
know) he honoured me by his incredible favour, far above
my pretensions, above my hopes, above my wishes, he:
should now release me, sinking as 1. was under the weight
of it. ’

¢ I therefore pray heaven, that God, who alone is able,.
may repay these favours of his majesty toward me; that
the remaining time which he allotteth me may not be spent-
1n inglorious and slothful repose, but that he may give me-
inclination and strength of body also, to employ.it profit-
ably. For, under bad health, I am not equal to anything;
nor, my good friend, are we all like Erasmus, that that
might be expected from us which God in his kindness seems -
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to have granted exclusively to you. For who but yourself
could dare to promise what you accomplish >—you, who
are not hindered by the inconveniencies of growing age,
and, though you be constantly aflicted with such maladies
as might sicken and overcome youth and strength, yet
cease you not yearly to instruct mankind by your excellent
writings, as if age and ill health had robbed you of no-
thing.

¢ Certain praters had begun to give it out. here, that
though 1 dissembled my sentiments, I gave-up my office
unwillingly ; but, having set-about my monument, I have
not failed to represent the matter as it really was, in my
epitaph, that, if anybody could, I might myself confute
such insinuations. In appreciating this act, though they
could not tax me with falsehood, they acquitted me not of
some degree of arrogance. But I preferred this, to letting
-the other gain credit; certainly not on my own account,

who think very little of what men say while God approveth,

but since I had written some books in our language in the
cause of the faith against certain of our advocates for the
most disputed tenets, I conceived that it behoved me to
defend the integrity of my character. And that you may
know how arrogantly I have writte<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>